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NIsnY OF
CORPORAL ANTON PETFPEOY
: 18tk Inf.Co.D .lst Div.A.E.P.
g'»agnigzgd this book om Jan.28'19 at Neured,Prussia,whils on a three day pase.
1% . . P2 5 !
I have decided to begin another diary ,having lost the one I started when I left

Fargo N.D.August 18 1917.1 enlisted in the ¥at.Guard at FargoN.D,184 Inf.Ce.B 4lst Divisien

¥e drilled thers unthl fept.29«'17. On the 29%th we had & parade in town and we
got almost three thousand dollars for our mess fund.At nine 6%leck that night we loaded
on & train and left for Charlotte ¥.0. It took us four days snd niyes t¢ reach Charlotte
passing thru some £ of the most important states in the union. :

I failed to talk to sister Laura a&s they would not let us out of the train at
HOEO1%.0ur tradn ran over » blind woman shertly after lesving K!p'l's. ¥E made several
stops on the road and went out and took physical exercise.%e stopped about two houre in
phicago and went down %o the lake and washed our feet, :

On the moraning of Oct.2 we landed in Camp CGresne Charlotte N.C.Here we were
- put in squad tsntsOur squsd consieted of B good nenCpl MeFnrce,L.D.Johnson,Jack Hurley,
Remley Myers,¥itich,Bennle Severtson,Plskles,and myself.l rec'd » package from sister
Leura while at Camp Orssne,Crl MeFnroe asnd I ate the chicken,Our infantryl f went to
the rifle range & distence of 12 miles.] worksd at the canteen while at the range,and
had all the icecrssm sandy and smokes while I was there.lt tock me a long time to get
used to srmy 1ife as the bugle d4id not agres with e,
Hov.18,1%17 we got orders to move 0 nanp Mills,lLong Island H.Y.We got paid

on the train snd thers gdffd/ sure was some heavy poker gemes Auring the ride.%Ws landed

in Camp ¥ills Wov.19 Our supply of chew was very short,Bennis Severtsom,Witiek,snd I
scouted out and got our supper fron Hy.Co.It was wet and cold hers We were again put in
squsd tents and drilled 8 hours = day. :

o The psople of New York invited ocur division out for Tharksgiving dinner Every

one who went out reportsd a good time and more than they eould eat.Canp Milla was & very
poor camp-nothing but eud.On Dec.b we moved 4o Canp Merritt N.J.This was & very good campme
good barrscks and waterworks all thru the cemp.%e di4 not drill hers .%¥e washed cur ¢lothes
and took s bath every dag.The nite we left Cpl Hamdlton and his squad robbed a cantees

and got away with a large booty ef cigarsttes and tobaceo. ;

- OnDec.4 we got orders to sall fer France.This is when the béps first began
tc think of home and the good times they uesd to have there. We lomded on the "Vaterlund®

&% twelve o%clock that day amd sailed at about seven oclock on the morning of the 15th.

¥s all yelled good bye to the Status of Liberty ,and hoped 1t would not be long befors
we returaned to it.

OQur trip asross the pond was more Of a joy trip tham snything eles .Thers was

- mot & soldier on the bost who ever thot s submarine could ever sink we.During the duy we

would visit sach other and tell stories,during the svening there wers boxing and wrestling
matohes in the diming roow. A1l lights had to be out after da®k sxcepi in the diningroom.

1 met John Lyle on the bost.Ve landed in the docke at Liverpeol on Dec.24,'17, We stayed
in the boat all duy and 4n the sveningd we entralned for Winchester England, Camp
Devandaldown was the name of the comp and &t sure had & good pawe,as we were about starved
out the second day we wers thers.Fverybody #as broke and cut of fobacco.¥e had put cur
tobacco in our barrack bage bafors we left the states.We ffifé had our Ymss dinmer in this
camp.lt sure was s goed dinner-cnme turkey to fourtsen nen,snd cooksd with the feathees on.
ThHis camp was s dirty place with nothing to eat,but what cun s fellow expsct of a bunch

of dirty Englishmen,%me of the boys of cur company were on M.P.duty here and they surs
were glad whon night came and could coms hows and get a cup of would=bs coffes snd = piece
of bread and goat shesss, ‘ :

On Jan.l 1918 we sailed across the Fnglish Channel for Prence.Tekk about sick
boys? Eveybody on the boat was sick,even the old Fnglish Sailors.We puked all over the
floor and on the walle and everywhers you could think of.Te¢ landed in Huvre Frence about
twelve oclock the next day,and hers we were unloaded right away and sent to & camp in the
outskirts cof town.¥e were put in squad ténts and got cur first meal since leaving England,
We got supper about midnight and every body was good snd hungry.It rained all day and that
night we walted in the chow line about two hours before we got our chow.

; Jan,3.we sntrsined for La courtine Frence.¥s wsre put in cattle cars,40 men
to & car,and the csrs wers about half the sisze of the ones in U.%, Of courss if was not
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sc bad,half of us could sit down and take a rest while the other half stood up and kicked
their heels tc keep warm. After dark Cpl Hamilton got out and stole a stove which we rigsed
up,and it sure helped us to keep warm.Of course the omes mext to the stove got all the
heat.Cpl H.also hooked a ten galloa jug of whiskey.Benson and I got a box of chocolate
containing 200 bars.We ate candy and drank whiskey until we were hardly able to take care
ef ocurselves.

We landsd in La courtine on Jan.4,19184d£¢f after a hard disagreesble trip.
We had good barracke here but the chow was poor.Russian soldisrs had been in these barracks
before we got thers and trouble had arisen smomg them.They killed akmost all of their officers
and then the Fremch got their artillery into action ,shot wp a lot of the buildings and
captured akl the Russians.We stayed here about five days and then were split up from the
outfit.All the privates wers transferred to the First division.It was a sad day we left
our old outfit.There were a good many of the old mom-coms who cried like schoolboys when
we ;fook hands.Our old Colonel cried like a schoolboy who had just beenm spanked by his
wother.

Jan.9 wef were losded on cattle cars and shipped to Huddlegcourt France.Ve
vrode for three days and nites.Pvt Meechem and I stole a stove the first nite ,and the #
second we got a ten gallom jug into oud car.0f course we thot we were getting whiskey,
but ndt | it was syrup.Well,we all filled our ganteens amd them we gently placed the jug
on the side of the track. This was another disagreeable trip.It was too cold to lie down
and sleep and too crouded to sit up.What is a fellow going to %o in a case of this kind?

Jan.12 1918 we landed in Huddlecourt and we were sure a hungry bunch of
boyaeShortly after we lit we got dinner and everybody ate until they could hardly walk.
We shaved, washed and brushed up.Well,we began to feel better now.The next day we were
all ordered to have our hair cut.Some B.Sfabout the regular army,but of course we were
not in the national guarde now.The first time we fwll in it was ,"Snap out of it' Shape
it up ' You are not inthe Matiomal Guards mow,you are in the regular army". On Jan.4
weall received our equipment and got our first test in the gas chdmber.We all thought
that this wés going to be a dangeroud proposition.However we all went thru all right
and no one was gaseed.

On the 15th we starter for the tremches.We had 2 blankets,one suit of
undervwear,our toilet articles,rsserve rations,and 100 rounds of amunition.¥We had some
load.It rained and the roads were sleet.It was hard hiking and some of the boys had to
be taken in on the ambulence.l was all in ,but the last five kilometers I hiked on my
nerve.l Borrowed 25 framks from Hegg and went out and bought some steak ,took it over
to a Freanch woman and had it fried.%he made some coffee,and we ate hard tack and our
steak.It sure was fine.The mext morming I woke up and found ourselves in a haymow.It
was very cold ,and the boye who tooktheir shoes c¢ff were out of luck,as their shoes
were frosen etiff.Well,we did not hike the next day,we went into French houses and got
our ¢lothes dried ,got some hot feeds,and on the next day hiked a distance of 8 kilometem
The roads were not so bad this day,It took ue about six days to reach Aneinvillie,a
town about six kblometers from the front.When we were about ten kilos from Ansinvilllies
we split up and hiked in groups of platoons,Bhe reason for hbking this way was so the
enemy could not estimate the amounts of troops coming in ,and another thing if the enemy
would locate a number of men of five o# six hundredthey would tura their artilery loose
on us,

- Qur company #tayed im this town one week.Ve went up tc the lines every
niteand worked on the tremches.l saw [Mervin Armstrong one day amd he had the experience
of sticking his head over the parapet and letting a Cerman sniper take a crack at it.

The ball went thru his helmet but 1t did not hurt him.

Our company went into the fromt lines ome nbte and it sure wae cold,wet,
and disagreeable.We had to wade in water knee deep btefore we reached our position,and I
tell you it was no funm to stand on post all nite soaked to the skin,Tobacco was very
scarce and the chow was worse.About six ovclock that morning our artillery put over a
barrageon yhe Germans.Pvt Fascina and I were om an outpost,and we were almost froze stifi,
but when the barrage quit I was as warm as if I had been next to our big heater om a
cold winters day.Leave it to me thers was a good many of the boys whé thot the same as
1 did,and that wae the world had come to an end.The heavems were all red from the {lakes
of the gunms,and our tremches amd the Berman tremches were omly sevenmty-five yards apart.

You can see where the artillery had to throw their shells quite accuratemot to let them
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not hit i» our trenches.i few cf the shells fell in our trenches dut no one was killed
The next nite we were relieved by the third batallionand we weht back to Ansenvillie,
and dug tremches at mite.%s did this work for a wesk and them we wont back to the
lines agein.These teenches were {isrvce.%s stdod on post at nits and during the day
we would work om the trenches and try and get some water out.Well,one day we got our %)
sector of the trenches im fairly good shape.¥hat I mean with good shape is that the
water would not go over the top of your shoes.¥We were all glad and glving each cther
couplimonts on our trsnch, At six o'clock Prits threw over a barrage and filled our
trenches full so that we gould mot get thru them at all.¥hen we went to chow that
worning we had te crawl om our hands and knees from one shell hols to another.¥e got our
trench cleansd cut again that dayso that we could stay down out of sight.This is the
way it went all the time we were im the trenches. Chow was almost impossible to get 1o
us ,altho they would manage to get soms hot slum.a litgle coffee,and enough bread for
& grasshopper once a day.This would be brit to us dy a detall from sach platoon at nide
night.It was carried in cans like the greamery milk cans we have back home.fometimes
Frits would throw over a few skells and spolk all our chow.
Fascina and I had an outpost,and thers was a ddf/ dead Prondhman about
twenty~five feet {rom our post,and whem the wind blew in the right direction we ocould
hardly stay om our post. On night two Cermans came sneaking past our post,about fifty
feot from us.They had quite & job getting thru tho wires.The wires were so thick a
rabbit could mot get thru them without getting snared. We did not shoot Af ae we did
not want to give our position away. I went back to our trenches and told our Lt,about if
and he got the company om the alert. A few nighte later about twenty dutohmen came over,
but our men saw them before they got into our lines,and we opemed up on them with our

sutomatic rifles and thirty-thirtys.They soon disappoared. The boysf sald they got a
couple of them ss a short time later they returned and carried the wounded away.

One night whenm the third batalliom was in the lines the Germuns came over
with & emall raiding party of twe hundred men."I1® and "F" Cos,lost abouthalf of their
men . To were sent inte the lines the next day to help cleanup the trenches and carry
dut bhe wounded. We lost a/lff/éf/déf/fVdE/ onme man thet dsy. He was out picking souvenkrs
9ff a dead German.Of courss we all thought this was a great battle.The dutch wemt back
#ithout & eingle prisonsr.They left all their hand grenades and high explosives in our
trenches.

% Ons nite whan we had bsen relieved frem the trenchesgff our platoon got
iost and our Lt. told us to wait where we wers,while he and ome of the sargents went
out to find the way out.%e were afraid of running intc the German lines.I lay down on the
ground and went to sleep. When the Lt.returmed they moved cut and left me thers.I woke
up about an hour later,f{rozen to the ground and all alone.I started to hunt my way out,
but I got into e much barb wire entanglemente that I decided tht it was best for my
health to walt for daylight.]l unrolled my blankets and lay down to wait for dayloght.
AMter staying thers I detected ths differemce Betwesn the report of our batteriss and
the Germans. So I msde up my pack and started out to find some Americand.After crawling
thru the wires and wakking about a kilometer I was halted and asked fot the pass word.
I answered and told him the password,and then he teok me into their dugout and locked
me over.After he was sure I was mot s Gorman epyhe went out with me and showed me the
way home. Just as I raached the wagon road an amunition wagon came by and gave me a
ride.l got into Ansenvillie before our company did.

¥e slept in barmes and old houses that had been shot to pieces.Ws always

 got ons day rest after bekng relieved from the lines.Sonedtmes we would not get as far

back as Ansenvills after being relieved ¥e would have to stop at Scherprey, a small towh
&1l shet to pieces. There was not a eingle building in this town which had net been
shot to pleces.Frits would always throw over a fow gas shelle at night in thias town
g0 that we could not sleep. While being in this town was ths same as being inthe third
line tremches in support. '

One day Colonel Parker ¢ame thru cur trenches and he stopped and spoke
to & young fellew who was all mud and wet. He asked kim how he would like to got a
new suit of clothes and & good long Fpdst rest. The young fellow sald"Fine".The Col.
said,"Tou will soon get it".Ypu can/fif#/fl¢ dimagine how the boys felt when they heard
thie news. We had bsem in the irenches about two months without having our clothes off.
¥o surs knew what the cooties were By this time .l could reach down in my gshirt any
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time I wanted to and Dbring out & good,big,fat cootie without looking for them. R
: On the night of March the seventh we were rolieved ,went back to pneenvillip

"~ stayed there one day and reasted,and on the ninth we got trucks and started for the rear.

Yo had a thhfhes/ three hour ride that day .Ve weng thru Huddlecourt and the town our
company stopped at was Traveray.We got paid a few daye after we got here,and eggs were

wuite plentyful here.L.D.Johnason snd I bought twe dozen eggs,cheese,butter,bread and
jam and went down to the ereek and hed a good big feed.

The third day after we 1it I was in the Y.¥.C. A. and I hesrd an engine

| running in the back room ,The noiee of the engine seemed farilier to me,e0 I asked the

. Y.M.man what he had in the rear of the building .Fe told we it wae a Deleo Light plant.

| Well, I went in and looked it over and wished I was back in Parge.That nite there: Was

| & movie show in the Y.and they served hot cocos and cookies.I felt like a new men that
. mite,being in & room lit up with Deleo light,and onme of thedr movie machines showing
| ws the picture of Charlie Chaplin., W¥e drilled here for about three weeks ,had a couple

of baths,got rid of a few cooties,and everybody had the pleasurs of eating a few egge.
Well, one day we got ordsrs that we were going to move to another fromt.
Our Ltd. came in and said that we wers going to another front and that it was north.f
That spells action.Of gourse we all sobered up and thot we were going to see the real
stuff,as we had been reasding in the papers what the Huns had been doing to the French
and Brittish.The Allies had gut them stopped befors we got to the fron®.
On the nineth of April we were statted for the Picardy front.¥e loaded
on the train and rode for three days and mites,going thrp the outskirts of Paris.W%e 4
saw some beautiful country and scenery on thiis trip. ¥e unpoaded in & emall town and them
we started on a long march.It was very warm and we carrisd iwo dlankets,extra pair of
shoes,one sult of underwear,two psir sox.reserve rations,tollet articles evercoat,helmet
,~-a load of sbout onehundred and forty pounds.fome load in this hot weather. The third
betallion killed four men in one day omn this hike.M Co. was the unlucky company. Ve
stopped for ten days at Fra Levillie and drilled.%e Took up the Trendh drill now,as
it was believed thst their way of going over the top was better then the Ameriean. There
w:se & French captain along with ue.¥e left there and went to Cantignay.On the twentiy-
pixth day of April we went into the trenches.l well remember what our Lid,.teld us when
when he told us it spelled action. The artillery fire and the machinegun fire was fieree.
AMter dark a fellow was darn glad to RGep his head under cover.It was almost imposoible
to get chow to the men im the frent lines.It was one continuous round of artillery fire.
 Ae soon me it fot dark Pritsz would put about twice as many guns working as bn the day
time. Gas was usedin soms part of our sector every nita,all the while we were in the
lines.¥e went from twenty-four te fifty-eight hours without chow.Vster was slmost {fjé/
impossidle to get to wa. ‘

\ On the sixth of May Pritz put over a six hour heavy gas attack.The '3
 casualities were very heavy in our batallion.C Co's casualitios were about seventy-five
| percent. Our company lost the least of any of them. The next day a report came cut that
| we were golng to bs relieved,as we 4id not have men enough %o hold the lines.However

\we were not relieved.¥e stayed im the lines twenty-one days without being relieved.
'We could not get encugh water to shave with,and I guess if the Germans had come over,
|we would mot have needed to fire a simgle ehot,dacause we all locked sé tough that we
‘weuld have scared the devil.
_ We wo-e continually tcld to be on the mateh as Germans are coming over
'toaite.Well they did not come over except once in a while they would send over a :
raiding party.Patrols {rom both sides wers busy every nite,and one time our patrol and
the German patrol ceme together, Thers was not much of a Iight excepting the exchange
' of & few hand grenades. Well the nites were very long in these trenches as we wore always
worrying abohit the Fritaies coming over,and them the chow was so poor that we were '3
 starving. Tobacco was very short.Sometimes four or five men would have to smoke one cigaréte
' I received a package from sister Laura while in these trenghes,cigars, raisins,chocolate,
| gum,-and it nover in the world could have come at a bettasr time,
¥hen we went after chow it tock sbout thirty men,as we carried chow
for the whole batallion.¥e had to go aboug four kilometers after chow Jand the only way
to get to our chow wagon was %o go thru dead-man's valley for a distance eirmbaat ons
‘Pilometer. This was a very bad place to take men because Frits would shell this valley
_continucusly and thers was mot & simgle nite Pif/Wiif/ passed but what & bunch of men

‘would be caught there.
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Qur batallbon headquarters were at Villertarnalls.This town was shelled and §
covered by machinegun fire day and nite.Our company lost sbout twenty-five men during
this hiteh inf the trenmches.Our Lid.Blocm was hit in the face one nite by machine gum
fire but he did not die. On the nite of May 16 we were relieved and went back to Roden~
court for a few days rest. We stayed here for a few days and then returned to the second
lines.Here we stayed for four or five days ,duckinf Pritaie's big shells and taking in a
good big dreath of his gas now and then. Cn the nite of May 25 we returned to Redenmcourt
and wers held there im support of the twenty-eighth infantry. we piled rocke and strengthen
strengthensfdour dugouts in good shaps.

On the morning of May 28tpthe 28th Infantry and the second batallion went over
the top and captured cantignay.The Germans made seven counter attacke on them ,but in vain.
The German guns all opensd up and worked contimuously for two daye and nites. We were not
called out as the twenty-eighth held off all counter attacks. June third we wemt into the
trenches at Feclaimvillers. We wers im support here and did not worry much about the
Germane as we were four kilometsrs from the front lines.

June l4th we méved to the front linesat Grievemnes.This is whers a wealtby
Frendhman had hie park and chatesu,but it did not look like & park now.It was all shot
to pieces and the ground was all covered with dead Qermans and “frogs”It stumk so that
lots of the boys wemt to the hospital with enfluency.In these trenches is where I saw
my first German fall,altho from where I was I could not tell how badly he was hit. We
stayed here for several days ,and on the moraing of July 4th our batallion and the Germane
tiried to see who could put over the most shells.But both sides put over erough te suit me.
There was hell on earth this morning and I knew it.
July 9th weff wore relieved bp the "Progs® and we got trueks to Pistula.

Here we cleaned up ,got clean clothes.cooked curselves some gooseberries,stole a chicken
and cooked up & good feed.Wallmer,L.D.Johnsen,.Daigle,and I had current sauce and a good
fat goose for dianer. We went from here to......where we got pald sndthe Y.N.C.A. man
came to town and we bought chocolate,cigarettes,tobacco and cookies.%ell,we did not stay
in town but a few days until we got orders to move atill farther to the rear.Fe got
trucks ome morning and left for the south)®e rode all nite and part of the next day.
Here we 1it in & small town,stayed hers twe days,whem we got orders to move to the Iromt
again. We took ocur back tracks almost sll the wsays.¥s unloaded in some big woods and
canped here one dsy and ome nite .OVWr whole division was camped in these wooda,. This was
the last time I spoke to Mervin Armstrong.He came over to my company and we had quite a
visit that day. ¥We both had some cookies and chocolate along with us. We ate them and
then bid good~bys to eack other,and sald we were going after the Hums. Woll we did ,
but there fh# was one less alter the battle,so we could not tell our tales to each other.

At noon oh July 18th we started for the fromt. Ve hiked the afternoon and fiL4/
"nffé a1l that mite.¥s got into position about four-fortyfivein the moraing of July 182 h
' Fifteen minutes all the gums om our side opemed up at the same time.Every gun was get to
' fire at the same secomd. Our company commander blew his whistle and made » motion with him
' hand. Porward® and before we kmew what had happened we wore on the top going towards the
Gorman lines.As far ss I could ses to our right snd left were "Sammies“going forward.

The first half hour we &id not loose & mam,but then we met the German barrage. Here we
lost quite & fow men.,] well remember the squad on my 144 right about sixty fest sway.

A big shell 1it between them,and all I saw afterward of the squad was one man on his feet.

Well,I got thru that day and all of my squad did the sawe.Ve met with very heavy artillery
and machimegun fire that day.The Cpl.of our squad was the only officer in our company whed
our Div.was relieved.The officers and non-goms were all wounded or killed.Ltd.pllen was
wounded and Major Hams was killed. On the second day we ran into a real live hornet's nest.
We lost §uite heave here.Our major gave us orders to retreat and we 4id.%e foll back about
four hundred yards and took #p snother position.About eleven oclock we went forward again
but in vaim. We did not fall back this time ,but they held us so that we could not break
their lines.Cur tanks were all out of commission by this time,so we had %o depend on our
hand gremsges and rifled to do the work.%e had advanced so fast thati our artillery was of
very little good. We flopped im the wheat which was walet high,and took what cover we could
find. The squad I was in was still together and not a single one wounded.The seven of us
lay down i a squad eolumn asbout tem feet apart.Ths balls were dropping all sround us,and
the Cpl.and four of the other men jumpsd totheir feet and went back a short distamcs.
My gumner yeller,"Let us go with them".I said,"Stay there",so we both tried to make our
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selves as small s we could. I put my amunition bag and helmet in front of ny head and
lay there dirsctly facing the mashine gun that were firing om ue. All at once I felt some
thing warm teuch my hand. It was a dall which pesssd between my second snd third fingers
sand went thru my Békk helmet and lodged in my smunition bag. If I had not put the helmet
end smunitionn beg im fromt of me,the bdall would have struck me im the top of the desd
and gone thru me lengthwiss. However,some one got close emough to the machinegun m@stis
%o throw a few hand gremades into the pit. That soom put & stop fowtheir fun. She bullet®
soon atopped coming 80 thick and we went forward sgain. That night we camped in a ravine
and did patrol all that night. We got some chow up from the kitchen that nite,and we gbt
our santeens filled up with water. I stole about two hours sleep that nite. The third
morning we wont forward again and we sure were a tired dbunch of boys.¥e advanced about
three kilometers that morning and I did not see a single German.But they sure sent a lot of
G.I.cans over at us. Several of our boys went west this morning and our company was gstting
- very small. ¥e dud in on tne side of the railroad track and waited fot Che 16th infantry
to edvance on our left.The shells were falling very thick and everybody took what shelter
they could find.I had a hole dug about four feet deop ,and I sure kept mu head down.
I heard some ome yell and looked #p to see what he wanted. It was & runner and he wanted to
know where the 26th infantry is.l raised up out of my hole ,and while I was talking to him
& large shell 1it close to him and blew him to a hundred pleces. A little plecs of it
struck me on the fimger.I stayed in my hole about two hours sond when the firing eased hp
I got up and beat it to the res#.I got to a first aid station and a short time later I was
put on a truck and sterted to the re:pto a hospital. The truck was jammed full of wounded
mon.We stopped at a field hispital and had cur wounde dressed,and from thers we got ok a
Red Croes traim and gfdffed/fo#/1Vé/Mddwent to S1.Angom France.On this train is where I
saw and ate my first plece of white bresd eince I left the states. We 11t at the hospital
on the 22nrd of July.Here we got a bath as soon as we got off the train.All our clothes
were taken away from us and we wers issued pajemes.l was not siock but was wighty glad to
stay in bed for three days. To sleep in a bed seemed so good that I wonld have given any
thing in the world 4f I would not have to return to the lines agaim.After etaying in the
hospital for two weeks it began to lock as if I was about ready for the lines again. A few
days later I was semt to s convalescent camp at Nevers France.Here I stayed for three weeks:
and did light duty. Iwas seunt from here to8%.Agonmy Prance ,s replacement camp.l stayed here
‘ome week ,got all new efuipment and was sent back %o my company.I had not got any mail since
' I left the company so you ses I was quite amzious to get back to the company.
e~ About ome thousand of us was shipped out of thie csmp.We got erdere to have our
packs rolled and be ready to leave camp at six oclockthat eve. We were all on the job,
but as usual the train was late and 4t rained sll night. We stéod around all nite in the
raim.About ten oclock the next day our traim came.0f course we had not had a bit to eat
since supper the nite before,and the mud was knee desp. But this was a start of trench life
againe This army life is fum,mething to do btut eat,sleep,and smoke cigmrettes.But I do hope
if war ever breaks out again ,and I have to enter the game,somebody will tak® a good shot
at me defore I start. However they got us packed into boxcars,about 35 stromg in esch
car,threw in & box of hadd broad and a case of corned beef in each car,and started out.
¥We were on the road five days and nites,befors we were unloaded.¥hern we were unloaded that
eve we had 15 kilometers to hike to reach batallion headquarters.Here we got some hot colffee
and slept wherever we could get a place to fjop. The next morming was ®ept.6 I found my
company.They were campen in some woods clese to Verdun. It was raining and everybody had
pitched pup tents.l crawled in with L.D.Johmson and his squad. Ve stayed there a few days
and then we got orders tv make another hit on the Funs,The nite of Sept.llth £ we statted
fot the lines.¥e hiked all nite in the rain and mud ,and got into position before daybreak
the mext moraing. We thot we were in position but we wers not ,bscause sverybody was lost.
Our artillery had beem working all nite and we had lots of big heavy guns working
on Mount Zek. We went over about six cclock that morning dut did not meet very stireng
resistance.The Huns surrendered eacily. We captured lots of artbllery pleced,store houses
full of small arme,all sorts of clothes and squipment,and lots of beer,bht little chow.
¥e drove the Hums back sbout fifteen kilos om the twelfth,and om the 13th the Prench closed
in on cur flsnks and gaptured all the Cermans in the pocket. The cieilisne liviag,who lived
here,had been held prisomers for four years,and they came out and gave us a drink of
snopps as we passeéd thru their villages.
On Sept.l4th we wers relieved and marched towards the rear. Ve rested Ior two
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days in some German barracks ,and them got trucks amd sisrted towards another fromt.

" rode one dag and mite ,and then we were unloaded snd camped in gome woods for about

3 week.The company got paid here.But me and a few others who Hed been in the hospital

did not get paid. We loft here and put im a good lomg nite hiking. Several of the boys

went A.W.0.L. that nite,and several fell out that mite. We camped in sowe Fremch barracks

for a few days,then we got trucks and started for ths front.¥e rode all day and hiked all

nite. Thed mext morming we dug inm and were im reserve fo the 35th division. ¥We stayed

here for four days waiting for the big guns to get placed.On the morning of Oct.4th we wemt

over the top. We drove the Germans back six kilos that day but our company did mot loose

80 very heavy. X Company lost very heavy. »o dug in or a side hill that nite and the Cermans

fired on us from bdoth sides and the fromt. We held our giound here for about five days

and on the mornimg of Oct.9 we got orders tortake Hill 240. There was a very heavy fog

and we could mot see a msm twenty-two yards ahead of us. Our batallion was formed at the

foot of the hill sbout fifteen minutes Before the barrage statted. The Cermans got wise

t0 us and they opened up om us with machine gun fire. Our barrage and the Germans® etarted

at about the same time. We made very slow progress as the Dutch had all kinde of machine

guns,and our men fell like flies. Pvi., Svaboda snd I were im a shell hole about forty yards

from the Cerman lines. We stayed here and after the §4f fog blew away did some good saiping
Here is where I saw the first German fall from a rifle shot. Boys from old

Co.B 164 who fell in this bdattle wwrel,D.Johnsgon,John Bannister, FPred May,and Burdell.

Co D lost very heavy.We had thirty-six men amswer their mame after the batile. The 16th

Inf. captured & German colomel,but there was not very many Cermans captuted. On the 10th

we advanced about § 4 kblos,lost a few mem .Pvi.Albert Wallmer {rom Hunter was wounded

here,and four other mem and I carried him out to the first sid statiomthat mite,but be died

just as we reached there.

Ve were relieved om the 1lth and went back about ten kilos. Hers we got
some replacements ,stayed here ome day and ome mite.Fhem we started on & lomg hike and §
expected a long rest. We hiked about ten days to Rosmess France. Here we were recruited
up snd started to drill agsia. ye drilled about ten days .then we statted for the froat
again. We got trucks and rode towards the fromt limes. Ve rode ome day and nbte and then
we ocsmped im some woods. We had to stay hid déring the day,snd at nite all lights had 4o
be put out. The resson bdeing German planes. ¥e stayed in these woods about ten days,and
then we got orders to make amother push om the Hume.

P ot On the mite of Nov we started towards the froat a distance of twenty
“kilos. It rained all mite and we got lost. Our Captaim was scting major and I was on side
of himome time while he pulled cut his map to see where we were. we were in some woods
and of course it was inpossidle to fimd out where we were,because the raia would put out
his matech snd the map got wet. Well,we got ordeds to take a rest. We unrolled our blaunkets
and slept about am hour ,when we got orders to move again. Lots of the men fell out,and
when we got there we did nothave more tham half a companmy. At five oclosk in the worning
we were im position to go over the top. Everybedy was all im and hardly able to wakk.

I did not dave to sit Bownbecsuse 4f I did I was afraid I would be so stiff I could not
got up and wakk, We advanced about eight kllos that day,lost a few men,but we did mot meet
with strong #édbéfdidé/ with strong resistance.

That nite we dug im on top of Hill 242,%ut we had to retreat latedd on
account of artillery fire. That mite I led my squad away {rom the company about ome hundred
yards and I told them we were for to hide Irom the rest of the company. We foung a good
place to dig im,and we did. We dug ourselves in good and deep two men to & hole. While the
men wore digging I scouted out to see if I could find something 40 eat. I got up close to
our company,snd I heard our captain vgettiag hie orders {rom the major, Here is what the
major told our captain,"Be at Sedan befors daylight in the mermimg with your company®
I heard him say it was about twenty-five kilos. These news sounded goode=like hell. ¥e
had mot had any sleep for two mites except that ome hour in the woods the mite bdefore.
Well,I went back o whers the squad was and I told them to be gplet =ue the company uWas
abous 4o move and I was not able to make a 25 kilos that mite. After I had boem aslesp £
about am hour ome of the boys came over and gave me a pull on the leg.He said Sergt.liyers
was around yelling for Cpl.Petersom. I told him to go bagk ia his hole amd stay there and
20t to make amy noise. Well it was not more than fifteen mizuted before I was sound asleep

and when I wope up the sun was shining in my face. I got everybody up and told them o
roll their blamkets,whils two other men and I went out and looked for chow. We wers not
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gors more then ome hour whem we returned with o large can of coffee a can of bacon and
& box of hardtack. We ste all we could amd put the rest of it im our packs TWow we were
ceeling pwetty good and ready for ahother battle. Yo started out to find our company. Of
course we were moi im very much of s hurry shd we did not have s commanfer. ¥e elopt in &
town that nite The Hume hed left it the day before, We bummed supper from socme French
people that nite and ssved our bacom for breakfast. About eight cclock the mext day we etartdd
out to find cur compary Twe hours later we met them on their return. The company was Sewn
strong,the rest of the men had =11 fell out or been sent to the hospital. Wo camped &n &
small town that day,got eome Bot chow ,sand sbout four oclock that day we started for the
read. The Tremch had taken Sedsn before our company got thers, ;
¥e comped in some woods that nite and the 10th of Nov.ws started to hike towarde
the rear. We heard that the guns were to stop at elevem oclock the next day,but we 4id not
believe it.Everybedythot we were making a flank movement. On the elsventh we statted towards
the rear sgain. I purposely got lost from the compeny that morning because I did not have
any tobacco,and 4if I could get awey from the company 1 knew I could get tobacce. I found
soother boy that was lost that day and we hiked together. Of course we slways knew where
our company was. We learmed of the Becond Bivision commissary and made for that town. ¥We
resched this towan sbout ome oclock and we had not heard a gun fire for a long time. The
wounded soldiers were coming in truck loads. The Second Division had gome over the top that
rorning at five oelock and there was lots of fight left in Pritz yet. We camped withl our
company that nite and occssiomally there was a gun that would fire. When we would hear a
gua fire we would say ,"Now do you believe that peace has comei® Our major told us that
day that pemee had come but we would not believe if. There sesmed to be a lot of fight
left in those blamed Germans ,and they had plenty of amumition. ¥e could not see any sign
of the Germane beimg weak,the only thing was, whenever we ¢aptuted any of them ,thelr show
soemed shbrt. But thers wa@ plenty of beer.

e Our hike had just started mow sboup the 13th of Nov. We camped in sowe woods

gear Verdun and during the nite thers was a continual celebration. Most of the boys werse :
too tired to selsbrate ,but still there is always somsbody that you camnot kill All a fellow
gould see that nite was sky vookeis being sent into the air,snd all kinds of them.Of
course this was stulf that had beem captured {rom the Germansf Now we were sllowed to ¢
smoke and build s fire after dark,the first time since we came over here-= that is when
we ware nesr the lines. It sure looked funny to see f{ires onm every hill,and all over.
¥s lesrned that we were goimg %o march into Cermany snd form our lines there,
stay there a short time,and them sail for U.8. You can imegine how the doys of the lst Dive.
felt to hear this mews,becmuse they bad been the first over and wanted to be the f{irst
buck. I do not remember very mamy towns we wemt thru,but I will try and outline the
route we took. Our hike was = hard drag all the way om sccount of the country being w0
pilly. We would make about 15 kilometers a day. The roads were mwidy and sverybody was
weak {rom bebng in the fféndlidé limes for such a lomg stretch. There was lots of the boys
who fell out the first week ,but everybhdy stayed by it as long ss they oould, on sccoumt
of them telling we that we were going home socoR and by way of Belgium.
he first town 1 remsmber the name of was the capital of Luzumberg. ¥e pik/
paraded thru this town and pasesed in review for the Queenm of Luxumberg. BR this time the
boys wers guite tired,but everydody tried to hike with 2 smile. Our next town was VillaRuse.
Here we stayed one nite and two days. ¥e had some clothes issued to us hers. Most of the
boys got shoes ,but they wers of the Eaglidh make,and our boys gannot hiké in these shoes.
The result was that almost every man that had » pair of these shoss got erippled up ,and
and them they would throw the shoes and go barefocted,or getl some old shoss which were
#éfhghs/ worn out German shoss or amything they could find,beg,or steal. Duriag this hike
we weres so close to the Huma that sometimes we had to stop before emtering a town and
let the Hums get out. '
Our nsxt sgop was Naxthum.It was on the line betweenm Luzunberg and Cermany
on the Kossele River. We stayed here for seven days snd then resumed gursagch. The reason
for staying im this tewn fer so long was that we gould mnot snter Germany until a ceriain
date. _ | Them we sbtered Cermany we set out gidfds points and guards but had mo £

~%¥ouble of any kind, The people wers all good to us. Ve stayed in Triers one nits end day.

. Wew we began to striks some real hills sgmall mountaing®. The horses that hauled the supplies
' wers so poor and road drilled that they could hardly welk, Now I know that & man CaR cut
.~ hike a horse.The asriillery horsegwerethe same way.I1t takes a mule for a war horse.

-
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»g this hike we got two mealela day ,but the Cormans fed we most of the time.
mext gtop was at Coplens We paraded thru this town end them got billets and stayed
%;h;ﬁ for dey end & nite. Dverybody was glad to stop im such @ large town as thers wae
ilote of girls om the streets. Ve wers allowed dowa town but we had to go in pairs,and
(had te be armed with a hundred rounds of smunition and a rifle. You ¢an imagine me iryimg
| tc make oyes or {lirt with e Dutsh girl and a big long rifle om my shoulder, However 1
' d4id not make mueh of = kit in thie town. :
¥s comtinmued our hike to Gremzhausen. Hers wo stayed in a school house, got a
bath snd some new underwsar, We stsyed here for about twe weske. We left hers on the 27th
of Dec.1918. We drilled every day ,rain or shine. I ofter wondered if we ever went thru
this again,if our officers would femsfit By these experiences. ‘
On the 27th we left Gremgzhsusenm and our mext sfff town was Naxsain Now we were
within five kilometers of the fromt lines.A.and B.Companies were inm the fromt limes. Our
drdll whem we first struck this town was eight hours & day.
On Jan.Bth,Goddard,s Cerman boy,snd I wemt out hunting.After %a half hours hunt,
the boy drove a deer om me snd I got it at the firet ehot.
Jan.19.Coddard and I wers out hunting . Goddard shot a deer,
Jan 30 ¥Was out hunting dut mo lusk. :
Jan.22.0ash,Goddard ,and T were out hunting.Godd, shot two desd and (esh.shotcne.
Jume 27¢h st 7:80 celock Pvt.Thomss Lugar and I got ordews %o report to the
orderly room.The Top said to ws,"Are you ready %o go home ?*and we both replied "Yes”.
"Wellj" ke sald ,"go and get your equipment amd turm them®. Well, tAkkA talk about two
bappy old etiffs, we sure were. Luger and I have been im the same squad from the time we
were on the hike,and mow we have pledged ourselves to ome hell-ol-a-tine the first might
thet we are turned looss im New York.

——r

B, ; June 27,1919 A.D.
I, figwds/ Lidis ‘
I Thomas B. Lugar and Anton Petedson do solemnly swear that we will raiss hell and do
saything within thw lew,and that we might break the law,providing ve are the only ones that
kmow about it,om the first night we are turmed loose in the great city of Wew York.
Germany '
intom Peterson
(seaL) - Thomas B.Lugar
Sworn in and signed befors me on this date ,June 27,1919
© Anton Psterson,Thomas B.Lugar.
Justice of the Pesce.

Jume 28.7s loft Coblems at 10 colock Xn th mwormimg emroute for Bresté. The trein cannct
go faet snough to plesse the boys. It ia 2330 P.M.and we are at the capitel of Lgmhnrg.

Our route home! '

[ rod , Montebar, theirshalnm, Verges, Pager,Coflens,Cochen, ¥ittlich, Triers,Cons, iachtun,
fusurberg, Thionvills, Als Lor.Hagondange,lietz, Noveant, Pomta,Mourxem, - Luerdus, Fechertul,Digon.
Taylom,Laroche,Geiony,Paris. Left Paris on June 30,arriving im Brest at 1loelock on Julf lst

v ¥e sre clesming up snd gettimg resdy to leave fot the U,%.0n July 5th we left
Brest st 2 Oclook inm the sfterncom. We lesded the ship Libderator,s gtock boat.Abeut 2500
troops om bosrd, This is our second day out and 1t has desn great sport. Pirst day out
we made 251 miles,second day 277,third day 243, fourth day254,f4fth day291,eixth day 268,
seventh day274,eighth day 345,ninth day 243,tenth day 148,elevenmth day 214, tvelfth 239.



