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Fred. Wllke was born ln Berl1n, Germany, February lO, L854, and

1g stl lL l lv1ng at the age of ?5 years. Sfs iSii 'entg names were $r. and.
&iins. Fred.rlck Wl1he. They .are both d.ead..

He left Gernany when he was twenty years old. and. went to llllnole
"here he worked. three years. Then hb .carae to L{onth Dakota ln L8?? and
wonked, three years. before he took honestead/ He took homesteacl ln lgg0
|n O1lgge County ln Ba.ld H111 ?ownshlp. IIe hag two qua.rters of lancl.
H1s flret house was very small. It hid only two rooms. II ls barn sas very
smal1, too. l1e had. to go to Valley Clty fon hls food etuff beoauee lt
was hls nearest totn. He went to gt. Paul to get a horse and. a mule.
IIls mule d.led so he had only one horse. Then he went to New Salen and
got two bronchos. He d.ld.ntt have much maehlnery. He had a wood.en
Mc0ormlck blnd.er and a walklng p1ow. He dldnrt have money to paI for the
blncler so later they put ludgneiit agalnst hlm.

Some of h1s early crops were wheat and. fLax but lt was so d.ry anil
so many gophers that he d.ld"nrt get much yleId..

He d'ld.nrt have coal so he had. to go to the theyenne rlver and. get
wood. for h1s fuel_.

l{hen he was golng to borrow money he had. to pay twenty per cent
lntereet

Iie has never been marr1ed.. He hail h1s coustn, Albent, to cook fon
hlm. He 1s nearly as oId. as Fbed and he 1s nearly bllnd.. But now Fned.
le weLL flxed and has a nlce btg house and. three barns, a horee barn, oolr
parnr &rd- a hay barn. He hae a'-grove of trees on the foest sld.e of. the
bu1l-d1ngs. He has about twenty head of cattle and. seven horses, and now
he has lots of  chlckens and geese on whlch he nost ly 11ves.

fwo of h1s nearest nelghbors are Hernnan M1chae11s and- Arnt faxdaL.
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F r e d  W i l k e  P t e ,

Hr .  Fred.  V, i l1ke was born- ln  Ber l in ,  $ermany,  February 10,  1gb4,  and
is  s t i 11  l i v l ng  a t  t he  age  o f  yZ  yea rs

Hls parents n.e.mes were l f i r .  and i , ' i rs .  Freder tck Wi lke,  They areb o t h  d e a d .

l {e  le f t  Germany when he was twenty years o lc l  and lorent  to  fL l lno lslvhere he worked three years.  Then tLe came to Nor t i r  Dakota fn  fgZZ
and r , rorked t i r ree years before he took homestead

I l e  has  two  qua r te rs  o f  l and .  H1s  f i r s t  hous6  was  ve ry  sma l l .  f t
! "$_only  two rcoms.  I i ts  barn was ver :y  sn la l l  too.  l1e had lo  go to
v a I l e y  f o r  h l s  f o o d  s t u f |  b e c a u s e  i t  w a s  h l s  n e a r e s t  t o w n .
He  wen t  t o  S t .  Pau l  t o  ge t  a  ho r "se  and  a  mu le .  i : l l s  mu le  d led  so  he'hor l  r 'n ' l  r r  nno horse.  Then l :_e went  to  l , lew Salem and got  two bronchos.
He  d idn t t  have  much  mac f r tne ry .  He  hac i  a  wooden  L {ego rm ick  b lnde r
?n9  *  r ys f k lng  p1ow.  He  d idn r t  l : av€  i noney  to  pay  fo r  t l : e  b lnde r  so
later  they put  judgnen. t  a .gainst  l i im

Some o f t  t r i s . -ea r l y  c rops  v re ro  whea t  and  f l axbu t  i t  was  so  d ry  anc l
so  many  gophers  tha t  he  d idn t t  ge t  muc l r  y i e ld .

I Ie  d id"nt t  have coal  so he t iad to  go to  the,  sheyenne Rlver  and get
w o o d  f o r  h i s  f u e l .

{ f l ren he was golng to  borr ,ov, r  money had i ,o  pay twenty per  cent
i  n t e r e s  t  ,

H e  h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  m a r r l e d .  H e  h a d  h i s  c o u s l n ,  A l b e r t ,  t o  c o o k  f o r
h im.  He ls  near ly  as o ld as FrecJ anc 1s near ly  b15.nO. But  now Frer l
l s  we l l  f t xed  anc  has  a  n i ce  b tg  house  and  tn ree  ba rns ,  u  no ru "  f " " " ,
eow barn,  and.  a  hay barn.  He has a grove of  t rees on the vuest  s i r le
o f  t he  bu l l d lngs .  I i e  has  abou t  twen ty  l : . ead  o f  ca t t l e  and  sevan  ho rses ,
and  now i re  has  l o t s  o f  eh i ckens  and  g -eese  on  wh ich  he  nos t l y  l i ves .

?wo of  l i ls  nearest  ne ighbors are lJ .erman l , { ichael ls  ancJ Ar :nt  faxdal .

--Elmer Taxdahl
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