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CIVIL waR xmmr -
notp Lineoln Keokuk, Sept 4.

Desar and well beleved wife and ehildren, : |
2 ~ My nealth is good snd I hsve not had any of

the direar,and I think 1% is ecsasioned by éating too mueh fruit.T feel os happy ae ever

with the exception ef wy deer family,but T feel 2n tho ILf T shbuld fall in dattlfyou
eould do betier without me with ‘he governmen me ,my desn wife,remember that the
spirit of the French and Inddan ¥ar, '76,and the® of 1812 still wruns in .. .(unreadable)
end toll our/Addkéldids/ #other that Wer son never will be shot in the back....and tell
Meline(7)as 1 think from the mw that she wag the one thet wrote to me _.----that
ber pa mever will be shot 4n the baes. ; ‘

The 17(2) regiment yestendsy ,ewid the ahouts smdchesrs of theusands, and we
hope ,Wv them The sconer the detter,.%e will scor have to parade,which will

out my ‘short.My dear wife I have seat you $10 by the hand ofbrothorbesyes(7)

I wamt you ¢ fix the family right inm regards of the taxes or anything olse.Cet at least
150 shocke of eorn gut up. You ought to "%u cut for 3gonts per shogk,but had
bstter give nore than mot get 44 cut.I? Ouhin does net fix the roef soonget Rolin or

Plochor tc attend to 1t,and 1gt the one you hit-upon take the(bank hook,darki) and if
sny one attenpts %0 injure you in any particular as T scan punish the mesnest at any time,
Af I should not have the money in wy pecket ,Uncle Rar's receipts are good, Domt de
iuposed upon by traitors for I hope socn to be fighting for ths old {lag. And rether
than she should be trailed in the dust,mmy I lay my poor freal hodye sacrifice on the
field of buttls, and I hope that I shall have tha pravera of all geodfriends that if
I should chancs to fall in dattle that I be gathersd hore to the sacred AAlkf/ realus,
¥hen we hear of the disaster of our tribes the only ery is "Lead us.to batile " -
Ve had a very patrietic sermon fron tho Reverand Hayes night befors last,
....... .1 will send you more when I get np months pay,*het Bho I expect I shell bs
padd away. when the zoldiers rsd that the 1ittle wich was .. tomerrow  for the #ffdi
scldiers the eried Three chesrs for the little patriot, b ¥ _

) B.F.¥right to his wifs and hie children

~



CIVIL WiR LETTERS.

: Camp Lincoln Cet.l7 1862,
Dear wife and children,

! My ksalth s improving as fast ss can be expected,l aw
wedl enough to walk %o canplef a mile and also about town.l think that by next
week I will be wekl encugh to go to ths regiment.I asked for a diecharge fmom the
heapitaldbut he informed me that he would be apt tc know when I wes able to go to

my regizent, ‘ _ :
i & 1 attended the Congregational Church again last Ssbath.Our Colonel Abott
" and our surgeon chief Tailor and their wives they are adherants to that church.ind I
must say that they have the best music I ever heard.Thoy have & splendid melodeon
vecal kueic that cant be Beat.You can hear every word as niatinet as the theywsre
reading it united.The Sateth school quire is bYeautiful.They have their quarterly
conlortuvm sttonded cne last Tuesday evening,it was splendid. :
- 1 1 was glad to hear of your good luck in the corm ma'ter;and you will tell
these kind meighboreic please to accept my hearty and sincere thankslor their i
patrictic novementis,for they can serve thsir country at home as well as in the sruy,
~and that i{ Providenas should so ordsr itthat I should so chance tc nmeet the rebel
foedy the assisting grace of Go! I hope to prove myself worthy of being a scldler
of the ¢ld flagand of the confidence that my friends seem to have placed in me.
5 : Tsll Brother Xenedy that I still thurst for rebsl tlood tc wipe out the
staine and miseries of this infernal war,snd I begin tc think more strongly that it
zust be s war of extermination,that they wust be bapiisedby imersben in the gull,
snd miy the Lord speed the houre whem they shall take the last leapand take the last /
look at'theland of liberty they have curssd by their footstéps.I begin to believe that f
it ie a 9in to pay fer them in any other waythan thei they mag beswept [rom the land |
by the bo#qcm(?g of destruction. : -
S ' Just come hare and see tho hundreds thst ave cripled for life ,constitutione
broken forever,and all for the asursed institution of slavery,if imstitution it may be ¢
called.Cne hundred and fifty poor soldierssick snd disessed for life,¥ret up the river
and put in ou# hospitals laet Monday.This is alwost & daily cccurance;and tc hear the §
poor fellows bless Godthat thesy have got to the Feokuk hospitalis emough to move a gtone
to tears if they hadf any to shed,snd make the very stones ery cut for Feckuk vengsance
on the ....institution of slavery. I had the homor of being appeinted by the chaplin of
our hospitsl to b9 cne of 4ie nunbar to go and dietributs some roligious tracts,books,
snd papers among them, siesed on them with sn eager apetite snd i considered that meny ;
of them,if they had not alrsady been taught the etraight snd marrow path needed to have o
treir fest placed therein,for I think their stay on earth is short.But my strength dddd
edwonishes me tc ne wors upon this subjset at this time 4o write to Brother Kemedy . &
yet it will perhape sufise at preesnttc let bim read thie,I sball endssver to write toz§>§
biw as soom as time and strength permits.Perheps you will have to help him to resd it '
for 1 know it is bedly written, ; i ol
1 again say that you must not work se hard.That was all that made Francie &
sick.It troubles we very much.l shall send ypu money the middle of next month at the
furtherist,likely as much as you will nead wuntil snother payday.So hire and buy you &
lot of wheat or flour ,right off perhaps.It would be to (buy)wheat sc as %o hLave
the bran.Do whichever way you think best.Our armes equipmert have arrived .It is a
fact that our stay here is short ,but dimect as belore. \ y
~ B.F.Yright to his dear wife and childeen. ] /
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CIVIL WAR LETTERS

' Eenton barccks Oct 27/62.
Dear wifo and childrss: '
; I left the hospital last Tuesday .My healtk is as good as it ewer
was only I am somewhat wesk,but I am geining strength fast. Our orders was to march Friday
morning at 3 velock.By 7 every man in cemp had his duds packed and readyto shoulder and
lo and beholdno hoat came but on Saturday morningabout daylipht we were ordered 4c be reoedy
bzc? oclockfor the boat was leying at the dock,and about 10 oclockwe got under way and marched
down though main streetawid chders on either sideand was marched aboard the John Yarner
and be assured as had to stow in like a pack of hoge ageing to market.We got under way at
12 oclock.6n Sunday merning at 10 oclock we landed in £%,Lewis marched up thru tewn and
cut to the barracks a distansec! about 5 miles,and splendid barocks to 1t is .The barcckt
that we sleep in is tighter and warmer than either woom of the house you live in,and a good
stovein it.Back of 1t about 15 feet is a row of cook housssthat are nige and titefif}/
with a brick furnaceabout 8§ fest long filled with holss on the top like a stove to cook on.
Thres rows of tables each kitchen will accomodates 100 men to dine a*t onge., This is some of
Freronts alepgod extravigance.We expect to leave here the last of this week ferHelens,from £

‘thense we knew not where.

I forgot to 8ay us we perched through townwe could tell the union peaople by the
waving of handkerchisfshdf and banners. At one peint the walk was lined with boye and girls
from Phebe's age and downwards with little tenners waving and some of them ejeculating the
glories Iowa 30.When we arrived in the batrack they said that 14 was the boat regiment that
had been in the barrack. The snow foll hers last Friday night three inches deep
Oct 28.The firet pereon that I met in the camp that I Knew was Charles Johes.Ae we had no
rations left out that day I tock dinner and supper with him,

I found that I was going to spokd the Bibdle and so I bought & Testiment

I had nc trase chain ,It was a Pioce of a log chainand a stay chain.l thought that
they were took homg.Tell Oshin thap the boot w#ill be on the othar fpff/ leg.The irons on our
vagon is worth more thunhis wagon.l gan got a new wood work for %15 and then you have a new
wagon.l dont know what trees yoeun want cut. The saw logs are cut .They only wanmt hauling.
Two white cak trees sre in the northwest corner of one large red oak in tle firet holes
from the west endancther red cak on the top of the runnear the east end.It has been cut
down scre time.Hior more and +hers wont te 80 many of you sick,They will have 40 wait
until after hog selling time and we expect to b6 paid in a fow days.If we are we shant g
get more than & month/i ans & half's pay.l get $14 a month pay.Tell Phebe that it would
be doubtful of my evsr sesing then,Fverything is overhauled by the high officers before we
tee them and the dalanties mostly saten by them.Send thinge %o ycur friende in the
hospiteland 10 to one if thep ever sas a bite of it.¥What isnt eaten by ths doctors is
divided through akl the hospitals .1 thought that the money that I would spend accning
honme weuld do you wore good than for me 4o cone howetwo or three days.The woney was
glven ¢ esquire Cumptondefore we left Faehington,which Lieutenant Sadth will scon
teatifyto here in a lwtter

Keep the tobageo until I come home unlese you can get 50 cents & pound
for it,



CIVIL WAR LETTERS

: g Camp Helena Hov,.30 , 1862, ,

By dsar wife and ohildren: My health is good snd am in hopes yours is/from the letter
I received frem you today 4n answer to the cne I wrote from Memphbs.I have received 4 or
5 lettors since I arrived herewith the ome that I got today.1 got one from brother Kenedy
in the gume meil, Tell Brother Kenedythat the yprofanity of euuﬁggf is to cutragusfor & man
raised in Maryland(?) to be tempted by it,but the scund of it becomes disgusting to &

-man of rofined principlen.l was very glad to receive a letter from bhim, I had sent one to him :
about & week bofore I got his.I hope ha will not stop at that,The membars of our tent are all
#taady men, Georgs Fouler is the youngest,

¥s split punchinand set on end 11 fest long around a frame of polesfifd/ pind
together four Square,to which wespiked the tep of our pinchin,slanting the bottoms out se
that we have as much agaln room as the other tents,and a nice fireplace that dont 8ECKke
cne bit only out of the top of the chimmey.A list of the nuaal:B.?.!right,!n.Puintur,larahall
Guyham, Enus Holsom,George Fouler,Pavid Fendad. : {-
Tell Kother that she has g0t a grand daughter that ig a geed wrighter,that she
hae squaled many a time and it ae & hard case 1f she cant pen for her a letter once b 2 wikile
: Another grand expedition statted from here last Thursday.They went down the river
15 milesand landed in kisipa for the purpose of tearing up the railroads befors Brigse,and cut
off his rotrest.%e heard from them last night .They ars,or were,within 10 miles of the first
track, The next ia 20 miles further.Both tracks are torn up befors this tire. The force sent
for that purpcse amounts 4o 30,000 men and about 80 cannon,and I expect thut some of ihem
will seo the different tale aad all before they got dack.Osker is in the oxpedition. They
wexaxx are following hém with a sgrong force from Corinth.I dont see how he can escape 8o
great a damnation, Ye have deserters coming in from Prise's armydally. From their repecrts
he gonsiders himself in rather hard sledding,but we goe to i+ that they dont go back.
They are yut in jadl and yarded,The river is raleing no~ fast that by the middle of next
Dec.vwe can pay a vigit to Vixburg,and then the Missiosippd is open frow one end to the other.
The lstter that them stamps wers inl Suppoee was aboard of the boat that got f/
blowed up for the letters that %8s in that mailwss ull wet and I had to tear the letter some
te save the staups.for they were stuck fast.I g0t quite a lot before I left Keokuk but they
&re gotting short thers are se many.But I have quit leading .I think I have got encugh to
lagt until I get our money,and then I shall send for some. They msk 5 cents for them here
a piece ,and hard to gog at that. ,
I want Rexx you to have your wood cut stove length and have it corded by by
the house.l have wrote to yeu in every letter to buy corn .You ought ‘o have 150 bushels
after you g9t the hoge faten,I expect that we shall have monsy soon. The quartersaster told
ze last night that the Faymastor was on his way hers, Tell David that I wn very much obliged
to himfor his lengthy lotter.Tell Adely or Phebe that I expect to come home in tho spring
-t0 help them orack their batternuts,and how we will slather then. I would say to uy dear
#wife that she mustn®t get the hipos and put the dark side outfor you dont know how -auemeie
soon I shell be at home ,snd.then what a good time wo will have....Think of the good times
. that are coming and not the batdones . Floren was here today and read your lettsr,Give my
respects to all especially father and zother,

B.F,¥right to hksdreadxdk his dear wife and children.

(Punehia should bs"puncheon” mesning & log flattensd én one side )

&



CIVIL ¥AR LETTERS

Camp Helena Dec.the 6 1863.
Dear wife and children : Ky health is yet good.Florin was here this morning and read
Gineva's lotterof the 6th of Nov.that I received yesterday.This the fourth letter thet I
have written since I arrived in Helena.It is just one month today since we arrived hers
and 1 wrote vne in two or three days after T arrived here. Wentworth is getting bdetter.
Panter has been sick but is getting btetter.The general healtk of the regimont is good,We
hn:o 864 fit for duty.™, Atwood canm tell you whether that is good health in s regiment or
no ® %
Our getup ofshanty and fireplaceis said to be the best in the regiment. They are
all patterning after it. Wephsard here that Richmond was takem.We hope that it is true bt
we ars afrald that it is not.But one thing is true ,that the rebels are leaving Prise as
fast as they can gat away. They are comingin dadly and taking the oath,I think more to mlive
their property than their love of country,but yot 1t shows the distruet in the success
- of the cause in which they are ingaged. Thureday thrss steamewewent down the river loasded
with rebel priscnsrs to de exchanged, The land along the river in this country is low and
flat and telesrably fortile,but as you get bdack it is nobs and cansbrakeswhich isgiiory.
Thursday raln,Friday snow thatmelted as it fell, teday pleasant.
~ Be¢ 7.Teday plsazant .The expeditionhas returnad teday.One wan wae killed out of
the 28,andxansxweundedx & wounded rebeladl killed S0 prisomers and 7 of ours prisoners.
I will leave & blank until I find the nurber of prisoners taken.They brought off ae trophiee
¢f their expediticn several hundred mules and alsc nigers.Tha ehject in carrying off their
nigers ie tetvz&kcn them,for we have no use for the *hick lipped flat fotted race,for :
they are as tontrary as a mule .But each of them fetthed with them & good mule which we think
more of thanwe do of a negro.When Lieutensnt Torem formed them in line of batel in fromt of
the tents and dismigsed them(for Re had the comrand of our regiment in the uxpodltton)
some one called out for three cheers for Colonol RaxxxTorensand the surrcunding country
rang with their shouts.Our company have a1l retutned «Osker is well . With fire and swordthey
sproad ruin and devastation as they went.We think that is the way to conguer the rebels.
We think here ghat they will lay down their arms before the first of January, They marched -
75 miles to Oackland ,broke open the stofe,took what they wanted,and left that with thexbaxxxx
balance of the townin flames.¥hen they took the back track trask:.they wont cne that they
were on & retreat.But one thing is certsin that they made good time scoring back,and that
Prise was notiar from them withhis mane forceis snothor fact,for they learnt from the
prisoners and the darkies that the cavelry that they met with was the Texan rangers,Prises
waln cavelry and no help at hand a retreat would be advisable.But they accomplished more than
they were sent to acoomplish.The were not ordered to feteh back any nigers or mules.Fut I
am informed this afterncon that they brought back aboug 900 nigers amd 400 mules and all
the tobaceco that they eould sarry,Tobacco sells cheaper now in campthan it does in Tewa,but
it will not last lomg.[

I expect that the mail is longer ingoing upr the river than down,snd while the
river was downit took a s*eamer about 2 weeknto coms from Feokuk down here,If they pasy ws off
Before the last of this month we shant got but 2 monthes pay for we cant muster for pay
agaein until the last day of the month,For,we can only nuster for pay once in 2 months,and
thers is no damger of their paying us more than they are obliged to.

: ¥rite soon :

B.P.Wright



CIVIL ¥WAR LEYTTERE,
Pirst part of the letter ndesing.

overbearing hipocritical 9ra!c:uru up there who make long prayere in the corners
of the street to %e heard of menand they: are se intolerabls stingy that when thay
have to pay & dollar tax to make up this $13 that they squease the sagle so that he
hellers till it gives hinm thé diphtheria,.Those people if they possess a soul at all,it
is wo insignificantly small that it could danse a French four for 48 kours on the point
of & cembrick nesdle, The above remarke dec not alude to those noble generous hearted
peoplethst are ready to lay hold and build up the soldier in his effort to rid the
country of this rebellion.

I told you in my last that a part of our regiment was eutlon another sxpedition .
that thoy had returned with 400 mules 500 negroes,but it wae 800 mules and 400 nigers
which ws commider of far greater value.The negroes ars daily flocking to our encampment
Within the few weeks nearly a whole regiment of them dave come in tc thdlower end of it
and plesd to be armed that they may Yo revenged.Cur oncenpment isn't a potate pateh, It
is about five miles squarsover hille and hollers containing soms 40,000 men.¥e are now
very well fixed for winter,I wish you could just tzke a peak in to our tent8 feet gqquare,
when it rains and cee 6 mem in it with their bunks coeking and eating.¥e have two
houble bunks below ,two single above.

B.P,¥right tc his Sear wife and children,



CIVIL WAR LETTER © /
BY B.F.¥right

Dec 22 1862
Stephen Decater is the boat that we srs aboard of resdy to sall from Helema to Vicksburg
&8 soon as the balance of the fleet is ready. Dear wife snd childrsn it is with the
utmost satisfaction that I inbrace this opportunity to inform you that my health is
go0d at present and I hope that ypu are all enjoying the same bleassing. And ss we
recelve them all from from the Grand Master of the Grand Logs above,we should constantly
have an eye single to his glory, remsmbering that whatever he datkxxdoeth is sccording
to the .....determinate couneil of kimmaHim who doeth all things well,
This the best move that I have sedn yettoward the close of the (war). The
force aboard thie fleet besides those below Vicksburg will amount to 130,000 men. :
Fiazenxdidxnatxgenexdewn The army in all will probably amount to 200,000 men. Floren
did ndt coums down yesterday nor this worning.He was out on picket Saturday but they came
off yesterday morning. Why he did not come down I cannot tell,for I think it doubtiul
about the degiment coming together or going ,as they have been put in another brigade
@nd left here at Haleme. : :
23, Last night we all lay to 20 miles below Halene as they do not ehoee to run inf
the night down this way and we garry some guns aboard a litile larger than rifles
or muskets., The scenery last night was beautifully sublime.The blue stherial sky all
bespangled with glittering orbde casting their reflectionsupon the fagce of the waters of
this stupemdous river which has boen ihe bone of contentionin the southwest during
the whole warand has caused ite beautiful waters wore than once to be dyed with blood.
But I think that contention must soon ond,but we will I expect ,have the whole distanae
from Vicksburg to Jackson to fight over as they say it is fortified all the way.But I
think it is caloulated for Grant to attack Juckson at the same time that we Vicksburg.
If s0 I dont see how they can escape 80 great a dammation,
12 oelock.¥o are now at the mouth of thewh.,.river 95 miles below Helene.
The Missimeippi is full of bomts loaded to the yards with soldiers .There is now 10 in
sight.If they dont e#op snd wait for us I am afraid thet the fun will be over before
we get there. -
& oclock at Naspoleomat the mouth of the Arkansas river. Pum on til after
dark and lay to on the Miesiesippi side oppositeVanses(?) Landing, 50 more steamers
lay to within sight,24 moved of{ again about 12 o'clock. In these fleets all have tc [
keap their places,no running,and 1t toek until noon for it to come our turn to statt.
The day is beautifully pleasant. It ssems as tho the AMlrighty was smiling
upon our expedition. The scemery to me is noble,no houses to be seenonly once in a
fow niles & plantation with & barn and niger quarters forming a little town .
Nothing to be seen but nigers. :

(The rest of the letter bs lost)



CIVIL WAR LETTERS ' : i

On board Stephen Decator again on retreat. January the 5 1863.
Nothing transpited worthy of notice excepting the fighting season-----but I ought
to have stated that the 30 th was placed on the right of the ...on Momday to support
the charge and was under the enewmie's fire all day but they were ordered to lay flat
on their beles sll day so there wzs nun of them killed and but five of them: wounded.
On the night of the 81 a little after dark I hearsay that we had been on the field
within & mile of the eremies fortall day and not a shot had been exchanged A4 As I
was stating, a little after darkwe wers ordered into line of battle and marched on
board the several steamers,the 4th and 3Cth Iowa both on board the fouthwestern .
Aleng in the night we were ordersd to have on no costebut the blouseand carry nothing
but the cadtridge box,canteen,and gun ,with strict orders tc be readyto fix btayonets
the mowent the doat touched the shore and charge bayonet right off the boat.Twe eclock
came but no orders;4,and sven daylight,and no orders;and Ohl! nmy God shall it be handed
down to future generstions that the enlisted American soldiers of /62 and/63would
suffer themeelves much lenger to bs dupedby a set of drunken oificers. ¥e are now on our
retreat up the Miesissippiwith the satisfaction that we have mot lost a ship,only about
3806~ 2000 men killed and taken priscners. We commenced our retreat on New Year's mnight .
My dear wifs and children it is very bad writing ,for the wind ie Ligh and the .
river roughsc that the boat rocks se bad that it is most imposible to form a letter.It
would not be best te read that part of it abeut the officers before them that would let
it come back to the army while I amf in 1t , for 1t would not help me any to have the
officers knowit,but I had no reference to company of!icars.él ;
Jan.6.1 should have stated that we have not been reenforced by Benks or Grant but I
believe if they had let the boye gone shead they would have taken the fortif they had
been properly supported, They 4 the Iowa supported by *he 9 and the by the 30thhad gained
the kill and entered the rifle pitf when they were ordered to retire.It ssamed to me that
they were afraidthat they would take Vicksburg., but it is my opinion that there is ~
compermise now sgoing on ,and would to God that it might soon be consumated,for I am satie=
fied that we will never get = permanent peaceby f{ightingand also that this is a war of
speculationamongst the big bugs;and as for starving them out,they have reised zmore cora
in the south this year than they have in the north,tho it is not so sound . But much
larger ¢rops .They let the cotton go snd used corn.¥here we landedon the Yazoo we camped
in a field of 300 acres. ;
Feap us cooped on this old boat about 2 weeks longer and the whole regiment
will be sick.I have not weceived a letter for three weeks,It was reported that a mail boat
was burnt at the mouth of the White river by the Pebs since we went dewn .If so they must
have been a (letter)abosrd of it if my dear family have not forgotten me,It is a satisfactie
to hear them if I cant see them. It rainéd here Saturday and Sundaybut since thap the waxx
weather has been fine.I am sitting on the hurricane deckwriting and feel very comfortable,
tho nighte and morninge you want & great coatand mittens.¥When folks talk about my joining
' the Methodists,tell them I am daily getting stronger of the opinionthat the Lord is
omnipotent and wakéththe rath of man topraise him And whem I view him in his purityl cant
sos how we can expect to be prospered under such officersand conduct.But if I live te get
home I think I will come home a wiser and a better man.I knew but little of the iunfimy of
waruntil this trip.I wonder that the Lord dont strike some of them dead for their blasphenmus
curse of life,
18. Evening of,30 landed 4 miles belowthe fort at Arkansas post.marched all day around
swanps andsoforih,to get in the ememies.Just before night I gave out and was sent back to
the boat.However they effected the object that night next worning the 12 gtarted to find
wy regiment get to thei rve(7)of rifle pits was.stopped rewained there until the fight
commensed pretty brisk,went forward then te where cu# big siege guns were pointed,set on
the bank ef the river and saw the whole fight.Just before they surrendered we had seversl
batteries and gunboatsfiring on them .The shells dropped inte it like a hail storm,and the
white flag soon went up. :



AIVIL AR LETYTRS,

Abbotte Valley Miss. July lst 1BES,

Fres.B.F.¥Wright: : : /
I promieed to inform you ss scon as I wae officially infermed of
your husbands desath,whers Re died ,the cause of his death &.Fnelensd pleces find an
inventory of effecta.You are allowed n pensicn of #8.00 per month from date of hie A4
death.) Thers is five months and seventeon day pay dus you (%ept.15 1862 to Marchdrdl868)
from goverament.alse 75,00 bounty. : - :
t. ] Yuor best plan weuld be te smploy some psrsen to settle the business
or yee . A
I shall take great pleasurs in forwarding sl1 infermation necessary to
procurs pay and a warrent for petition that I ocan.
Your nephew Oscar ¥iller is well,Oscsr is & good soldier and a d¢difd
desirable messmate.He is well respscted by all whe know him .He is an honer to his
fardly.Hope this nay find you and your berieved family a1l well,

Youra Respectifully,
Joseph Frith
Nra.B.¥,Wright Capt.Co.F 30 Iowa

( On a pleca of eardboard on which buttons had formerly been fastsned was: )
July 22 1858
Mustered intec August 24 18637
Med March 2,1862



\ YIL WAR LETTFRS,
A b »
3 . Kbbotts Valley Mise. July lst 1863.

; 4
¥rs.B. F{!ﬁgh‘%:
1 I provised to inform you as soon as I was officially informed of
- your husbands dsath,whers He died othe cause of his death &.Fnclosed plesse find an
“inventpry of effscts.You are allowed a pension of #8.00 per month from date of his id
death, There is five months and geventeen day pay due you (fept.15 1862 to March3rd1863)
lrwn ‘government.also $75.00 bounty.
3 Yuor best plan would be to employ some person to settle the business
or ycn .
I shall take great yloaaurt in torward&ag all information necessary fo
proauhp pay and a warrent for petition that I can.
Your nephew Ogear Miller is well.Oscar is & good soldier and a dddffd
docir&bla messmate.He is well respected by all who know him .He is an honor to his
!nn&ly.xﬁpo this way find you and your berieved family all well.

W\ Yours Pespectfully.
5 Joseph Smith

. Mre.B,F,Wright Capt.Co.F 20 Iowa

( On n‘yisca of eardboard on which buttons had formerly been fastened was: )
July 22 188523

Mustered intc Auguet 24 1862

™ed March 2,1863

A\



CIVIL WAR LETTERS,

ramp Linceln Keckuk,Sept 4.
Dear and well beloved wife and children,
5 Ky health ie good and 1 have not had amy of
the direar,and I think it le cccasioned by eating tco muck fruit.T feel as happy as ever
with the exception of my dear family,but I feel as the Jif T should fall in battléyom
¢ould do betier without me with the government . ®ith we ,my desr wife,remswber that the
spirit of the ¥remch and Indian Var,*76,end that of 1812 £ti1l rune in ... (unreadable)
and tell our/dfhgiidf/ mother that Wer som never mill be ghot in the back....and tell
Adelino(?)as I think from the writing that she wae the ome that wrote to me -----that
her pa never will be shot in the back.
The 17(?) regiment yesterday ,smid the shouts sndcheers of thousands, and we
hope soon te fellow them The sooner the better.¥e will soon have to parade,which will
out my letter short.My dear wife I have sent you %10 by the hand ofbrotherBeayes(?)
I want you to fix the family right in regards of the taxes or anything slee.Get at least
150 shocke of féph/ corn cut up. You ocught to get it cut for 3cents per shock,but had
better give more than not get it cut.If Oshin does net fix the roof sconget Molin or
Flecher to attend to it,and let the one you hit upon take the(bank hook, bark?) and if
any one attempts te injure you in any particular as I can punish the meanest at any time,
if I should not have the mwoney in ny pooket ,Uncle Ban'e receipts are good. Dont be
inpesed upon by traitors for I hope socn to te fighting for tha old flag. /And rather
than she should be trailed in the dust,may I lay my poor frall bodys sacrifise on the
field of battle, and I hope that I shall have the prayers of all goodfriends that if
I should chance to fall in battle that I be gathersd howe to the sacred Aélpgé/ realws,
When we near of the dissster of our tribes the only ery is "Lead us to battls .
Wo had a very patriotic sermon fron the Pevarand Hayes night before last,
....... .1 will send you more when I get mp months pay,that Rho I expect I shall be
pald away. when the soldiers red that the little wich was ... tomorrow for the gpidi
soldiers the cried Three cheers for the little patriot.

B.P.Wright to his wife and hie children



CIVIL WAR LETTER®,

. mranp Lincoln Keokuk,Sept 4,
Dsar and well beleoved wife and children,
_ , My health is good and 1 have not had any of
the direar,and T think it is cccesicned by eating tec much fruit,I feel as happy as ever
with the exception of my desr family,but I fesl as tho Iif I should fall in dattlfyou
could de better without me with the governmment.®ith me ,my desr wife,remember that the
spirit of the Prench and Indian Yar,'76,snd that of 1812 e4il) runs in .. .(unresdable)
end toll cur/d#ygfigf/ mother that Wer son never will be shot in the back....and tell
Adeline(7)as I think from the writing that she was the one that wrote to me _-----that
her pa never will be shet in the back.
The 17(1) regiment yesterday ,amid the shouts srdcheers of thousends, and we
hope soon te fellow them The soconer the better.¥e will soon have to parade,which will
cut my letter short.My dear wife I have sent you $10 by the hand efbrotherBeayes(?)
I want you to fix the family right in regards of the taxes cr anything else.Get at least
150 shocks of gfgfh/ corn ocut up. You ought to get it cut for 3cents per shock,but had
better give more than not get it cut.If Oshin does net fix the reof sconget Rolin or
Flecher to attend to it,and let the one you hit upen take the(bank, hook,bark?) aznd if
any one attempts to injure you in any perticular as I can punish the meanest at any time,
if 1 should not have the woney in my pooket ,Uncle Ran'e receipts are good. Domt te
imposed upon by traiters for I hope socn to be fighting for ths old flag. And rather
than she should be trailed in the dust,may I lay my poor frail bodys sacrifise on the
field of battle, and I hope that I shall have the prayers of all geodfriends that if
1 should chance to fall in battle that I be gathered homwe te the swcred félpd/ realms.
When we heor of the disaster of our tribes the only cry ies "Lead us te battls ".
Vo had s very patriotic sermon fron the Reverand Hayes night befors last,
Esn » & oa's .1 will send you more whem I get mp monthe pay,that Rhe I expect I shall de
pald away. when the soldiere red that the 1ittle wich waa ... tomorrew  for the gildi
soldiers the ecried Three cheers for the little patriot, :

B.F.¥right to his wife and hie children



CIVIL WAR LETIFRS,

et : Camp Lincoln Cect.17 1862,
Dear wifs and children, :
¥y hsakth i3 improving 2s faet a8 can be expected,l em
weldl enocugh to walk to canplof a mile and also adout town.l think that by next
- week I will be well enough to go to the regiment.l asked for a discharge foom the
hospitalbut he informed me that ke would be apt tc know when I was adle %o go to
my regiment. : :
I attended the Congregational Church again laet @sbsth.Our Colonel Abott
and our surgeon chief Tailor and their wives they are adhersnts t¢ that churchk.ind 1 >
must #ay that they have the best musiec I ever heard.They have & splendid melodeon
vecal nueic thut cant be beat.You can heer every word as nistinct as the theywere
reading it united.The Sabath echool quire ie beautiful,They have their quarterly
conserta.]l attended one last Tueeday evening,it was splendid.
I was glad to hear of your good luck in the corn ma‘terjand you will tell
these kind neighbersto please to accept my hearty and simcere thankefor their §
patrictic novements,for they can serve their country at home ae well ae in the arny,
and that if Providence should se order 1tthat I should so chance to meet the rebel
foedy the assisting grace of God I hope to prove myself worthy of being a soldier
of the old flagand of the confidence that my friends seem to have placed in me,
" Tell Brother Kenedy that I still thurst for rebel bleed to wipe cut the
stains and wiseries of this infernal war,and I begin tc think more strongly that it
must Lo & war of extermination,that they muet be baptiseddy imersben in the gull,
end may the Lord speed the houre when they shall take the last leapand take the last
lock at theland of liberty they have curssd by their footsteps.l begin to believe that
2t ig & sin to pay for them in any other waythan that they mag beswept from the land
by the beawom(?) of deetruction. . :
Just come here and see the hundreds that are grépled for life ,constitutions-
broken forever,and all for the scursed institution of slavery,if institution it may be ¢
ealled.One hundred and fifty poor soldierssick and diseased for life,bret up the river
and put in oué hospltals last Monday.This is almost a daily ocourance;and to hear the §
poor fellows bless Godthat they have got to the Weokuk hospitalis enough to move & stone
to tears if they haté any to shed,and make the very stones ery out for Xeokuk vengeance
on the .,..institution of slavery. I had the honor of being appeinted by the chaplin of
our hospitsl tv be one of *he numbar to go and distridute some religious tracts,books,
and papers amoeng them, wsiezed on them with an sager apetite and I considered that many
of them,if they had not already besn taught the straight and narrow path needed to have
their feet placed therein,for I think their stay on earth is short.But my strength Adps
adwonishes me to no more upon this subject at this time 4o write to Brother Kenedy
yot it will jerhaps sufise at presentto let him read thie,l shall endeavor %o write to
hiw as soon as time and strength permits.Perhaps you will have to help him %o read it
for I know 41 is badly written, :
I sgain say that you must not work so hard.That was all that made Prancis AdR
#ick.It troubles me very much.l shall send ypu momey the middle of noxt month at the
furtherist,likely as much as you will nead until ancther payday.fo hire and buy you a
lot of wheat or flour ,right off perhape.It would be best to (buy)wheat sc as %o have
the bran.Do whichever way you think best,Our armes and equipment have arrived .It is a
fact that our stay here is short ,but diwect as defors.
B.F."right to his dear wife and childeen.



: CIVIL WAR LETTERS
; Camp Helena Hov.30 ,1862.

lly dear wife and children: My health is good and am in hopes yours is;from the letter
I received frem you today in answer to the ome I wrote from Memph#s.I have received 4 or
5 letters since I arrived herewith the one that I got today.Il got one from brother Kenedy
in the same meil.Tell Brother Kenedytha® the profanity of eanp?Sf is to outragusfor a man
reised in Maryland(?) to be tempted by it,but the sound of it becomes disgusting to a
man of refined principles.I was very glad to receive a letter from him.I had sent one to him
about & week before I got his.I hope he will not stop at that.The members of our tent are all
staady men, George Fouler is the youngest.

Ve split punchinand set on end 11 feet long around a frame of polesfifd/ pind
together four square,to which wespiked the top of our pinchin,slanting the bottoms ocut so
that we have as much again room as the other tents,and a nice firsplace that dont smoke
one bit only out of the top of the chimmey.A list of the nanes;B. P.Wright, Wn.Palnter, liarshall
‘Guyham, Enus Holsom,George Fouler,David Kendad. :

Tell Mother that she has got a grand daughter that is a good wrighter,that she
has squaled many a time and it ae a hard case if she cant pen for her a letter once b8 a while
Another grand expedition statted from here last Thursday.They went down the river
15 milesand landed in Misipa for the purpose of tearing up the railroads befors BRrise,and cut
off hie rotreat.We heard from them last night .They are,or were,within 10 miles of the firet
track.The next is 20 miles further.Both tracks are torn up before this time.The force sent
for that purpose amounts to 30,000 men and about 80 camnon,and I expect that some of them
will see the different tale and all before they got back.Osker is in the expedition. They
wexaxx are following hém with a sgrong force from Corinth.I dont see how he can escape 80
great a damnation. We have deserters coming in from Prise's armydaily. From their repcrts
he considers himself in rather hard sledding,but we sete to it that they dont go back.
They are put in jail and yarded.The river is raising so» fast that by the middle of next
Dec.we can pay a visit to Vixburg,and then the Missiseippi ie open from one end tc the other.
The letter that them stamps were inl suppose was aboard of the boat that got £/
blowed up for the letters that wae in that mailwae all wet and I had to tear the letter some
to save the stasps.for they were stuck fast.I got quite a lot before I left Keokuk but they
are getting short there are so many.But I have quit lending .I think I have got emocugh to
last until I get our noney,and then I shall send for some. They ask 5 cents for them here
@ piece ,and hard to geg at that.
I want %exx you to have your wood cut stove lemgth and have it corded &p by
the house.I have wrote to you in every letter to buy corn .You ought to have 150 bushels
after you get the hogs faten.I expect that we shall have money soon.,The quartermaster told
me last night that the paymaster was on his way here,Tell David that I wm very much obliged
to himfor his lengthy letter.Tell Adely or Phebe that I expect to come home in the spring
to help them crack their butternuts,and how we will slather them.I would say tc my dear
wife that she mustn't get the hipoe and put the dark eide outfor you dont know how goon I
soon I shall be at home ,and then what a good time we will have....Think of the good times
that are coming and nmot the batdones . Florenm was here today and read your letter.CGive ny
respects to all especially father and mother. :

B.F,Vright to hisdrezdxdk his dear wife and children.

(Punchin should be"puncheon" mesning a log flattened én one side )



CIVIL WAR LETTEPS

Camp Helena Dec.the 6 1862,

Dear wife and children : My health is yet good.Florin was here this morning and read
Cineva's leotterof the 6th of Nov.that I received yesterday.This the fourth letter that I
have written since I arrived in Helens.It is just one month today eince we arrived here
and T wrote one in two or three days after I arrived here, Wentworth is getting better.
Panter has been sick but is getting better.The general health of the regiment is good.We
have 864 fit for duty.T. Atwood cen tell you whether thet is good health in a regiment or
not,

Our getup ofshanty and fireplaceis sald to be the best in the regiment, They are
all patterning after 1t. Wepheard here that Richmond was taken.We hepe that it is true bat
we are afraid that it is not.But one thing is true ,that the rebels are leaving Prise as
fast as they can get away,They are comingin dably and teking the oath,l think more tc afive
their property than their love of country,but yet it shows the digtruet in the success
of the cause in which they are ingaged, Thureday thres gteamewswent down the river loaded
with rebel prisoncrs to de exchanged, The land along the river in this country is low and
flat and tolerably fertile,but as you get back it is nobs snd canebrakeswhioh is wiery.
Thureday rain,Friday snow thatmelted as it fell,teday pleasant.

Bec 7.Teday pleassnt .The expeditionhae returnsd today.One wan was killed out of
the 28,andxemsxusundedx & wounded rebelsd® killed 50 prisoners and 7 of curs priscners.
I #will leave & blank until I find the number of prisoners taken.They brought off as trophiee
of their expedition several hundred mules and also nigers.Tha cbject in carrying off their
uigers is to weaken them,for we have no use for the thick lipped flat fotted race,for
- they are as contrary as a mule .But each of them fetthed with them & good mule which we think
more of thanwe de of a negro.When Lieutensnt Torsm formed them in line of batel in fromnt of
the tente and dismissed them(for He had the command of our regiment in the axpedition)
scme one called out for three cheers for Colonol RexxxTorensand the surrcunding ecountry
rang with their shouts.Our company have all retutsed .Osker is well.Fith fire and swerdthey
spread ruin and devastation as they went.We think that is the way to conguer the rebels.
Weo think here ghat they will lay down their arms before the firet of January. They marched
75 miles to Csckland ,broke open the stofe,took what they wanted,and left that with thexbaxxxx
balance of the townin flames.When they took the back track trasks.they wont cne that they
wers on & retreat.But ome thing is certain that they made good time sconing back,and that
Prise was notiar from them withhis mane forceis amother faoct,for they learnt from the
prisoners and the darkies that the cavelry that they met with was the Texan rangers,Prises
maln cavelry and no help at hand a retreat would be advisabls.But they accomplished more than
they were sent to accomplish.The were not ordered te feteh baek any nigers or mules.But I
am informed this afternmcon that they brought back aboug 900 nigers and 400 mules and all
the tobacco that they ecould carry.Tobacco sells chesper now in campthan it dees in Iowa,but
it will not last lomg.f
I expect that the mail ie longer ingoing up the river than down,end while the
river was downit took a s*eamer about 2 weeksto coms from Feokuk down here.If they pay us qlt
Before the last of this month we shant get but 2 months pay for we cant muster for pay
agein until the last day of the momth.For,we can only muster for pay once in 2 months,and
there ie no damger of their paying us more than they are obliged to.
¥rite scon

B.P.Wright



o)

CIVIL WAR LETTERE,
Pirst part of the letter nmiesing. |

¢verbearing hipocritical profesers wp there who make long prayere in the corners
of the strest to bo heard of menand they: are sc intolerable stingy that when they
huve to pay a dollar tax to make up this $13 that they squease the sagle so that he
hellers till it gives him thé diphtheria.Those ypeople if they poswess a soul at all,it
is sc insignificantly small that it could danse a French four for 48 hours on the point
of a cambrick needle, The above remarke do not alude to those noble generous hearied
peoplethat are roudy to lay hold and build up the soldier in his effort tc rid the .
country of this rebdellion.

I told you in my last that a part of our regiment was out on another expedition
that they had returned with 400 mules 500 negross,but it was 800 mules and 400 nigers
which we comsider of far greater value.The negroes are daily flocking to our encampment
Within the fow weeks nearly a whole regiment of them dave come in te thelower end of it
8ad plead to bo armed that they may be revenged.Our encanpment isn't a potatc pateh, It
ie about five miles squarecver hills and hollers containing some 40,000 men.¥e are now
very well fixed for winter.I wish you could just tzke & pesk in to our tent8 fest gquars,
Wwhen it raine and see 6 men in it with their bunke cooking and esting.¥e have two
houble bunks below ,two single above.

B.F.Wright to his Sear wife and children.



CIVIL WAR LETTER S _ o l;}
BY B.F.¥right

: Dec 22 1862 :
Stephen Decater is the boat that we are aboard of ready to sail from Helema to Vickeburg
as soon as the balance of the fleet is ready. Dear wife and children it is with tie
utmost satisfaction that I imbrace this opportunity to inform you that my health is
good at present and I hope that ypu are all enjoying the same blessing., And as we
receive them all from from the Grand Master of the Grand Loge above,we should congtantly
have an eys single to hig glory, remembering that whatever he damtkxxdoeth is sccording
to the .....dsterminate counsil of hinwsFir who doeth all things wekl,

This the best move that I have sedn yettowurd the close of the (war), The
foree abosrd this fleet besides those below Vieksburg will amount to 130,000 mem.
Eiarenxdkdxnaixsonaxdewn The army in all will prebably amount to 200,000 men. Floren
did ndt cone down yesterday nor this worning.He was out on picket Saturday but they came
off yesterday morning. Why he did not come down I cannot tell,for I think 1% doubtful
about the Regiment coming together or going ,as they have been put in another brigade
and left here at Falene.

8. Last night we all lay to 20 miles below Halene as they do not ehose to run ing
the night down this way and we carry soms guns aboard a little larger than rifles

or muskots., The scensry last night was beautifully sudlime.The blue stherial sky all
bespangled with glittering orbs casting their reflectionsupon the face of the waters of
this stupendous river which has been the bone of contentionin the southwest during
the whole warand has caused ite beautiful waters wore than once to be dyed with blood.
But T think that contention must soon end,but we will I expect ,have the whole distange
from Vickeburg to Jackson to fight over as they say it is fortified all the way.But I
think it is caleulated for Grant tc attack Jackson at the same time that we Vicksburg.
If so I dont ses how they can escape o0 great a damnation,

12 occlock.%e are now at the mouth of thewh...river 95 niles below Helene.

The Miesissippi is full of Youts lomded to the yards with eoldiers .There is now 10 in
sight.If they dont stop and wait for us I am afraid thet the fun will be over before
we get there.

2 ocloek at Napoleonat the mouth of the Arkeangas river. Pun on til after

dark and lay to on the Missiesippi side oppositeYanses(?) Landing. 50 more stecmers
lay to within sight.24 moved off again about 13 ofclock. In these fleets all have to i
keep their places,nc running,end it took until noon for it to come our turn to statt.
The day is besutifully pleasant. It seems as tho the Alrighty was swiling
upen cur expedition. The scenery ‘o me is nodle,no houses to be geenonly once in &
fow niles a plantation with a barn and niger quarters forming a little town .
Nothing to be seem but nigers.

(The rest of the letter fs lost)



CIVIL WAR LETTER § , (O
BY B.F.Wright

: Dec 22 1862 '
Stephen Decater is the boat that we sre aboard of ready to sail from Helenma to Vickebu
as soon as the balance of the fleet is ready. Dear wife and children it is with the
utmost satisfaction that I imbrace this opportunity to inform you that my health is
good at present and I hope that ypu are all enjoying the same blessing., And as we
receive them all from from the Grand Master of the Grand Loge above,we should congtantly
have an eys single to hig glory, remsmbering that whatever he datkxxdoeth is sccording
to the .....deterninate counsil of kimwaHim who doeth all things well.

This the best move that I have sedn yettoward the close of the (war). The
force aboard this fleet besides those below Vieksburg will amount to 130,000 men.
Eiarenxdidxnanixgorexdewn  The army in all will prebably amount to 200,000 men. Floren
did ndt cone down yesterday nor this morning.He was out on picket Saturday but they came
off yesterday morning. Why he did not come down I cannot tell,for I think it doubtiul
about the Regiment coming togather or going ,as they have been put in another brigade
and left here at Halene.

23. Last unight we all lay to 20 miles below Halsne as they do not ehose to rum inf
the night dewn this way and we garry soms guns aboard a little larger than rifles

or muskets., The scenery last night was beautifully sublime.The blue stherial sky all
bespangled with glittering orbe casting their reflectionsupon the face of the waters of
this stupendous river which has been ths bone of contentionin the southwest during
the whole warand has caused ite beautiful waters more than once to be dyed with blood.
But I think that contention must soon end,but we will I expect ,have the whole distanse
from Vickeburg to Jackson to fight over as they say it is fortified all the way.But I
think it is caloulated for Grant tc attack Juckson at the same time that we Vickeburg.
If 8o I dont see how they can escape so great a damnation.

12 oclock.We are now at the mouth of thewh,..river 95 riles below Felene.

The Miesissippi is full of bomts loaded to the yaris with soldiers .There is now 10 in
sight.If they dont steop and wait for ue I am afraid thet the fun will be over before
we get there.

3 oclock at N¥apoleomat the mouth of the Arkansas river. Pun on til after

dark and lay to on the Wiselesippi side oppositeVanses(?) Landing. 50 more steamers
lay to within sight.24 moved off again about 13 o'clock. In these fleets all have to i
keep their places,nc rumning,and it took until noon for it to come our turn to statt.
The day ie beautifully pleasant. It seems as tho the Alrighty was sriling
upen cur expedition., The scensry ‘o me is nodle,no houses to be meenonly once in &
few miles a plantation with a barn and niger quarters forming a little town .
Nothing to be seen but nigers.

(The rest of the letter ke lost)



CIVIL WAR LETTERE 7

On board Stephen Necator sgaim on retreat., January the 5 1863.
Nething transpited worthy of notice excspting the fighting seagon~----but I cught
to have stated that the 30 th was placed on the right of the ...on Honday to support
the charge and was under the snemie's fire all day but they were ordered to lay flat
on their beles all day wo there was nun of them killed and but five of them: wounded,
On the night of the 81 & little after dark I hearsay that we Lad been on the field
within & sdle of the enemiss fortall day and not a shot had been exchanged A4 As I
was satating, a little after darkwe were erdered into line of batile and marched on
bosrd the several steamews,the 4th and 30th Iowa both om board the fouthwestern .
Aleng in the night we were crdered 4o have on no costebut the blouseand earry nothing
but the cadtridge box,centessn,and gun ,with strict orders to be readytc fix bayonets
the mowsnt the boat touched the shore and charge bayonet right off ghe boat.Twe oclock
came but no orders;4,and even daylight,and no orders;and Ch! my Ged shall it be handed
dewn to future zenerstions that the enlisted American soldlers of /62 snd/63would
suifer themselves much lenger to be dupeddy a set of drunken officers. ¥e are now on our
rotrest up the Missisaippiwith the satisfaction that we have net lost a ship,only about
2800~ 2000 men killed snd taken prisonors., Wa comménced our retreat on New Year's night .
, Uy dear wife snd children it is very bad writing ,for the wind is high end the .
river roughso that the boat rocke so bad that it is woat impesidle %o form & letter.It
would not be best te read that part of 1% about the offigers before them that would let
it come back to the army while I amf in it , for it would not help me any to have the
officers knowit,but I had no refersnce to cosmpany officers.
Jan.6.1 should have stated that we have not been reenforsed by Benks or Grant but I
belisve 4f they had lei the boys gone sread they would have taken the fortd! they had
been properlu supported, They 4 the lowa supporied by the 9 and the by the 30thhad gained
the kill snd entersd the rifle pitd whom they were ordered to retirs.It ssamed to me that
they were afraidthat they would take Vicksburg. but it is my opinion that there is
cenpernmise now agoing on ,and would to Ood that it might scon be consurated,for I sm satis-
fied that we will never get s permanent pesmceby fightingand also that this is a war of
speculationanongst the dig dugs;and as for starving them ocut,they have raised more cora
in the south this year than they have in the noerth,the it is not se scund . Put much
larger crope .They lst the cotton go and used corn.Vhere we landedon the Yazoo we camped
in a field of 300 acres. ;
Feap us cooped on this old boat about 2 weeks longer and the whole reflment
will be sick,I have not weceived a letter for three weeke,It was rerorted that & mail boat
was burnt at the mouth of the White river by the Pebs since we went down .If sc they must
kave been a (letter)aboard of 1t if my dear family have not forgotten me.It is a satisfactie
to hear them if I can® ses them, It rainéd here Saturday and Sundeybut since thajp the waxx
weather has beon fine.l aw sitting on the hurricene deckériting and feel very confortabdle,
the nights and merninge you want a great coatand mittens.¥hen folke talk sbout my jeining
the Methodists,tell them I am dally getting stronger of the opinionthat the Lord is
omnipotent and makéththe rath of man topraise him And when I view him in his purbtyl cant
soe how we can expsct to be prospered under such officersand conduct.But if I live to get
home 1 think I will come home 2 wieer and a better men.I knew but little of the infimy of
waruntil this trip.] wonder that the Lord dont strike some of them dead for their blasphemus
curse of life.
18, FEvening of,30 landed 4 miles dolowthe fort at Arkansas post,marched all day around
swamps andsoforth,to get in the enemies.Just before night 1 gave cut and was sent back to
the boat.Bowsver they effscted the object that night next marning the 12 started to find
my regiment zot to thes rve(1)of rifle pite was.stopped remained there until the fight
coumensed pretiy brisk,went forward then to where cu? big siege guns were pointed,set on
ths bank @f the river and saw the whole fight.Just before they surrendersd we had seversl
batteries and gunbeatsfiring on them ,The shells dropped into 4t like & hail storu,and the
white f{lag soon went up.



AIVIL WAR LETTFRE, {t}

v /7?’3§?$rnt part ot letter is niessing.

for want of care and proper treatment.I tell you that an Americam soldier here in the

army is not treated as well as you treat your dog.My God! How long will thie state of

things exist?How long will American soldiers who havelong been the pride and wonder €f

the whole worldhave to bow their necks. . (unreadable ) few deserving of negroes and

have their lives and health sacrifisedto fill their inferndlcofers with a little paltry

gold,who would scrape the feet of 0ld catan himeelf if they thought that therin were

agoing to to find a little of the shining dust.Men and brethern we call on you in the
nawe of fifd the God of Isrmelto rise ,shake off the catarasct which has been hung over yeu
and us and no longer believe that these men who are saping the veryfoundation of your
government and would sell the hearts bloodof these thet you hold near and dear to you,#
and if it were in their power would barter their very souls salvation for as much gold
a8 would buythe liquor to make them thrice drunk.Do you supose that a just God who JFésid
presides over the destinations will bless the efforts of the wighty army you have sent
into the field and working hard to suppert them thers,led om by such drunken,
11loncioua,ovorbcarLZttomiscgt who tell you when they are called upon to sign a diecharge
for your .... -who is writhing in pain without any possible chancefor to sver be able
to serve their country any more...(unrsadable )...and when applied to by a feeling colonel
in behalf of his mén Gemeral fhermanmen are all sick .They will die if something is not g
done and lmpertuning him to let them go up the river let themdie and be damed.Stick
them that have the small pox in the ewamps and the reat of the sick inf the sand banke
and go shead with the rest.Can you expect the sfforts of 4he army to be hlesged while
under the guldance of such men?For ons,I tremble st the wickednees that 1 see in high i
places.Vhag say you bretherin and sisters will you not arise in your mightarest the
mighty storm that ie gathering thick with blacknessend darkmess and at once strike for
liverty and peacéand arest the awful efusicn of bleod and treasure that must yet be #
spentin this {ruitless attempt .Let your soldiers be assured that they are fighting to
some purpose and they will fight.Hot gfly/fh#/ even the combined powersFurcpe and the
infernal regions can stand before them.But under these discouraging circumstances they
cannot, they will not fight.The day has been that thefffg/ rebs could have bsen .
bent to your own termsbut I fear that that time has goneby Tt has been focled with too
long.It will take 5 tiwee the men to take Vicksburg now that it would last July.

But I am comsuming toc much of your time .Remember that these few lines are for
the friends and neighbors ....I heerd cf your interesting meetingwith the greatest fﬁ##f‘
interest,and it rejoices my very soul tohear of the bdlessings of £ Godthat rested upon ¥p
your efforts,net only in community but also in my own family.I only regret that they
hed been greater.But stop,I see that we are selfish mertals,not remembering thaet God
worketh acording tc the councilsof hie own divine will.The I was absent in personml
trust that ny preyers was with youand that yours will follow me wherever I go.

B.F.¥right.
Let Ceneva draw off the part to...... .ths echurch,and give tc Brother Fensdy.He may read
it in public if he thinke proper,amnd if he thinks he can form anything out df the
factsl present worth presenting he can do soybut not have my name signed to it. only as
a voice of a clay soldier,for this might handle me while I am in their power
BiFe¥right to hig dear wife and children. T
The Lord be with you Amen.%c mote it be.

PR ey :



CIVIL ®AR LETTFRE,

/7?753?!#1% part ot letter is missing.

for want of care and proper treatment.l tell you that an American soldier here in the

srmy i not treated asm well mas you 4raat your dog.My God! How long will this state of

things existlHow long will American soldiers whe havelong besn the pride and wonder €1

the whole worldhave to bow their necks..(unreadable ) fow deserving of nepgross and

kave their lives and health sacrifisedtc fill their infernaleofers with a 1little paltry

gold,who would soraps the feet of Old catan himself &f thay thought that therin were

ageing to to find & little ¢f the shining dust.Men and brethern we call on you in the
naws of Ppf the God of Isrmelto rise ,shake off the emtarmet which has been hung over youm
and us and no longer believe that these mem who are saping the veryfoundation of your
government and would sell the hearts bloodof these that you hold near and desr to you,#
and if 1t were in their power would bartsr their very souls sslvation for as much gold
ae would buythe liquor to make them thrice drunk.Do you supose that a Just Ged who Jrédls
presides over the destinations will bless the efforts of the wighty army you have sent
inte the field and working hard t¢ suppert then thore,led on by such drunken,
lisencious,cverbsaringdenigogs who tell you when they are cslled upon %o sign a discharge
for your .... .who 1a writhing 4n pain without any possible chancefor to sver be able
to serve their country any mors...(unreadable )...and when applied to by a feeling colonel
in bshalf of his men Gensrsl Shermanmen are all siek .They will die if sowething is not 4
done and impertuning him 4o let them go up the river let themdie and be damed.ftick
them that havse the small pox in the ewamps and ths rest of the sick inf the mand banks
and go shead with tha rest.Can you éxpect the offorts of 4he army 4o be hlessed while
under the guidance of such men?For ons,l tremble at the wiokednees that I see in high [
places.¥hat nay you bratharin and eistera will you not ardse in your mipghtarest the P31
mighty storm that is gathering thick #ith blacknessand darkness and at once strike for
liverty and psmceand arest the awful sfusion of blocd and treasura thet must yet be §
spentin this fruitless attempt .let your soldiers be assured that they are fighting to
some purpose and they will fight.Mot £fly/th4/ even the combined powersFurope and the
infernal regions can stand before them,But under these discouraging circumstances they
cannot, they will not fight.The dey has been that thefghg/ rebs could have been
bent to your own termebut I fear that thet ¢ime has pgoneby It has been focled with toe
long.It will take 5 times the mwen to take Vicksburg now that 1t would last July.

But T an consuming teo much of your time .PRemenber that these few lines are for
the friends and meighbors ....1 hesvd of your interesting meetingwith the prestect {ffgfé
interest,and it rejoices. my very soul tohear cf the blessinps of 4 Gedthat reeted vpor ¥p
your efforts,net only in community but alee in my own family.l only regret that they
hed been groater,But step,l see that we are selfish mortale,nct rerewbering that God
worketh scording tc the couneilsof his own divine will,The I was abeent in personl
truet that my preyers was with youwand that yours will follow me whersver I go.

B, V. Wright,
Let Geneva draw off the part to..... .the church,snd give te¢ Brother Fenedy.He may read
it im public if he thinke proper,and 4! he thinks he can form anything ocut &f the
factsl present worth presenting he san do so,but not have my name signed to it. only as
& voice of a clay soldier,for thie nighkt hendle me while I am in their power
B.F."right to hig dear wife and children,
The Lerd be with you 2men.fc mote it de,



OIVIL WAR LETIERS,

Abbotts Valley Miss. July let 1BES.

Kre.B.F.¥righs: » :
I provised to inform you as soon 2s I wae officially infermed of
your husbsnds decth,where Re died ,the csume ¢f hie death &.Fnelesed pleass find an
inventery of sffecta,.You are allowed a pension of #8.00 psr month from date of his #é
dsath, There is five morths anl seventeen day pay dus you (Sept.15 1862 to March8rdl863)
from government.alese 75.00 bounty, :
‘ Tuer bast plan weuld be 1o srmploy some person to setile the busineas
tﬁr fﬂ’ﬂ »
I shall take grest pleasure in forwarding all information necessary to
procurs pay and & warrent for pstition that 1 can,
Your nephew Oncsr Miller is well.Oscar is & good soldier ard & ffsifd
desirable mesgmate.He is well respseted by all whe keew him .He is =n honor to his
family.Hope this may find you and your barieved famlly all well, Sy

Yours Pespectfully,
Jeseph Smith
Kre.B.F.¥right Capt.Co.E 30 Iowa

( Cn & plece of enrdbosrd on which buttons had formerly been fastened was: )
July 22 1853
Mustered inte August 24 1860
Med March 22,1063
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Letter|of Bonton R.¥right of Homer Ohio to his brother B.F.Wright of Clag,Vaskington Co Iowm
% o e

/ Homer,lay 28th 1861
Dear brother : We received your letter a few days ago.We wers glad to #ear from you.
Caroline wrote a letter to Ginecra a few weeks ago.l do not know whdther you got it or
. not.Carcline was married one year ago to Robt. Larrimore.He is a very worthy young man. )
We have just got through planting.¥s planted one and one-fourth aores of sugar csne and
forty} acres of corn.¥e think we have a good prospect for corn., We have 58 Hagsxxxx hogs
which we intend to foed mext fall.Charles® folks are now living in Newark, They moved
here {rom Hawaxkxxx Iowa a year ago last falland purchased s house and lot in Newark.
pave you heard of the death of Edwin Saythe? He started from Newark in board
& locomotive. Afew milew this side of Colunbus,the railrond bridge gave way and he fell
naerly 120 fset.He was merely going on a jleasure trip.Fis body was very much bruised /
xkanxfoundxand he was dead when found,or oanly lived a few minutes.Momma and I attended /
the funeral.His folks felt very badly,This affliction should tesmch us 21l ,that in the
nidst of lifs we ure exposed to death. / : \
It has been very wet here until about the 15tk of May.Since the we have had
but very litile rain ., we fear we shall have it as much too dry as it has been too wet.
The prospeat for wheat in this country is good.We have about 6 acres.It looks very well,
We do nct try te raise much wheat to sell. We think we can do betire with & corm ereg,
and then wheatis a very uncertain crop of late years, o
. ¥ait hae sold his farm and moved to Rushilvern,Logen County.Pather went with
him. They moved in March.¥Wait has purchased a farm of 150 acres for $3,000.1 hed a lette
from him two weeke ago., They =zre all well and well plessed with the country.We are all
well and 0 are all your old friends here. =
The war news here is sxciting now.Thers were 12 or 14 here woluntesred for the
armyThey joined a company formed im Mount Vernon.The President of Ganmbrin College enlisted
and iw now a Col, of one of the Ohio regiments.Government has accepted of nine regiments
from Okloc, The most exciting topic hare now is the fear that England and France are going
to interfers with our bloakade of Southern ports.But I believe our government io able
to subdue this southernm treason ,and punish the traitors,and give old John Bull a
thoroughoing thrashingin the bargain,if necessary,.And as for Louis Nspeleon,I think
he will have his own hands full in attending to the affairs of his own continent without
attending to the affairs of ours. ;
What a noble man we have for governor !1 think Governor Demnison the right
mwan in the right plsce.It did my heart good when 1 heard he had pledged the whols force
of Ohlo if necessaryfor the prétection cfunion men in western Virginia.Where the first
iwportant battile will be fought-whether st Richmond,or Harper's Ferry ,or Washington®e-
or at some point further west are some questions which I suppose are not yet detrexdned.
: I have roem to write no more.We are all well and ec are all ©f your old
friends here. Yrite soon , '

Bonton B, ¥right



