rgo Sisters, Pioneers Of Williston,

on Hand To Greet Today’s Oil Pioneers

'© WILLISTON, N, D. — Two for-
‘mer Fargoans can tell a story of
pioneering days in Williston—a
|story of early pioneers who brought
changes in this northwest corner
of the state climaxed by modern
/|pioneers of the oil industry.

Myrs, William Monroe and Mrs.
Carmon Jaynes are daughters of

" Mrs. Jaynes

the late Rev. A. H. Nelson, who
brought his family from Fargo- in
1891 to become Williston's first
minister, The Rev, Mr; Nelson was
a Congregational missionary in the
Fargo area who “became pastor
of a Community Church in Wil
liston,

Mrs. Jaynes (Grace) admits her
memories of those early days in
Williston don’t begin for several
years because she was only 3. But
Mrs., Monroe (Clara) viewed their
arrival in Williston through the
wide eyes of a nine year old miss,

You would have been wide-
eyed too. The stockade bullt for
an anticipated Indian wuprising
still stood. Indiangs wers all

Mrs. Monroe .

around and the squaws sawed |

wood for use In cooking and heat-
ing the homes,

“That North Dakota would ever
have coal, let alone oil, eertainly
was not in anyone’s dreams those
&a’i\{;," Mrs, Monroe said,

1 e Rev. Mr, Nelson died in

February of 1892 and his wife car-|

ried on the work of the church
'until a student pastor arrived.

There was no doctor and “Grand-
ma Gibbs”” was the combined
nurse and general dispenser
good will and pills,

Mrs, Monroe recalls vividly an
Indian woman who slashed her
arm to exhibit her suffering at the
death of Mrs. E\/Iozlr?'e's father,

The first school was in Heffer-

o

Seattle, originated an Old Settlers
picnic many years ago and returns
year after year for the annual
event in August. She was 96 last
summer,

school in a granary which the chil-
dren called the Black Maria' be-
cause it was covered with tar
paper. It also was the church,

Houses ofk}ogs were covexi)ed d“l’l"lth
sod roofs which proved to be drip- ;
Dy ceilings after heavy rains, Both| Barnfather, Hill, Shea, Conley
women remember people using|and Sm&}h were railroad men com-
umbrellas inside the houses. . |ing to Williston when the railroad
ES went through, Mrs. Monroe recalls.

“Of eourse there was a rosy side} g .
to. the picture,” they agree, “for Ztti:f’é isnmiteha'l ‘:‘sti‘é‘é a0, W
often the roofs would be blooming| “aroct of these families were ‘in

i R Williston before 1890. The Brueg-
gers, Metzgars and Newtons lived
in tents until their first real houses
of logs could be built.

From the memories of these
pioneering days when broad stretch-
es of this part of the state were
grazing lands for sheep and cattle,
these two daughters of pioneers
turn to another pioneering era.

New settlers in Williston. A new
industry. A city that suddenly
finds unthought of problems,

“They’re fine })eople," Mrs. Mon-
roe and Mrs, Jaynes say of the
oil families. ‘““They are a part of
our churches. Their children are
in our schools. Old boundaries of
our city have been pushed out.
Tt is interesting to watch it all
and be a part of it.” %

® % %

A livery stable was given by a
saloon keeper to the minister for
their first home. Mrs. Monroe says
their little family joke centered
about the story of the Nativity
.. .. “We used to say we were
just like the Christ Child. Our only
home was a stable.”

Many are the names recalled of
people who in all sense were' the
“first families” of Williston, Among
them the Leonhardys, the Newells,
the Newtons, Schumachers, Heffer-
nans, Snyders, H. Monroes, Bells,
Metzgars, Brueggers, Freemans,
Zahls, Burgesses, Barnfathers, Jess
Hill, Tom Shea, F. M. Harvey,
H. V. Smith, Grant Conley, and
Jacks.

Mrs. F. L. Barnfather, now of

nan’s livery barn and

the next| |
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Women’s Oil Firm: §, g of

women, keenly interested in North Dakota’s de-
velopment, formed the . Sheyenne Royalty Co.,
which was incorporated last Aug. 3 with capital
stock of $25,000. The firm, having an all-woman
board of directors, plans to increase its capital
stock. The company holds producing acreage.

Standing at left is Pearl Jack, a director, and at

‘the House,

Rer v* Gilman C. Olson
16th Dis., Griggs-Steele

A farmer and livestock trucker,
Rep. Gilman C. Olson of the 16th
District, Griggs-Steele, can add,
lawmaking to his list of endeavors
One of the fwo
D emocrats in
0l-
son can get to-
gether with Rep.
George  Bernt-
son of Walsh,
the other Demo-
crat to talk over
party policies.
Both organized.
with the Non-
partisan League
minority ‘in the
House. i

A native of Cooperstown, Olson
still makes the Griggs County seat
his home.
Olson and the former Delores
\Erickson were married in 1919.
They are the parents of four
idaughters, Beverly Dolores,

acqueline, Susan and Gloria, all|

Cooperstown. :

ports are Olson's favorite rec-

on. ’ P %

Olson

right is Mrs, Mabel Norris, treasurer. Seated left
to rlg_ht, are Mabel Snoeyenhos, head of the com-
mercial department of the Valley City State
'I'.cachers College, secretary., Mrs. Florence Bell,
director; Mrs. Isabella Bertram, vice president;
Mrs, Gladys Danuser, director, and Mrs. Minnie J.
Nielson, former North Dakota superintendent of
public instruction, president.
Studio, Valley City)
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