' l DIARY OF
CORPORAL ANTON PETFPEQON
18th Inf.Co.D .lst Div.A.E.F.
é pu:e?;;;d this bdook on Jan,28'19 at Neured,Prussia,while on a three du; pass.
TR A

I have declided to begin another diary ,having lost the one I started when I left

‘w

Farge N.D.August 18 1917.1 enlisted in the Nat.Guard at FargoN.D.164 Inf.Co.B 4lst Division

Ve drilled there unthl Sept.29«'17. On the 29th we had & parade in town and we
got almost three thousand dollars for our mess fund.At nine O%clock that night we loaded
on & train and left for Charlotte N,C. It took us four days and niyes to reach Charlotte
passing thru some £ of the most important statee in the union.

- I failed to talk to sister Laura as they would not let us out of the truin at
M'EY1%.0ur train ran over a blind woman shortly after lesving Mip'l's, ¥E made several
stopes on the road and went out and took physical exercise.%e stopped about two hours in
chicago and went down to the lake and washed our feet.

0On the morning of Oct.2 we landed in Camp Greene Charlotte N.C.Here we wers
put in squad tentsOur squad consisted of 8 good menCpl McFarve,L.D.Johnson,Jack Hurley,
Remley Myers,¥itich,Bennie Severtson,Pickles,and myself.I rec'’d & package from sister
Laurs while at Camp Greene.Cpl McEnrce and I ate the chicken.Our infantryf f went to
the rifle range a distance of 12 miles.I worked at the canteen while at the range,and
had all the icecrsam candy and emokes while I was there.It tock me a long time to get
used to army life as the bugle did not agree with me.

Nov.16,1917 we got orders to move to pamp Mills,Long Island N.Y.¥e got paid
on the train snd thoro ghdfd/ eure was some heavy poker gamee during the ride.Ve landed
in Camp .Mills Nov.19 Our supply of chow was very short.Bennie Severtson,Witick,and I
scouted out and got our supper fron Hy.Co.It was wet and cold hers Ye were a;;in put in
squad tents and drilled 8 hours = day.

The people of Wew York invited our division out for Thunknzzvias dinner Every
ons who went out reported a geod time and more than they could eat.Camp Mille wae a very
poor samp-nothing but mud.On Dec.6 we moved to Ceamp Merritt N.J.This was & very good campe=
good barracks and waterworks all thru the cemp.We did not drill hers .We washed cur clothes
and took a bath every dag.The nits we left Cpl Hamilton snd his squad robbad a cantees
and got away with a large booty of cigarettes and tobacco.

‘ “OnDec.4 we got orders to sail for Prance.This is when the bbgs first began
to think of home and the good times they used tc have there. We loaded on the "Vaterland"
at twelve o'clock that day and sailed at about seven oclock on the morning of the 15th,
We all yelled good bye to the Statue of Liberty ,and hoped it would not be long before
we returned to it.

Our trip across the pond was more ©f a joy trip tham snything elss .There was
not & soldier on the bost who ever thot s submarine could ever sink us.luring the day we
would visit each other amd tell stories,during the evening there were boxing and wrestling
matohes in the diniang room.All lights had to be out after dark except in the diningroom.

1 met John Lyle on the bost.Ve landed in the docke at Liverpocl on Dec.24,'l7. Ve stayed
in the boat all day and in the eteningf we entrained for Wincheeter England, Camp
Devandaldown was the name of the camp and it sure had a good name,as we wers about etarved
out the second day we ware thers.Fverybody was broke and out of tobaceo.¥e had put our
tobaceo im our barrack bsge before we left the states.We g/ had our Xmas dinner in this
' oamp.It sure was a good dinner-one turkey to fourteen nen,and cooked with the feathews on.
Thie camp was = dirty place with nothing to eat,but what can a fellow expect of a bunch

of dirty Pnglishmen.Scwe of the boys of cur cowpany were on M.P.duty here and they sure
were glad when night came and could come home and get a cup of would-be coffes and & piece
of bread and goat cheese.

On Jan.l 1918 we ssiled across the Engliah Channel for Frence,Takk about sick
boys! Eveybody cn the boat was sick,even the old English Ssilors.¥e puked all over the
floor and on the walls and everywhere you could think of.%e landed in Havre France about
twelve oclock the next day,and here we were unloaded right away and sent to a camp in the
outskirts of town.¥We were put in squad tdnts and got our firet meal since leaving England.
We got supper about midnight and every bedy was goed and hungry.It rained sll day and that
night ws waited in the chow line about two hours bsfore we got our chow.

Jan.3.we snirained for Le gourtine France.¥e were put in cattle cars,40 men
%0 & car,and the cars were about half the sisze of the ones in U.S. Of course it was not
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s0 bad,half of us could sit down and take a rest while the other half stood up and kicked
their heels to keep warm. After dark COpl Hamilton got ocut amd stole a etove whick we rigged
up,and it sure helped us to keep warm.Of course the omes mext to the stove got all the
heat.Cpl H.also hooked s ten gallom jug of whiskey.Benson and I got a box of chocolate
containing 200 bars.¥e ate candy snd drank whiskey until we were hardly able to take cars
of oursslves.

¥e landed in La gourtine on Jan.4,19184d#4F after a hard disagreesbls trip.
Ve had good darrscks here but the chow was poor.Russisn soldiers hed been in thess barracks
befors we got thers and troubdle had arisen smomg them.They killed akmost all of their ofificers
and then the Frenmch got their artillery into section ,shot up s lot of the buildinge and
saptured akl the Russisns.We stayed hers about five days and then were split uwp frow the
outfit. A1l the privates wers transferrsd to the First division.It was a sad day we lsft
our 0ld outfit,.There wers a good many of the old nom-coms who cried like schoolboys when
tbt'haok_h&ndt.cur old Colomel crisd like a schoolboy who had just been spanked by his
wother. ,. e
Jin.9 wef wers losded on cattle cars and shipped to Huddlegourt France.We
rods for thres days and nites.Pvt Meechem and I stole a stove ths first nite ,and the 4
second we got a ten gallom jug into oud car.0f course we ithot we wers getting whiskey,
but sit ! it wee syrup.¥ell,we all filled our canteens and them we gently placed the jug
on the side of the traik., This wes another dissgreeable trip.It was too cold to lie down
snd sloep amd too arg.ied %0’ sit up.What #s a follow going to %o in s case od this kind?

Jan.1y 1918 we landed im Huddlecourt and we ware sure a bungry bunch of

boys.Bhortly after wz 1it we got dimner end everybody ate until they could hardly walk.
Yo shaved, washed and brushed up.Well,we began to feel betisr now.The next day we were
all ordered to have our hair cut.Some B.8/about the regular army,but of ocourse we were
not in the national guards mow.The first time we fwll in it was ,"Snap out of it? ghape
it up ' You ars not inthe National Guards mow,you are in the regular army". On Jan.4
weall received our equipment and got our first test in the gse chidmber.We all thought
that this wls going to be a dangeroud proposition.However we all wemt thru all rignt
and nc one was gsased,

: On the 15th we starter for the trenchez.¥e had 2 blankets,ome suit of
underwear,our toilet articles,reserve rations,and 100 rounds of amunition.We had some
load.It rained and the roads were sleet.It was hard hikiang and some of the boys had to
be taken ia on the ambulenge.l was all im ,but the last five kilometers 1 hiked on my
nerve.l Borrowed 25 framks from Hegg and wemt out and bought some steak ,took it over
to & Fronch woman and had it fried.She made sows coffee,and we ate hard tack and our
steak.It sure was fine.The nexzt morming I woke up and found ourselves in a haymow.It
was very cold ,and the boye who tooktheir shoes off were out of luck,ss their shoes
ware frosen stiff.%ell,ws did not hike the mext day,we went into French houses and got
our clothes dried ,got some hot feeds,and on the next day hiked a distance of 8 kilometers
The reads were not so bad this day,It took us about eix days to reach Ansinvillis,a
town about sixz kblometsrs from the {romi.¥hem we wers about ten kilos from Ansinvillies
we split up and hiked in groups of platoons,The reasom for hbking this way was so the
enomy could not estimats the amounts of troops coming in ,and another thing if the enemy
would locste s number of men of five o2 six hundredthey would turn their artilery loocee
on us,

Qur compary #tayed in this town one week.Ws went up to the lines every
‘miteand worked on the tremches.l saw mervin Armstrong one day and he had the experience
of sticking hiz head over the parapet and letting a Cerman sniper take a erack at it.
The ball went thru his helmet but it did not hurt him. ;
Our company went imto the fromt lines one nbte and it sure was oold ,wet,
and disagreesbls.We had to wade in water knee deep beiors we reached our position,and 1
tell you it was no fum to stand on post all nite soaked to the skin.Tobacco was very
scarce and the chow was worse.About six o'clock that mormimg our artillery put over s
barrageon yhe Germans.Pvi Fascins snd I were on an outpost,and we wers almost frose stiff,
but when the barrage quit I was as warm as if I had been mext to our big heater om a
cold wintars day.leave it to me thers was a good many of the boys whé thot the same as
I did,and that was the world had coms to an end.The heavenms were all red from the {lakes
of the guum,and our trenchss and the @erman trenches ware only ssveaiy~five yards apart.
You can see whors the artillery had 4o throw their shells quite aceuratenot to let them
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not hit im our trenches.i few of the shells fell in our trenches but no one was killed
- The next nite we wore relieved by the third batallicnand we weht back to Ansenvillie,
and dug trenches at nite.We did this work for a week and then we went back to the
lines again.These teenches were fierge.¥s stdod on pest st nite and during the day
we would work om the trenches and try and get some water out.¥Well,one day we got our
sector of the tremches in fairly good shape.What I mean with good shape is that the
water would net go over the top of your shoes.We wers all glad and glving each cther
compliments on cur trench, At six o'clock Pritz threw over a barrage and filled our
tremches full so that we gould not get thru them at =ll.¥hen we went to chow that
morning we had to erawl om our hands and knees from ome shell hols to snother.We goet our
trench cleansd cut again that dayso that we could stay down out of sight.This is the
way it went all the time we were in the tremches. Chow wss slmost imposeible to get to
us ,altho they would manage to get some hot slum.a litgle e¢offee,and enough bread for
& grasshopper once a day.This would be brdt to us by » detall from each platoon at mide
night.It was carried in cams like the creamery milk cans we have back home.Sometimes
Fritz would throw ever a few shells and spoik all our ghow. '

Fascina and I had an outpost,and thers was a ddf/ dead Frendhman about
tventy~Iive fset from our post,and whea the wind blew in the right direction we could
hardly stay on our post. On night two Cermans came sneaking past our post,about fifty
feet from us.They had quite a job getting thru the wires.The wires were so thick a
rabbit cculd not get thru them without getting snared. We did not shoot 4 ae we did
not want to give our position away. 1 went back to our tremches and told our Lt,about 4%

and he got the company om the alert. A few nights later about fwenty dutchmen came over,
but our men saw them before they got inte our lines,and we opened up on them with our
sutomatic rifles and thirty-thirtys.They soon disappeared. The boysf said they got a
eouple of them as a short time later they returned and carried the wounded away. :
One night when the third batallion was in the lines the Cermans csmm over
with a small raiding party of two hundred men."I" and "E" Cos,lost aboutfall of their
men . We were gent inte the lines the next day to help cleanup the trenches and carry
out bhe wounded. We lost u/1df/4f/déh/4idE/ one man thet day, He was out picking socuvenirs
off a dead German.Of course we all thought this was a great battle.The dutch went back
without a eingle prisoner.They left all their hand gremades and high explosives in our
trenches. :
: One nite whan we had been relieved frem the trenchesfif our platoon got
‘1ot and our Lt. told us to weit whers we wers,while he and ome of the sargents went
out to find the way out.We were afraid of running intc the German lines.I lay down on the
ground and went tc sleep. Whem the Lt.returmed they moved out and left me there.I woke
up about an hour later,frozen to the ground and all alome.I started to hunt my way out,
but I got into e0 much barb wire entanglements that I decided tht it was best for my
health to wait for daylight.l unrolled my blankets and lay down to wait for dayloght,
After staying there I detected the difference Between the report of our batteriss and
the Gernans./So 1 made up my pack and started out to find some Americans.After crawling
thru the wires and wakking about a kilometer I was halted and ssked fof the pass word.
I answered and told him the password,and then he took me inte their dugout amd lovked
me over.After he was sure I was not a German spyhe went out with me and showed me the
way home. Just as I reached the wagon road an amunition wagom came by and gave me a
ride.I got intc Ansenvillie bBefore our company dhd.
¥e slept in barnes and old housss that had been shot to pieces.We always
g0t one day rest alter bekng relieved from the lines.Somesimes we would not get as far
back as Ansenville after being relieved We would have to stop at Scherprey, a small towh
all gslfjot to pieces. There was not a single building in this town which had not boen
shot to pieces.Fritz would always throw over a féw gas shells at night in this town
g0 that we could not sleep, ¥While being in this ftown wae the samwe as being inthe third
line tremches in support. ;
One day Colomel Parker cams thru our trenches and he stopped and spoke
to & young fellew who was all uud and wet. He asked him how he would 1like to get a
new suit of clothes and a good long féfMt reet. The young fellow said"Finme".The Col.
sald,"Tou will soon get itv.Ypu can/fig#/fl§ dmagine how the boys felt when they heard
this news. We had beem in the trenmches about two months without having our clothes off.
Ve sure knew what the cooties were By this time .I could reach down in wy shirt any
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time I wanted to and bring out a good,big,fat cootie without looking for them,

On the night of March the seventh we were relieved ,went back to pnsenvillig
stayed there ome day and rested,and cn the ninth we got trucks snd started for the rear.
We had & thpf#ép/ three hour ride that day .We weng thru Huddlecourt anmd the town our
company stopped at was Traveray.We got paid a few days after we got here,and eggs were
wulte plentyful here.L.D.Johnson and I hought two dozen eggs, cheeso,butter,bread and
jam and went down to the cresk and had a good big feed, :

| ‘The third day after we 1it I was in the Y.¥.0,"A. and I heard an engine
running in the back room ,The noise of the engine seemed familiar to me,s80 I ssked the
YoM.man what he had in the rear of the building .Fe told me it wae s Deloe Light plant.
Well, I went in and looked it over and wished I was back in Pargo.That nite there- was
& movie show in the Y.and they served hot cocoa and cookies.l felt like a new man that
nite,being in a room 1it up with Delgo light,and ons of thedir movie machines showing
us the picture of Charlie Chaplin, We drilled here for about three weoks ,had a couple
of baths,got rid of a few cooties,and everybody had the pleasure of eating a few eggs.
Well, one day we got orders that we were going to move to¢ another fromt.
Our Ltd. came in and said that we were going to another front and that it was nmorth.f
That spells action.Of course we all sobered up and thot we were going to see the real
stuff,as we had been reading in the papers what the Hune hed been doing te the French
and Brittish.The Allies had got them stopped before we got to the front.
On the nineth of April we were statted for the Picardy front.¥We loaded
on the train and rode for three days and nites,going thru the outskirts of Paris.We 4
saw some beautiful country and scenery on thiis trip. We unpoaded in & emall town and then
we started on a long march.It was very warm and we carried two blankets,extrs pair of
shoes,one suit of underwear,two pair sox.reserve rations,toilet articles overcoat,helmet
s=-a load of about onehundred and forty pounds.Some Joad in this hot weather., The third
batallion killed four men in one day on this hike.M Co., was the unlucky company. We
stopped for ten days at Fra Lavillie and drilled.¥e Took up the Prendh drill now,as
it was believed thst their way of going over the top was bdetter than the Amerigan. There
wze a French captain along with us.We left there and went to Cantignay.Om the twenty-
sixth day of April we went.into the trenches.l well remember what our Ltd.told us when
when he told us it spelled action., The artillery fire and the machinegum fire was fieree.
After dark a fellow was darn glad to k@ep hie head under cover.It was almost fmpossible
to get chow to the men inm the front lines.It was one continuous round of artillery fire.
As soon as it ot dark Fritz would put about twice as many guns working as dn the day
time. Gas was usedin some part of our sector every nite,all the while we were in the
lines.We went from twemty-four to fifty-eight hours without chow.Water was almost {jfg/
impossible to get to we. :

On the sixth of May Pritsz put over a six hour heavy gas attack.The ¢
casualities were very heavy in our batallion.C Co's ocasualities wers about seventy-five
percent. Our company lost the least of any of them. The next day a report came cut that
we were going to be relieved,as we did not have men enough to hold the lines.However
we were not relieved.¥e stayed in the lines twenty-one days without being relieved.
¥e could not get enough water to shave with,and I guess if the Germans had come over,
we would not have needed to fire a simgle shot,because we all looked s¢ tough that we
would have scared the devil.

We were continually told to be on the matoh as Cermane are coming over
tonite.Well they 4id not come over except once in a while they would send over a
raiding party.Patrols from both sides wers busy every nite,and one time our patrol and
the German patrol came together. Thers was not much of a fight excepting the exchange
of & fow hand gremades. Well the nites wers very long in thewe trenches as we wwre always
worrying aboit the Fritzies coming over,and them the chow was so peor that we were #f
starving. Tobacco was very short.Sometines four or five men would have to smoke omne cigartte
I received a package from sister Laura while in these trenches,cligars,raisins,chocolats,
gum,~and it never in the world could have come at a better time.

Yhen we went after chow it took about thirty men,as we carried chow
for the whole batallion.¥e had to go sbout four kilometers after chow ,and the only way
to get to our chow wagon was to go thru dead-man's valley for a distance of about one
Pilometer. Thie was a very bad place to take men because Frits would shell this valley

continuously and thers was mot a single nite Bii/Wiigt/ passed dut what a buach of men
would be caught there.
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Our bdatallbon headquarters were at Villertarnalle.This town was shelled and ¢
covered by machimegum fire day and nite.Our company lost about twenty-five men during
this hitch inf the tremches.Our Ltd.Bloom was hit in the face ome nite by machime gun
fire but he did not die. On the nite of May 16 we were relieved and went back to Rodene
eourt for a few days rest. We stayed hare for a few days and them returned to the second
lines.Here we stayed for four or five days ,duckinf Fritzie's big shells and taking in a
good big breath of his gas now and then. Or the nite of May 25 we returned to Rodencourt
and were held there in support of the twemty-eighth infantry. we piled rocks and stremgthen
strengthenefour dugouts in good shape.

; On the morning of May 28tpthe 28th Infantry and the second batallion went over
the top and captured (antignay.The GCermans made seven counter attacks on them ,but in vain.
The German guns all opened up and worked continuously for two days and nites. We were not
called out as the twemty~eighth held off all counter attacks. Jume third we went into the
trenches at Ecclaimvillers. We were inm support here and did not worry much about the
Germans as we were four kilometers from the fromnt lines.

June 1l4th we méved to the front linesat Grievemnes.This is where a wealthy
Frendhman had his park and chateau,but it did not look like a park now.It was all shot
to pieces and the ground was sll covered with dead Qermans and "frogs"It stunk so that
lots of the boys went to the hospital with enfluency.In these trenches is where I saw
my first German fall,altho from where I was I could not tell how badly he was hit. Ve
stayed here for several éays ,and on the moraing of July 4th our datallion and the Germans
tried to see who could put over the most shells.But both sides put over emough te suit me.
There was hell on earth this morning and I know it.

July 9th weff were relieved bp the "Frogs" and we got trueks to Pistula.
Here we cleaned up ,got clean clothes.cooked curselves some goossberries,stole a chicken

- and cooked up a good feed.Wallmer,L.D.Johnson.Daigle,and I had current sauce and a good

fat goose for dinmer. We went from here to......where we got paid andthe Y.M.C.A, man
came to town and we bought chocolate,cigarettes,tobacco and cookies.%Well,we did not stay
in town but a few days until we got orders to move still farther to the rear.We got
trucks one morming and left for the south.¥e rode all nite and part of the next day.
Here we 1it in a small town,stayed here iwo days,when we got orders to move to the fromt
again. We took our back tracks almost all the ways.¥e unloaded in some big woeds and
camped here ome day and ome nite .OUr whole division was camped in these woods.Thie was
the last time I spoke to Mervin Armstrong.He came over to my company and we had quite a
visit that day. We both had some cookies and chocolate along with us. We ate them and
then bid good=bye to each other,and said we were going after the Hums. Well we did ,
but there jA# was ome less after the battle,so we could not tell our tales to each other.
At noon on July 18th we started for the front. Ve hiked the aftermoon and £Hié/
nif$ all that mite.We got into position about four-fortyfivein the morming of July 183 h
Fifteen minutes all the gune om our side opemed up at the same time.Every gum was sot to
fire at the same secend. Our company commander blew his whistle and made a motion with hise
hand, Forward® and before we kmew what had happened we were om the top going towards the
Gormss lines.As fsr se I could see to our right and left were "Sammies"going forward.
The first half hour we #id not loose & man,but then we met the German barrage. Hers we
lost quite a fow men.I well remember the squad onm my 1ff£ right about sixty feet sway.
A big shell 1it between them,and all I saw afterward of the squad was ome man on his feet.
Vell,I got thru that day and all of my squad did the same.¥e met with very heavy artillery
and machinegun fire that day.The Cpl.of our squad was the only officer in our company whed
our Div.was relisved.The officers and mom=coms wers all wourded or killed.Ltd.Allen was
wounded and Major Hane was killed. Om the second day we ran into a real live hormet®s nest.
Ve lost §uite heave here.Our major gave us orders to retreat and we did.Ve fell back about
four hundred yards and took #p another position.About eleven oclock we went forward again
but in vain. We did not fall back this time ,but they held us so that we could not break
their lines.Our tanks were all out of commission by this time,sc we had to depend on our
hand gremeges and rifled to do the work.We had advanced so fast that our artillery was of
very little good. We flopped im the wheat which was walst high,and took what cover we could
find. The squad I was in was still together and not a eingle one wounded.The seven of us
lay down in a squad column about tem feet apart.The balls were dropping all around us,and
the Cpl.and four of the other men jumped totheir feet and went back a short distance.
My gumner yeller,"Let us go with them".I said,"Stay there",so we both tried to meke our
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selves as small as we could. I put my amunition bag and helmet in front of my head amd
lay there directly facing the machine gun that were {iring on us. All at once I felt some
thing warm touch my hand. It was s ball which pasasd beiween my second and third fingers
sond went thru my Jigkh helmet and lodged in my amunition bag. If I had not put the helmet
and amunitionn beg im fromt of me,the ball would have wtruck me inm the top of the dead
and gone thru me lengthwise. However,some one got close enough to the machinegun mbstfs
to throw a few hand grenades into the pit. That soon put a stop towtheir fun. She bullet®
soon stopped coming so thick and we went forward agaim. That night we camped in a ravine
and did patroi all thet night. We got some chow up from the kitchen that nite,and we gt
our canteens filled up with water. I stole sbout two hours sleep that nite. The third
morning we went forward again and we gure were a tired dumch of boys.¥e advanced about
three kilometers that morning and I did not see a single German.But they sure sent a lot of
Gel.cans over at us. Several of our boys went west this morning and our company was getting
very small, Ve dud in on tne eside of the railroad track and waited fof Ghe 16th infantry
to advance on cur left.The shells were falling very thick and everybody took what shelter
they could find.I had a hole dug about four feet deep ,and I sure kept mu head down.
I heard some ome yell and looked 4p to see what he wanted. It was a runner and he wanted to
know where the 26th infantry is.I raised up out of my hole ,and while I was talking to him
a large shell 1it close to him and blew him to a hundred pieces. A little piece of it
struck me om the fimger.I stayed in my hole about twe hours sond when the firing eased hp
1 got up and beat it to the res#eI got to a first ald station and a short time later I was
put on a truck and started to the rosyto a hospital. The truck was jammed full of wounded
mon.Ws stopped at a field hispital and had our wounds dressed,and from there we got ok a
Red Cross train and dfdfidd/fo#/f)é/édwent to St.Angom France.On this train is where I
saw and ate my first plece of white bread since I left the states. We 1it at the hospital
on the 22nd of July.Here we got a bath as soon as we got off the traim.all our clothes
were taken away from us and we were issued pajemas.l was not sick but was wighty glad to
stay in bed for three days. To sleep in a bed seemed so good that I womld have given any
thing in the world 4f I would not have to return to the lines agaln. After staying in the
hospital for twe weeks it began to loock as if I was about ready for the lines sgain. A few
days later I was sent to a convalescent camp at Nevers France.Here I stayed for three weekse
and did light duty. Iwas sent from here toSt.Agony Prance +8 replacement camp.l stayed here
one week ,got all mew ejuipment and was sent back to my company.l had not got any mail since
I left qyo company 80 you see I was quite anzious to get back to the company.
S e’Bbout ome thousand of us was shipped out of this camp.We got orders to have our
packs rolled and be ready to leave camp at six oclockthat eve. We were all on the job,
but as usual the train was late and it rained all night. We stéod around all nite in the
rain.About ten oclock the mext day our trainm came.0f course we had not had & bit to eat
since supper the nite bdefors,and the mud was knee desp. But this was a start of trenmch life
again. This army life is fun,mothing to do but eat,sleep,and smoke cigarettes.But I do hope
if war ever breaks out again ,and 1 have to enter the game,somebody will tak® a good shot
at we before I start. FHowever they got us packed into boxcars,sbout 35 stromg in each
car,threw in a box of hadd bread and a case of corned beef in each car,and started out.
¥e were on the road five days and nites,before we were unloaded.When we were unloaded that
eve we had 15 kilometers to hike to reach batallion headquarters.Here we got some hot coffee
and slept wherever we could get a place to flop. The next morning was Sept.6 I found any
coupany.They were campen in some woods c¢lese to Verdun. It was raining and everybody had
pitched pup tents.l erawled in with L.D.Johnsorn and his squad. We stayed there a few days
and them we got orders to make another hit on the Hunms.The nite of Sept.llth £ we statted
fot the lines.We hiked all nite im the raim and mud ,and got into position bdefore daybreak
the next moraing. We thot we were in position but we were not ,because everybody was lost.
Our artillery had been working 2ll nite and we had lots of big heavy guns working
on lount Zek. We went over about six cclock that merming but did not mest very strong
resistance.The Huns surrendered eacily. We captured lots of artbllery pieced,store houses
full of small arms,all sorte of clothes and equipment,and lots of beer,bht little chow,
¥e drove the Hums back about fifteen kilow om the twelfth,and om the 13th the Fremch closed
in on our flanke and captured all the Germeans in the pocket. The civilians living,whe lived
here,had been held prisoners for four years,and they came out and gave us a drink of
snopps as we passed thru their villages. :
On Sept.l4th we wers relieved and marched towards the rear. We rested for two

N\
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days in some German barracks ,and then got trucks and sisrted towards another front.

We rode ome dag and mite ,and then we were unlosded and camped in gome woods for about

& week.The company got paid hers.But me and a few others who Had been in the hospital

did mot get paid. We loft here and put in & good lomg nite hiking. Several of the boye

went A.W.0,L. that nite,and several fell out that nite. ¥e camped in some French barracks

for a fow days,then we got trucks and started for the front.%s rode all day snd hiked all

nite. Thed next morning we dug in and were in reserve fo the 35th divisicn. ¥e stayed

hpra for four days waiting for the big guns %o got placed.On the mworning of Oct.4th we wemt

over the top. We drove the Germans back six kilos that day but our companry did not locse

80 very heavy. K Company lost very heavy. »o dug in on & side hill that nite and the Cermans

fired on us from both sides and the front. We held cur giround here for about five days

and on the morning of Oct.9 we got orders tortake Hill 240. Thers was a very heavy fog

and we could not see a man twenmty-two yards shead of us. Our batallion was formed at the

foot of the hill sbout fifteon minutes Before the darrage statted. The GCormans got wige

to us and they opened up on us with machine gum {ire. Our barrage and the Germans® started

at about the same time. We made very slow progress as the Dutch had all kinds of machine

guns,and our men fell like flies. Pvt. Svaboda sand I were in a shell hole about forty yards

from the German lines. We stayed here and after the §i¢ fog blew away 4id some good sniping
Here is where I saw the first German fall from a rifle shot. Boys from old

Co.B 164 who fell in thie battle wwrel,D.Johnson,John Bannister, FPred May,snd Burdell.

Co D lost very heavy.¥e had thirty-six men answer their name after the battle. The 16th

Inf. captured & German colonmel,but thers was mot very many Cermans esptuted. On the 10th

we advanced about § 4 kblos,lost a few men .Pvt.Albert ¥Wallner from Hunter was wounded

here,and four other mem and I carried him out to the first aid stationthat nite,but he died

just as we reached thare. '

We were relieved on the 1llth and went back about ten kilos. Here we got
some replacements ,stayed here ons day and ome nite.Then we started on a long hike and §
expected a long rest. We hiked mbout ten days te Rosness Frange. Hers we ware recruited
up and started to drill again. we drilled about ten days .then we statted for the f{ront
again. We got trucks sand rode towarde the fromt lines. We rode one day and mbte and then
we camped in some woods. We had to stay hid déring the day,and at nite all lights had 4o
be put out. The resson being Cerman planes. Ye stayed in these woods about ten daye,snd
then we got orders to make amother push on the Hunms.

On the nits of Wov we started towards the front a distance of iwenty
kilos. It rained all nite and we got lost, Our Captain was scting major and I was om side
of himone time while he pulled out his map to see where we were. we were in soms woods
and of course it was impossidle to find out where we wars,because the rain would put out
his mateh and the map got wet. Well,we got ordede to take a rest. We unrolled our blankets
and slept about an hour ,vhes we got orders to move again. Lots of the men fell cut,and
when we got there we did mothave more tham hall a company. At five oclowk in the moraing
we were in position to go over the top. Everybedy was all in and hardly able to wakk.

I did not dare to sit Bownbeosuse 4f I d4d I was afraid I would be so stiff I could not
got up and wakk. We advanced about eight kilos that day,lost & few men,but we did mot meet
with strong #ésbéfdidd/ widk-etrong resistance.

That nite we dug im om top of Hill 242,but we had to retreat lateddd onm
account of artillery fire. That mite I led my squad awsy from the company about ome hundred
yarde and I told them we wers for to hide from the rest of the company. We foung a good
 plsce to dig in,and we 414, we dug ourselves in good and deep two men to & hole. While the
men were digging I scouted out to see 1f 1 could find something to eat. I got wp close to
our company,and 1 heard our captain -getting his orders from the major. Here is what the
major told our captain,"SBe at Sodan defors daylight in the morming with your company®
I heard him say it was adbout twenty-five kilos. These news sounded good--like hell. ¥We
had not had any sleep for two mites except that ome hour in the woods the nite bdelore.
Well,I went back to whers the squad was and I told them to be gplet as the company was
2bout to move and I was not able to make s 25 kilos that nite. After I had boem aslesp #
about an hour one of ths boys came over and gave me a pull on the leg.Hs sald Sergt.lyers
was around yelling for Cpl.Psterson. I teold him to go back im his hole sand stay there and
not to make any noise. Well it was not more tham fifteen minuted before I was scund asleep

and when I wope up the sun wes shining in my face. 1 got everybody up and told them te
roll their blankets,whils two other men and I went out snd looked lfer ghow. ¥We wers not
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gone more thanm oms hour whem we returned with o large cam of coffee a can of bacon and

a box of hardtsck. We ate all we oould and put the rest of it in our packs Now we were
ceeling peetty good and ready for shother dattle. ¥e started cut to find our company. Of
course we were not im very much of a hurry ahd we did not have = commandsr., We slept in =
town that nite The Hums hed left it the day before. Wo bummed supper {rom some French

people that nite and saved our dacon for dreakfast. About eight oclock the next day we startdd
out to find our company Two hours later we met them on their return. The company Was Ssven
strong,the rest of the men had sll fell out or been sent to the hospital. We camped bn a
smell town that day,got some Hot chow ,and about four oclock that day we started for the

resd#. The French had taken Sedem before our company got there.

¥e camped in some woods that nite and the 10th of Nov.we started to hike towards
the resr. Ve heard that the guns wers to stop at eleven oclock the next day,but we did not
telieve it.Everytodytbot we were making & {lank movement. On the eleventh wo statted towards
the rear agaia. I purposely got lost from the company that moraning because I did net have
sny tobacco,and if I could get away {rom the company 1 knew I could get tobacce. I found
smncther boy that was lost that day and we hiked together. 0f course we always knew where
our company was. We learned of the Second Division commissary and made for that fown. Yo
reachsd this town about ome cclock and we had not heard a gun tire for s long time. The
wounded soldiers were coming in truck losds. The Secomd Division had gone over the top that
porning at five oclock and there was lots of fight left in Pritz yet. We camped withh our
company that nite and occasionally there was a gun that would fire. When we would hear a
gun fire we would say ,"Now do you believe that pesce has come?" Our majer told us that
day that peace had come but we would not believe it, There seemed to be a lot of fight
left in those blamed Germans ,snd they had plenty of amunition. We could not see any sign
of the Germans being weak,the only thing was, whenever we captuked any of them ,their chow
seemed short, But there wa® plenty of beer. :

Our hike had just started mow about the 18¢h of Nov. Ve camped in some woods
near Verdun and during the nite there was a continual celebration. Most of the boys were
t00 tired to celsbrate ,but still there is always somebody that you cannot kill A1l = fellow
could see that mite was sky rockets being sent into the air,and all kinde of them.0f
course this was stuff that had beem captured {rom the Germansp Now we were allowed to e
suoke amd build a fire after dark,the first time since we game over here== that is -whem
we wers near the lines. It sure looked funny to see fires on every hill,and all over.

To lesrned that we were going to mwarch into Germany and form our lines there,
stay there a short time,and them sail for 7.8, You can imsgine how the boys of the lst Dive
folt to hear this news,because they had beem the first over and wanted to be the first
back. I do not remember very many towns we weut thru,but I will try and outline the
route we took.’ Our hike was a hard drag all the way om account of the country being =0
hilly. We would mske about 15 klometers & day. The roads wers mddy and everybody was
weak {rom bebmg in the ffphfligé limes for such a lomg streteh. There was lots of the boys
who fell out the Iirst week ,but everybhdy stayed by it as long 8s they could, on account
of them telling ws that we wers going home soon and by way of Belglum.

The first towa 1 remember the nsme of was the gapital of Luxumberg. We e/
paraded thru this town and passed in review for the Queen of Luxumberg. Bj this time the
boys wers gquite tired,dut everybody tried to hike with a smile. Our next town was VillaRue.
Here we stayed one mite and twe days. We had some clothes issued to us here. Most of the
boys got shoes ,but they were of the Englidéh make,and our boys cannot hiké in these shoes.

The resuli was that almost every man that had a pair of these shoes got erippled up Jand
and them they would throw the shoes and go barefooted,or get some old shoes which were
#fihdht/ worn cut German shoes or amything they could find,beg,or steal. Duriag this hike
we weree so Glose to the Hums that sometimes we had to stop before entering a towa and
let the Hums get out.

Our next sgop was Maxthum.It was oR the line between Luxumberg and Cermany
on the Mossele River. We steped here for seven days and then resumed curmagch. The reason
for staying in this town for so lomg vas that we could mot enter Germany until a certsin
date. Then we sbtered Cermany we set out ghdidé pointe and guards but had no £
trouble of sny kind, The people were all good to us. We stayed in Triers one nite and day.
Now we began to strike some real hills vemall mountaing®. The horses that hauled the supplies
were so poor and road drilled that they could hardly wakk. Now I know that & man cam out
hike a horse.The artiliery horseswereihe same way.Jt takes a mule for a war horse.
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guring this hike we got two meals a day ,but the Germans fod us most of the time. .
,Our next stop was at Coplenaz ¥e paraded thru this town and thea got dillets and stayed
hers for eme dsy and a nite. Everybody was glad to stop in such 2 large town as thers was
lots of girls on the streets. ¥We were allowed down town dut we had tc go in peirs,and
had to bs armed with a hundred rounds of amunition and a rifle. You can imagine me irying
to make eyes or f1irt with a Duteh girl and a big long rifle on my shoulder. However 1
did not make much of & hit in this town. .

%o continued our hike to Grenzhausen. Hera we stayed im a schosl house, got &
bath and soms new underwaar. We stayed here for adout two weeks. We loft here on the 37th
of Pec.1918. We drilled svery day ,rain or shime. I often wendered if we ever wemt thru
ihis again,i! our officers would fenmefit By thess experisnces. ;

On the Z7th we left Grenzhausen and our next sfff town wae Naxeain Now we wers
within five kilometers of the fromt lines.A.snd B.Companies were in the front limes. Our
drbll when we first struck this town was eight hours a day. S

"on Jan.8th,Goddard,s Cerman boy,and I went out hunmting.After Za hali hours hunt,
the boy drove a deer on me snd I got it at the first shot. ;

Jan.19.0oddard and I were out hunting . Goddard ghot a deer,

Jan 30 ¥as out hunting dut mo luck.

Jan.22.0nsh,Goddard ,and T were out hunting.Godd, shot two deed and (ash,shotone.

June 274h st 7:30 colook Pyt.Thomss Lugar snd I got ordews to report to the

orderly room.The Top sadd to we,"Are you ready to go home?vand we both replied "Yes".
*¥ellj" he said ,"go and get your squipment and turs them?., Well,tfkkf talk about tvo
happy old stiffs, we sure wers. Luger and I have been in the same squad from the time we
were on the hike,snd mow we have pledged ourselves to ome hell=of-s-time the [irst night
that we are turned looee in Wew York.

B June 27,1919 A.D.
I, Khédds/Ladit
I Thomas B. Lugar and Anton Petedson do solemnly swear that we will raise hell and do .
snything within thw law,and that we might break the law,providing we are the only onees that
know about it,om the first night we are turmed loose in the great city of New York.
Ge roany -
inton Peterson
- (eman) , Thomas B.Lugar
Sworn in and signed before me on this date ,June 27,1919
- Anton Peaterson, Thomme B.Lugar.
Justice of the Peace.

June 28.we laft Coblensz at 10 ocslock in th mormimg enroute for Bresté. The train cannot
go fast enough to pleomss the boys. It is 3:30 P.M.and we are at the capitol of Luxumberg.

Qur route home: .
Luottrué,noatcbur,Shetrshalm,ﬂbfztn,mnaor,agflcns,cuehow,tittlieh,?rior-,euns,luehtang
Luxusberg, Thionville, Als Ler.xnconda:so,nntt;!bvnnnt,vontu,qur:nag?Luurﬁnn,Euehnvtul,nignn.
Taylon,Laroche,Golcny,Paris. Left Paris on June 20,arriving in Brest at lloelock on Julg let

¥e are cleaniasg up and gettiag ready to leave fof the U.8.0n July S5th we left
Brest st 2 Celook in the aftermoon. We loaded the ship Liberator,s stock bost.About 2500
troops on bosrd, This is ocur gecond day out and it has been grest sport. First day out
we made 251 miles,second day 277,thimd day 243,fourth dny254,f4fth day29l,eixth day 268,
geventh day274,eighth day 245,ninth day 243, tenth day 148,eleventh day 214,iwelfth 2389.



