The History of Sweden

Fourteen thousand years ago the whole of the present country of Sweden was covered by a thick ice cap. As the ice slowly retreated, man came to Sweden and the first known human dwelling place, which has been found in southern Sweden, dates from around 10,000 BC. It is clear that from the period 8000 to 6000 BC the country as a whole began to be populated by peoples who lived by hunting and fishing and who used simple stone tools. Dwelling places and graves dating from the Stone Age, which is generally regarded as lasting until about 1800 BC, are being found in increasing numbers. Stone tools became more sophisticated during that period, which was succeeded in the Nordic region by the Bronze Age from 1800 to 500 BC. This period gets its name from the bronze weapons and religious objects which characterize the archaeological discoveries dating from these centuries, even though stone tools continued to dominate everyday life. The Bronze Age is marked in the Nordic region, especially in Denmark but also in Sweden, by a high level of culture, as is shown, for example, by the artefacts found in graves. After about 500 BC such artefacts become more rare as iron began to be more generally used. During the Early Iron Age (500 BC- 400 AD), the period of the great migrations (400- 550) and the socalled Vendel period (550- 800)--so named because of the magnificent boat graves found at Vendel in Uppland--the population of Sweden became a settled one and agriculture came to form the basis for the economy and for society. 

The Vikinq Age and Early Christianity 

The Viking Age, 800- 1050, was characterized by a marked expansion, which in the case of Sweden was mainly directed eastwards. Many Viking expeditions set off from Sweden with the mixed purpose of plunder and trade along the coasts of the Baltic Sea and the rivers which stretched deep into present- day Russia, where Swedish Vikings established trading stations and short- lived principalities, like that of Rurik at Novgorod. The Vikings active in the east travelled as far as the Black and Caspian Seas, where they developed trading links with the Byzantine Empire and the Arab dominions. At the same time, Christianity first reached Sweden with the mission of Ansgar, who visited the country from the Carolingian Empire in the ninth century. However, it was not until the eleventh century that Sweden was Christianized. Even then the old pagan Nordic religion survived until far into the twelfth century, and Sweden did not obtain an archbishop of its own until 1164. Sweden's expansion in the east continued during the twelfth and thirteenth centuries through the incorporation of Finland into the Swedish kingdom after several crusades. 

The Founding of the Kingdom 

The various provinces of Sweden, which had previously been independent entities, were absorbed around 1000 into a single unit whose centre of gravity lay partly in Västergötland and Östergötland and partly in the provinces around Lake Mälaren, especially Uppland. From the middle of the twelfth century onward there was a hard struggle for temporal power in this kingdom between the Sverker and Erik families, which held the crown alternately between 1160 and 1250. However, during this period the main administrative units were still the provinces, each of which had its own assembly (ting), lawmen and laws. It was first during the latter part of the thirteenth century that the crown gained a greater measure of influence and was able, with the introduction of royal castles and provincial administration, to assert the authority of the central government and to impose laws and ordinances valid for the whole kingdom. In 1280 King Magnus Ladulås (1275- 90) issued a statute which involved the establishment of a temporal nobility and the organization of society on the feudal model. A council containing representatives of the aristocracy and the church was set up to advise the king. In 1350, during the reign of Magnus Eriksson (1319- 64), the various provincial law codes were superseded by a law code that was valid for the whole country. 

The Honsa Period 

Trade increased during the fourteenth century, especially with the German towns which were grouped under the leadership of Lübeck in the Hansa League. For the following 200 years, until the middle of the sixteenth century, the Hansa dominated Sweden's trade, and a large number of towns were founded in Sweden as a consequence of the lively commercial activity connected with the Hansa. Agriculture was and remained the basis for economic life and it too developed during these years through the introduction of the three- field system and improved tools. However, the Black Death, which reached Sweden in 1350, led to a long period of economic decline marked by a smaller population and many abandoned farms. The crisis cannot really be said to have been surmounted until the latter part of the fifteenth century, at the same time as the production of iron in central Sweden began to play an increasingly important role in the country's economy. 

The Kalmar Union 

In 1389, through inheritance and family ties, the crowns of Denmark, Norway and Sweden were united under the rule of the Danish Queen Margareta. In 1397, the socalled Union of Kalmar was concluded under her leadership. It involved an undertaking that the three Scandinavian countries should have one and the same king. In fact, however, the whole union period, 1397- 1521, was marked by conflict between the central government, represented by the king, on the one hand and the high nobility along with intermittently rebellious burghers and peasants on the other. These conflicts, which became interwoven with efforts to maintain Sweden's national unity and the economic interests it shared with the Hansa, culminated in the so- called bloodbath of Stockholm in 1520, when eighty of the leading men in Sweden were executed at the instigation of the Danish union king, Kristian II. This event provoked a rebellion, which in 1521 led to the deposition of Kristian II and the seizure of power by a Swedish nobleman, Gustav Vasa, who was elected king of Sweden in 1523. 

The Vasa Period 

The foundations of the Swedish national state were laid during the reign of Gustav Vasa (1523- 60). The church was turned into a national institution, its estates were confiscated by the state and the Protestant Reformation was introduced in several stages. At the same time the administration was reorganized along German lines and power was concentrated in the hands of the king. The position of the crown was strengthened further in 1544 when a hereditary monarchy was introduced. Before that time the country had been an elective monarchy, and the aristocracy had been able to assert itself every time the throne fell vacant. The efforts of the higher nobility to re- establish the power of the council during the reigns of Erik XIV (1560- 68),Johan III (1568- 92) and Sigismund (1592- 99) failed in the long run. During the reigns of Karl IX (1599- 1611) and Gustav II Adolf--Gustavus Adolphus--(1611- 32), the crown was able to maintain and strengthen its position. After the death of Gustav II Adolf at the Battle of Lützen in 1632, the higher nobility succeeded in introducing a new constitution, the Form of Government of 1634, which created a number of central administrative bodies and placed effective power in their hands. However, this constitution only applied during periods when the monarch was a minor--first in the case of Queen Kristina and then in that of Karl XI--and lost all actuality in 1680 when Karl XI repossessed crown land which had previously been transferred to the nobility. This move definitively turned the nobility into a bureaucratic class obedient to the king's will in everything. 

From Great Power Policy to Neutrality 

Since the dissolution of the union with Denmark and Norway, Swedish foreign policy had aimed at gaining domination of the Baltic Sea, and this led from the 1560s onwards to repeated wars with Denmark. After Sweden intervened in 1630 with great success in the Thirty Years' War on the side of the German Protestants and Gustav II Adolf had become one of Europe's leading monarchs, Sweden defeated Denmark in the two wars of 1643- 45 and 165758. These victories led to the incorporation into Sweden of the previously Danish provinces of Skåne, Halland, Blekinge and Gotland and of the previously Norwegian provinces of Bohuslän, Jämtland and Härjedalen. Finland, as well as a number of provinces in northern Germany and the present- day Baltic republics, also belonged to Sweden, and after the Peace of Westphalia in 1648 and the Peace of Roskilde with Denmark in 1658 Sweden was a great power in northern Europe. The country even founded a short- lived colony in what is now Delaware in North America. However, Sweden was, except for some small iron works and the copper mine at 

Falun, a purely agrarian country based on a natural economy, and lacked the resources to maintain its position as a great power in the long run. After its defeat in the Great Northern War (1700- 21) against the combined forces of Denmark, Poland and Russia, Sweden lost most of its provinces on the other side of the Baltic Sea and was reduced to largely the same frontiers as present- day Sweden and Finland. During the Napoleonic Wars, Finland was finally surrendered to Russia and Sweden's last possessions in northern Germany were also lost. As compensation for these losses, the French marshal Jean Baptiste Bernadotte, who had been elected heir to the Swedish throne in 1810, succeeded in obtaining Norway, which was forced into a union with Sweden in 1814. This union was peacefully dissolved in 1905 after many internal disputes. Since the short war fought against Norway in 1814 in connection with the creation of the union, Sweden has not been involved in any war and has also since the First World War pursued a foreign policy of nonalignment in peacetime and neutrality in wartime, basing its security on a strong national defence. Nonetheless, Sweden joined the League of Nations in 1920 and the United Nations in 1946, and within the framework of these has taken part in several international peacekeeping missons. 

The end of the Cold War and of the political division of Europe has in the 1990s created new perspectives for Sweden`s foreign and security policy, and new opportunities for Sweden to participate in the process of West European integration. Sweden therefore applied for full membership of the European Community (EC) in 1991, and became a member of the European Union (EU) on 1 January 1995 after a referendum in November 1994 that gave "Yes to the EU" 52.3 % of the votes. As an EU member, Sweden will retain its military nonalignment, and thus does not contemplate joining any future EU defence alliance. 

Constitutional, Economic and Political Development 

After the death of the warrior king Karl XII in 1718 and Sweden's defeat in the Great Northern War, the Swedish Parliament (the Riksdag) and council were strong enough to introduce a new constitution which abolished royal absolutism and placed power in the hands of Pa liament. During the socalled Era of LibertW (171972) Sweden developed a form of parliamentary government which meant that the party dominant in Parliament appointed the government (the council), which in turn was responsible before Parliament. However, Gustav III (1771- 92) reduced the power of Parliament through a bloodless coup in 1772 and later, in 1789, he reintroduced absolutism. 

In other respects, eighteenth- century Sweden was characterized by rapid cultural development, which partly occurred in close contact with France. Overseas trade, which also developed at a rapid pace during the eighteenth century, was hard hit by the Napoleonic Wars, which led to general stagnation and economic crisis in Sweden during the first part of the nineteenth century. Even during the latter part of the century, despite the construction, of railways and the emergence of the sawmill industry, Sweden was still a poor country, in which 90% of the population earned its livelihood within agriculture. One consequence of this situation was emigration, mainly to North America, which in relative terms was very substantial: over one million Swedes out of a population of five million emigrated between 1866 and 1914. Industry did not begin to grow until the 1890s, though it then developed very rapidly between 1900 and 1930 and transformed Sweden into one of Europe's leading industrial nations after the Second World War. 

Domestic politics were marked by calm and peaceful development after Gustav IV Adolf (1792- 1809) was deposed by a coup d'etat in 1809. A new constitution characterized by the separation of powers on Montesquieu's model was introduced. Shortly afterwards the French marshal Jean Baptiste Bernadotte was elected heir to the Swedish throne and he became king in 1818 as Karl XIV Johan (1818- 44) . His conservative policies put their mark on his reign, but nevertheless a liberal opposition began to make its presence felt. In 1842, compulsory education and elementary schools were introduced, and the reigns of his son and grandson, Oskar I (1844- 59) and Karl XV (1859- 72), witnessed a liberal breakthrough which involved the abolition of the guild system in 1846; the adoption of free trade in the 1850s and 1860s; and finally the introduction of local self- government in 1862 and the reform of Parliament in 1866. This last reform involved the abolition of the old Parliament of four estates, which had existed since the fifteenth century, and its replacement by a bicameral Parliament which survived until the introduction of a unicameral system in 1971. 

Nineteenth- century Sweden was also marked by the emergence of strong popular movements like the free churches, the temperance and women's movements and above all the labour movement. The latter, which grew in pace with industrialization in the latter part of the nineteenth century, was reformist in outlook after the turn of the century and the first representatives of social democracy entered the government as early as 1917. Universal suffrage was introduced for men in 1909 and for women in 1921, and this latter date also marked the breakthrough for the principle of parliamentary government. Plans for a welfare society were laid during the 1930s after the Social Democrats had become the governing party, and it proved possible to put these plans into effect in all essentials after the Second World War, During the Second World War, a coalition government of the four democratic parties was formed. After the war ended, a purely Social Democratic government resumed office under Per Albin Hansson. On Hansson's death in 1946, Tage Erlander became prime minister and held this post without interruption until 1969, when Olof Palme succeeded him as PM until 1976. Under Social Democratic leadership but in close co- operation with the other democratic parties, a number of reforms were carried out in the 1940s and '50s that together laid the foundations of the Swedish welfare state. 

Simultaneously, demands for a modernization of the 1809 constitution were also made. After lengthy discussions and investigations, a new form of government was adopted in 1974. This enshrines the principle that all public power is derived from the people, who are to appoint the members of Parliament in free elections. Parliament alone is to pass laws and is entitled to levy taxes. The government is appointed by and responsible to Parliament. The king is still the head of state, but his functions are reduced to purely ceremonial ones. Gustaf VI Adolf, who came to the throne in 1950, was succeeded on his death in 1973 by Carl XVI Gustaf, who was the first Swedish king to "reign" in accordance with the new constitution. In 1980, an amendment in the order of succession introduced an equal right of inheritance to the crown for men and women, which meant that Princess Victoria became the heir apparent instead of her younger brother Carl Philip. 

The international economic crisis precipitated by the dramatic hikes in oil prices in 1973 boosted unemployment in Sweden, as elsewhere. The expansion of industry that had taken place at a very rapid rate during the 1950s and '60s and also the swift growth in production had, by the beginning of the 1970s, brought about a steady and steep rise in living standards in Sweden. From the mid- 1970s this improvement in standards took place at a slower rate, and towards the end of the 1980s it ceased entirely. 

The economic crisis resulted in the departure of the Social Democratic government after the 1976 parliamentary elections and the formation of a non- socialist coalition government under the leadership of Centre Party chairman Thorbjörn Fälldin. However, conflicts concerning the continued expansion of nuclear power prompted several government reshuffles. In the 1982 parliamentary elections, employment and the budget deficit were among the focal issues of debate. The elections resulted in a victory for the Social Democratic Party, which thereafter formed a government with Olof Palme as prime minister. By a devaluation and various other vigorous measures, the new government succeeded in improving Sweden's economic situation. The sharp upturns in the international trade cycle in 1983 and subsequent years enabled Sweden to balance the national budget once more, and the government utilized this for a massive expansion of the public sector. 

The murder of Olof Palme, the prime minister, on 28 February 1986 came as a shock to the Swedish people, who had been spared this kind of political violence for nearly 200 years. Palme's successor as prime minister was Ingvar Carlsson, who in all essentials retained Palme's policy. 

The accelerated growth in production that had formerly characterized economic development in Sweden ended in the 1980s. At the end of the decade and in the early 1990s, it gave way to a fall in industrial production and a negative balance of payments vis- a- vis the rest of the world. At the same time, the big expansion of the public sector imposed heavlm demands on the economy. A swift rise in unemployment contributed further to heavy deficits in the budget and a rapidly swelling national debt. Discontent with the Social Democratic government grew ever stronger, and the 1991 parliamentary elections resulted in its resignation and replacement by a nonsocialist coalition government with Moderate Party leader Carl Bildt as prime minister. Despite all its efforts to encourage enterprise and also major savings in the public cector. this new zovernment did not succeed in getting to grips with unemployment, nor with the rapidly growing budget deficit and consequently increasing national debt. 

The parliamentary elections of 1994 meant that the Social Democrats took the lead once more, forming a Social Democratic minority government with Ingvar Carlsson as prime minister. 

With a persistently high unemployment rate as well as a substantial deficit in the national budget and a growing national debt, Sweden in the mid- 199Os is facing major problems. Raised taxes and savings characterize the policy that the Social Democratic government is obliged to pursue. However, signs of improved international economic trends, rising exports and a strengthened balance of payments afford hopes of brighter future prospects. Despite the economic crisis that affected Sweden in the first half of the 1990s, the country still features a high average standard of living and considerable social security.

Swedish Royalties from Year 995 a.d.
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The Erik Segersäll dynasty: 



995-1022 
Olof Skötkonung 
Gave out the first Swedish coins. 

1022-1050 
Anund Jakob 
Fought with 420 battleships the battle in Helge River, 1027 against Knut the Great of Denmark and won. 

1050-1061 
Emund Gamle (Edmund Old) 
The last king of Erik Segersälls dynasty. 

The Westgotic Stenkil dynasty: 



1061-1066 
Stenkil 
"A good archer and fellow toper". 

1066-1067 
"Two kings Erik" 
Erik, a heathen with the trust in Odin, from Erik Segersälls dynasty and the other Erik, son of Stenkil and a good christen, fought this year for the power. Both were killed in the final battle. 

1067-1070 
Hallsten 
Son of Stenkil. 

1070-1075 
Anund Gårdske 
A christen from Russia. 

1075-1079 
Håkan Röde 
Were made to king on condition that he married Erik the heathens widow (Segersälls blood). 

1079-1084
(1087-1110) 
Inge den äldre (Inge the elder) 
Son of Stenkil and Edmund Old's daughter. Destroyed the heathen temple in Uppsala and were by the pope Gregorius VII called: "Ingo gloriosus Suetonum Rex": Inge, the Swedes glorious king. 

1084-1087 
Blot-Sven (Blot = sacrificial feast) 
The last heathen king. 

1087-1110 
Inge den äldre (Inge the elder) 


1110-1118 
Filipius 
Son of Hallsten 

1110-1125 
Inge (II) den yngre (Inge the younger) 
Son of Hallsten, ruled together with his brother -1118. It's possible that he killed Filipius. 

1125-1126 
Ragnvald Knapphövde 
King over a part of Sweden. Killed by furious farmers in the "wrong" part. 

1125-1130 
Magnus "den starke"(the strong) Nilsson 
The "other" king. "His strength and bravery were well known". 

The Sverkian and Erikian dynasties: 



1130-1150 
Sverker den gamle (the old) 
Founded the two first monasteries in Sweden. Married to Inge d.y.'s widow, Ulfhild. 

1150-1160 
Erik (IX) den helige (the holy) 
Attacked and killed by the Danish claimant to the throne, Magnus Henriksson. In 1170 he was adopted by his son as Sweden's national saint: Saint Erik. 

1160-1161 
Magnus (II) Henriksson 
Attacked and killed by Karl Sverkersson's (son of Sverker the old) army at Örebro. 

1161-1167 
Karl (VII) Sverkersson 
Son of Sverker the old. Killed 1167 in Näs Castle where he were attacked by Knut, son of Erik the holy. 

1167-1169 
Kol and Burislev 
Sons of Sverker. Ruled different parts of Sweden. Defeated by Knut Eriksson. 

1169-1195 
Knut Eriksson 
Son of Erik the holy. Founder of Stockholm and one of the most capable kings in Sweden's medieval period. 

1195-1208 
Sverker (II) Karlsson, den yngre (the younger) 
Son of Karl Sverkersson. Lost the crown to Erik Knutsson at the battle by Lena Kungsgård. Erik was the only son of Knut Eriksson that Sverker hadn't killed. 

1208-1216 
Erik (X) Knutsson 
Son of Knut Eriksson. "A skillful diplomat" 

1216-1222 
Jon Sverkersson Unge (Johan I) 
Son of Sverker Karlsson. King at the age of 15. Dead in disease by 21. 

1222-1229
(1234-1250) 
Erik (XI) Eriksson läspe och halte (lisp and limp) 
Son of Erik Knutsson. King at the age of 6. Lost the throne to Knut Långe but retook it in 1234. 

1229-1234 
Knut (II) Långe 
Grandson to Erik the holy. Took the crown from Erik. Died in 1234. 

1234 
Holmger 
Son of Knut Långe, took a kings name when his father died but lost the throne immediately to Erik Eriksson. 

1234-1250 
Erik (XI) Eriksson läspe och halte 


The Folkunge dynasty: 



1250-1275 
Valdemar 
Son of Birger Jarl, ruling Swedish national Jarl 1248-1266. King at the age of 12 with his father as chief guardian. Ruling King in 1266 after his fathers death. 

1275-1290 
Magnus Ladulås 
Second son of Birger Jarl. Defeated his brother at Hova in 1275 and became king. Prisoned his brother Valdemar in 1288. 

1290-1318 
Birger Magnusson 
Son of Magnus Ladulås. His brothers claimed half the nation in 1308 and got it. Birger had them prisoned in 1317 in "Nyköpings Gästabud". He threw the keys in the river and his brothers starved to death. 

1319-1356
(1359-1364) 
Magnus (III) Eriksson 
Son of duke Erik Magnusson, one of the brothers to Birger Magnusson. King at the age of 3 with his mother as chief guardian. Crowned 1332. Lost the throne to his son Erik Magnusson but retook it. 

1356-1359 
Erik (XII) Magnusson 
Son of Magnus Eriksson. Maybe killed in the child's-plague or poisoned by his mother, Queen Blanche in 1359. 

1362-1365 
Håkan Magnusson 
Second son of Magnus Eriksson. King of Norway 1343-1380. Prisoned his father and took the crown 1361. Later he released his father and made up with him. Both were banished by Albrekt 1364, but Håkan made peace with him and kept the western part of Sweden (Norway). 

1365-1389 
Albrekt of Mecklenburg 
Son of Duke Albrecht II of Mecklenburg. 

The Union time: 



1389-1412 
Margareta 
Wife to Håkan Magnusson. Defeated and prisoned Albrekt in "The battle at Falköping". Died of plague in 1412. 

1385-1387 
Olof Håkansson 
Son of Margareta and Håkan Magnusson. King of Denmark and Norway. 

1396-1434, 1435-1439 
Erik (XIII) of Pommern 
Adopted by Margareta and became king after her death. At war with Hansan 1426. Dethroned by Engelbrekt 1434 but later reinstalled. Dethrone for good 1439. 

1440-1448 
Kristofer of Bayern 
Planned to destroy Hansan and go to war against Russia in 1447, but died before he started anything in 1448 at Helsingborg Castle. 

1448-1457
(1464-1465)
(1467-1470) 
Karl (VIII) Knutsson 
1451 At war with his opponent Kristian I in Balticum. Dethroned in 1457, reinstalled 1464, dethroned again 1465 and reinstalled again 1467. Died 1470 at Stockholm Castle. 

1457-1464 
Kristian I 
King of Denmark 1448. Dethroned in Sweden 1464. 

1464-1465 
Karl (VIII) Knutsson 


1465-1467 
Kettil Karlsson, Jöns Bengtsson-Oxenstierna and Erik Axelsson-Tott 
Three national Jarls who ruled in different periods in almost three years of internal national chaos. 

1467-1470 
Karl (VIII) Knutsson 


1470-1497 
Sten Sture d.ä. (the elder) 
Left the power to Hans Johan II in 1497. 

1497-1501 
Hans Johan II 
Dethroned 1501, maybe suffocated by his son Kristian in 1513. 

1501-1503 
Sten Sture d.ä. (the elder) 
Died in 1503. 

1504-1512 
Svante Nilsson Sture 
Made an alliance with Lübeck in 1509 and threw the Danish out of Sweden 1510. 

1512-1520 
Sten Sture d.y. (the younger) 
Defeated the Danish army at Stockholm in 1517. Wounded and killed in battle with a Danish army 1520. His widow defended later the same year Stockholm Castle against Kristian II of Denmark but capitulated on false terms which led to "Stockholm's Blood Bath". 

1520-1521 
Kristian II (Kristian tyrant) 
King of Denmark. Won the war against Sweden and promised not to harm anyone if the Swedes surrendered Stockholm Castle without fight. The Swedes agreed but Kristian had 600 people executed anyway in "Stockholm's Blood Bath". Dethroned 1521 by Gustav Vasa. 

The Vasa dynasty: 



1521-1560 
Gustav I Vasa 
Threw the Danish out of the country in 1521. Forced through the reformation 1527 and Swedes became Protestants. Successfully at war against Russia 1554-1557. Died in 1560. Founded the present Sweden. 

1560-1569 
Erik XIV 
Son of Gustav Vasa. Judged his brother Johan to death for treachery in 1563, reprieved him and had him prisoned. At war with Denmark 1563-1570. While of unsound mind May 24 1567, he had several of the higher nobility executed, the Sture-killings. Dethroned 1569, death sentenced in 1575 and murdered 1577 with poison in his pea soup. 

1569-1592 
Johan III 
Second son of Gustav Vasa. Had Erik dethroned and prisoned. Died at Stockholm Castle in 1592. 

1592-1599 
Sigismund 
Son of Johan III. Fought several battles against his uncle, duke Karl, but lost them all. Dethroned in 1599. 

1599-1611 
Karl IX 
Youngest son of Gustav Vasa. In Union with the Russian tsar Vassilj in 1609. Attacked by Denmark in 1611 in the Kalmar-war. A war that started out very unfortunate for Sweden. Karl died of stroke October 30. 

1611-1632 
Gustav II Adolf 
Son of Karl IX. Made his own campaigns in the inherited Russian war and established Swedish court of appeal 1614-1615. In 1617 he made peace with Russia and received some land areas, he also occupied Pernau in the inherited war in Poland. He conquered Riga in 1621. In 1623 he established Åbo court of appeal. In 1625 he conquered, among others, Dorpat. In 1626 he won the battle at Walldorf and conquered, among others Pillau, Elbing and Marienburg. He made peace with Poland in 1629 and a year later, 1630, he entered the 30-year war and conquered, among others, Stettin. In 1631 he made a treaty with France and lost Magdeburg, but won the battle at Breitenfeld and forced his way to Maintz. In 1632 he crushed Tilly at Lech and were killed November 6, at Lützen, where the Swedish army won. He made Sweden into a great power nation. 

1632-1654 
Kristina 
Only child of Gustav II Adolf. Queen at the age of 6. Came of age in 1644. Completed the Peace at Brömsebro and received some land areas in 1645. Completed the Westfalian peace in 1648 and received huge German land areas. She abdicated in 1654 and moved abroad. Set down in Rome for good in 1668 and founded the famous Accademia Reale. Died in 1689. 

The Pfalzian dynasty: 



1654-1660 
Karl X Gustav 
Son of count Johan Casimir of Zweibrücken-Kleeburg. In 1642 he distinguished himself at the battle at Breitenfeld. He proposed to Kristina, in vain, in 1645. Started a war against Poland in 1655 and won the war a year later at Sandomierz and Warsaw. Denmark declared war against Sweden in 1657. He lost the southern part of Sweden to Denmark. He tried to assault Copenhagen in 1659 but failed. Died in 1660. 

1660-1697 
Karl XI 
Son of Karl X. King at the age of 4 with Magnus Gabriel De la Gardie, owner of Karlberg Castle and Karl X's brother-in-law, as chief guardian. Came of age in 1672. Were forced to go into war at Brandenburg according to a French treaty agreement. A year later the Swedish army were defeated at Fehrbellin, the same year Denmark attacked the south of Sweden. In 1676 he won back parts of southern Sweden at the battle at Lund and Halmstad. A year later won he the battle at Landskrona. Peace were made with Denmark and Preussen in 1679 without land reduction. He started the reduction of nobles ownings, made a new catechism and hymn book. Died in 1697 from cancer. 

1697-1718 
Karl XII 
Son of Karl XI. Raised and trained in the art of warfare at Karlberg Castle. King at the age of 14 under chief guardian but depending on circumstances he was declared of age the same year. Russia, Denmark and Poland made an alliance against Sweden in 1699, now they saw their chance. In 1700, at the age of 18 he left Stockholm forever. He attacked surprisingly the Danish army at Humlebæk and forced them into the peace agreement at Travental. The same year he attacked and defeated tsar Peter of Russia in the brilliant victory at Narva. In 1701 he crossed the Düna and occupied Kurland. In 1702 he went into Poland and defeated August II of Poland at Kliszow. In 1703 he defeated the Sach's at Pultusk and occupied Torn. In 1704 he managed to get August dethroned in Poland and Stanislaus Leszczynski were elected as new king. A year later he won the battle at Fraustadt; Stanislaus were crowned and peace was made with Poland. In 1706 won Rehnsköld the battle at Fraustadt; the same autumn there were peace made with Sachen in Altrannstädt. A year later he went into alliance with Preussen and treaty with the emperor. In 1708 he defeated the Russians at Holowczin and went into treaty with the Cossack leader Mazepa of Ukraine. In 1709 he were defeated at Poltava, where the army, led by Lewenhaupt, capitulated against Karl XII:s orders, at Perevolotjna. In 1710 Magnus Stenbock defeated Denmark at Helsingborg. In 1713 starts the uproar in Bender, where Karl has been as the sultans guest since 1709. He came back to Sweden and set up headquarters in Lund in 1715. Three years later, in 1718, he went to war against Norway and were shot to death November 30 at Fredrikshall, the night before the fortress were conquered. He was taken to Karlberg Castle in Stockholm and was later on buried at Riddarholmen, February 26, 1719. 

1718-1720 
Ulrika Elenora 
Sister to Karl XII. Married to Fredrik of Hessen in 1715. Prisoned and executed Karl XII:s minister of finance, baron G.H.v. Goertz in 1718 (that's the way to deal with them!). Renounced the throne in 1720 in favor of her husband. She died in 1724 without having any children. 

1720-1751 
Fredrik I 
Son of count Karl of Hessen-Kassel. General in Karl XII:s Karoliner army. Followed the king to the battle at Frederikshald, and were probably the soul behind the plots that led to Karl XII:s death. After the king were fallen he broke up the siege, threw the guns in the ocean and started to split up the war cash amongst the generals so that they would vote Ulrika for Queen. He succeeded and were made king in 1720. At the tough peace at Nystad the same year he sold out Swedish interests and took care of his personal. In 1741 he voted in favor of war against Russia; the peace costed a part of Finland. Died in 1751 without being missed by anyone. 

The Holstein-Gottorp dynasty: 



1751-1771 
Adolf Fredrik 
Son of Kristian August of Holstein Gottorp. Elected king in1751. In open fight with the Nation Council in 1755, they wanted to sign documents with the kings name and stamp. In 1756 his wife, Lovisa Ulrika, made an unsuccessful attempt to a revolution in order to increase the kings power.He died in 1771 from stroke. Remembered as a weak regent. 

1771-1792 
Gustav III 
Son of Adolf Fredrik. Made an un-bloody coup d'état in 1772 and forced through a new form of government which concentrated the power to the king. Abolished the same year torture. Established an official discount bank a year later. Made a successful monetary conversion in 1777. Rearranged the Navy in 1780. Attacked Russia in 1788 but didn't manage to crush the Russian navy at Hogland. The Viborgska gauntlet and the brilliant naval victory at Svensksund ended all Russian plots. In 1791 General Pechlin formed a conspiration among nobles against the king. March 16, 1792, the king were shot at an opera masquerade by captain J.J. Anckarström. The king died March 29. Gustav III had French education and wide culture interests. He came to be known as "the theater king". 

1792-1809 
Gustav IV Adolf 
Son of Gustav III. Made monetary conversion in 1803, 1804 and 1807 after a rough period for the nation. New school order in 1807. Union with England and Russia in 1805 followed by the Pomeranian war, 1805-1807, which ended in French victory. Assaulted a Russian army in Finland. Lost Sveaborg by treachery. Captured and dethroned by Adlercreutz in 1809. Lived a roving life in Europe and died as colonel Gustafsson at White Horse Inn at S:t Gallen, Switzerland. 

1809-1818 
Karl XIII 
Second son of Adolf Fredrik. Adopted marshal Bernadotte in 1810 after his successor to the throne's sudden death from stroke.Bernadotte defeated the coalition forces supreme commander, Napoleon, at Leipzig, which made Karl XIII king of Norway. Karl XIII died in 1818 from a longer period of illness. 

The Bernadotte dynasty: 



1818-1844 
Karl XIV Johan 
Earlier marshal of France in Napoleons army. Made to Swedish crown prince in 1810. Made peace with England and treaty with Russia in 1812. In 1813 he formed an alliance with England and Preussen and were made to supreme commander over the northern army. Crushed Napoleon at Leipzig and defeated Denmark at Bornhöved. In 1814 Peace at Kiel, where Denmark gave Norway to Sweden. Made to king in 1818. Treaty with Denmark in 1819. In 1838 there were disturbances in Stockholm and departments were set up. Died March 8, 1844 

1844-1859 
Oskar I 
Son of Karl XIV Johan. Stopped a planned war against France in 1840. Declared Sweden as neutral in the Krim wars in 1853. New liquor and railway policy in 1854. In 1855 he stated the November treaties with high demands for going into war with the western nations side. Died in 1859. 

1859-1872 
Karl XV 
Son of Oskar I. In 1865 he agreed on introduction of bicameral system. 

1872-1907 
Oskar II 
Second son of Oskar I. In 1895 he resolved a difficult Union crisis. Introduced a new defense force organization in 1901, based on conscripts. Acknowledged Norway as a sovereign state in 1905. Died in 1907. 

1907-1950 
Gustav V 
Son of Oskar II. Elected king in 1907. Refrained from crowning. The last king to have influence on politics. Accepted parliamentarism in 1917. Worked hard for Sweden's neutrality during both WW. Died October 29, 1950. 

1950-1973 
Gustav VI 
Son of Gustav V. Refrained from crowning. Received a new form of government to be set in 1975 or at his death, a totally republican constitution. 

1973- 
Karl XVI Gustav 
Grandson of Gustav VI. Both parents (crown prince Gustav Adolf and princess Sibylla) were killed in a plane crash in 1947. Education within the army and the navy. Married since 1976 with Queen Silvia. Lives with the royal family at Drottningholm Castle but still uses Stockholm Castle as official residents. 

? 
Victoria Ingrid Alice Désirée 
Daughter of Karl XVI. Born July 14, 1977. Crown Princess of Sweden and duchess of Västergötland. 
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This site is about historical and perhaps forgotten Norwegian measurements and minting.
Our main purpose with the site is to provide historical information to those seeking understanding of old sources in the Norwegian history, like censuses, property lists and others. Do not concider these measurements as equal to the other Scandinavian countries, because they rarely were.
As an example we may use the differences in a Scandinavian mile, which for Sweden and Norway is 10,000 meters but just 7,532 meters in Denmark. In historical times differences were even greater.
We managed to make a comprehensive site but would still like to receive new suggestions from the public. Feel free to contact us!
It is almost impossible for us to be absolutely accurate about modern equivalents, because most of these measurements varied throughout the history. The modern equivalents should therefore be seen as the best possible average of a measurement which varied in both time and place.
You may not know this, but some of the measurements are very old and still in use, perhaps by origin from the Viking Age or even before this. The male individual or a part of the male body was often the origin to a measurement. We made a site about the origin of some ancient measurements, which we recommend you to read before continuing to the regular tables.
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The origin of six Historical measurements
To fully understand some of the measurements here we thought better off explaining the origin for a few of them. Very often the origin has something to do with the body of a grown man or something he could accomplish with the different parts of it. However, the size of a man varied, so didn't take them long to standardize measurements to be of a more firm size. Here are a few examples:
Alen (a.k.a. 'aln' and 'alni')
Originally this was the distance measured from the elbow to the tip of the fingers of a grown man. As it looks, the measure seems to have varied much throughout the history and there has even been a second and shorter 'aln', called 'tumalaln' or 'tumalalni' as well. This measurement is rarely used now-a-days.
Famn
Originally this measurement was all of what a grown man could gather between his arms, measured from the tip of his fingers when the arms were widely spread out to gather as much as possible. The fingertips had to meet. For a period of time though, a favn was also seen as the height of a grown man. This measurement is still in use, basically to measure amount of lumber and firewood.
Fot
Originally this measurement was the length of a foot of a grown man, measured from the back of the heel to the tip of the toe. This measurement is still in use, basically to measure boats but also some other things.
Linje
Originally this measurement was the width of a line drawn by a certain tool or a weapon, like a sword (not known for sure). This measurement is not in use anymore, others than historically.
Spann
Originally this measurement was the width between the outer fingers, while spreading the hand as much as possible, of a grown man. This measurement later became a volume measure of a bucket. This measurement is often used, especially when picking wild berries, but just a very few seems to know what it really means.
Tomme
Originally this measurement was the width of a thumb, measured across the root of the nail of a grown man. This measurement is still in use, particularly by carpenters and the building industry.
Recent discoveries included
Some time ago Mr. Andersen discovered a couple of very old measurements which he notified us about. We are still in a stage of evaluating these very uncertain measurements, but will include what we know so far. Mr. Andersen is doing extensive research to verify as much as possibly before we fully include these ancient news in the tables.
To understand these strange measurements, it's important to know the historical origin. They are probably very old, perhaps by origin from the Bronze Ages or even further back in time. The discovery made by Mr. Andersen though, is of the Viking Ages. The measurements surely also must have varied throughout history and often appears in several places within a period, however usually by big differences in the exact measure.
The stone hurl (steinkast)
Originally this was seen as the distance a grown man could hurl a stone of a certain size. The size remain unknown though. Based upon the existing facts we believe that the actual stone must have been in the size of a fist, but this is uncertain.
The distance of a stone hurl was important to determine safe areas, but also as a distance to determine a witness degree of importance in a trail case.
As a safe area, the distance of a stone hurl was also seen as secure in matter of fire. It was expected that a fire would not spread to other buildings and such, if this distance was maintained.
As a distance in a trial case, the distance of a stone hurl was seen uncertain. Hearing and seeing could have been misunderstood by the witness, who also had to have been closer to the actual happening to be reliable in a trial case.
Old Swedish texts supports this theory. Another source is the description made by Bishop Jens Nilssøn of Oslo in 1594, from his journey to Ringerike, which describes the steinkast and the pilskudd (below) in a way which makes it possible for us to make approximate measures of the distances.
According to Nordisk Kultur - Mål og Vekt, Aschehoug, 1936 page 42, this measure is about 30-75 meters and by origin of the Viking Ages (perhaps even Bronze Ages). Mr. Andersen has been in contact with both Prof. Ronald Grambo and Prof. Olaf Bøe, who like us find this measurement pretty uncertain. Grambo believes 50 meters is a more appropriate distance. Based upon the available sources, both Mr. Andersen, Prof. Bøe and my wife and I agrees in this theory, but we all lack further evidence to support it.
The bowshot (pilskudd)
Originally this was the distance a grown man could make a shot with a longbow. This measurement probably origins in the beginning of the Viking Age or probably even before. Nobody knows for sure, but the ancient Norwegians were probably extremely skilled with the longbow!
According to the sources we have the pilskudd also had a juridical meaning, as a distance in a free area. This was most likely to be a distance of/in a private area, an area were the owner had all rights according to the law.
According to Kulturhistorisk Lexicon för Nordisk Medeltid, Allhems Forlag 1968, Sweden, book 13, page 313-314, this measures 240 Favner (Icelandic). A Icelandic Favn equals 3½ Norwegian Alen, which accounts for a distance of approximately 387 meters (1,267 feet). We believe this must be either wrong or accomplished by a crossbow. The Norse sagas may in fact support this theory though, but we think this must be wrong as well. Here's something from the saga of Olaf Tryggvasson.
Once the famous Olaf Tryggvasson, king of Norway 995-1000 AD, and Einar Tamberskjelve competed who was the better bowshot of them. Einar won by margin of about 250 meters (243.4 yards), his shot measured an almost 1,200 meters (1,312,3 yards) while Olaf's was about 950 meters (1,039 yards).
This shootout supposedly happened at Klovnehaugen, east of Spangereid and near Lindesnes, at the most southern tip of Norway. The competitors stood on the small mound/hill (Klovnehaugen) when shooting.
The sagas says two large stones were raised at the very spot where the arrows had landed, one stone marks each landing. These stones are mentioned by the the priest Peder Claussøn Friis (1545-1614) in his work Norriges oc Omliggende Øers sandfærdige Bescriffuelse, so must be very old. In the 19th century though, someone took one of the stones and used it when he built a house, but people in area became very angry so he had to put up a replacement stone at the exact place of the one he took. This stone is not as fine as the original though, and it's impossible to determine if the placement is correct according to the other.
(Sources: Bjørn Gabrielsen of Spangereid and Thor Andersen of Hosle, Oslo).
To our point of view there is absolutely no way anyone could have achieved such a distance in a single shot when using a ordinary longbow, which is reasonable to believe they did. Nonetheless, a little evidences is present, the two stones and the small mound where this supposedly took place. We think the distance described must be either wrong or accomplished by a series of shots, perhaps three shots each would be a fairly good educated guessing. This would accomplish the average bowshot to have been just short of 320 meters for Olaf and an even 400 meters for Einar.
The distance of a pilskudd surely must have varied, because when Bishop Jens Nilssøn wrote from his journey to Ringerike in 1594, he gave several descriptions of the it. But, since we know the actual distance he described, we are able to make a more or less exact measure to determine this more exactly.
Mr. Andersen and Prof. Bøe lives near to the areas described by the bishop and Mr. Andersen did some extensive calculations to determine the distance. He concludes that a pilskudd must have been shorter than 387 meters, probably about 250 meters to be more specific. Conservator Bjørn Bekkelund at the Norwegian Forest Museum, Elverum in Hedmark County, confirms this theory in a way, stating a pilskudd to have been approximately 250 meters by a ordinary longbow. Mr. Bekkelund also states that the longbow was probably not effective as a weapon for lengths beyond 125 meters (410 feet). Prof. Bøe supports Mr. Andersen's conclusions. After studying the various sources all therefore agrees in the length of a average pilskudd being approximately 250 meters (815-820 feet).
No one knows why Olav Tryggvasson was present at Spangereid at that time, but the Vikings used to drag boats and ships across land there (to Lehnefjorden), to avoid the danger of sailing around the most southern tip of Norway, where weather could be extremely rough. The distance over land was no more than about 500 meters (547 yards), and when first over this made it possible to sail in shelter. A good enough reason for us, if you ask!
Further evidences and conclusions
Nonetheless, we have to remind you that both the stone hurl and the bowshot are very uncertain measurements which can't be considered as anything but approximate measures made by us. They are likely to change! Here is a little more from the sagas and stories that exists which also determines the importance of the Viking longbow.
The authors of the sagas obviously expect their readers to be familiar with bows and archery terms, so bows must have been well known, even if used primarily for hunting, and there can be no doubt that they were used in battle as well. Who used them in battle is another matter. We know that the Vikings made use of the bow quite extensively both on land and at sea, especially the Norwegians (recorded as Famous bowmen) and the Swedes (the word bow sometimes being used to denote a warrior in Sweden). Even kings were known to wield bows in battle, taking great pride in their skill, and this is shown well in the telling of the Battle of Svoldr in King Olaf Tryggvasson’s Saga. It seems reasonable to expect that when the Vikings settled in Britain they would have brought their bows with them and that skill in archery would still be prized amongst them. 
The first two extracts from The Battle of Maldon tell us that bows were being used, but not who was using them (Saxon or Viking, Highborn or low). Still, I feel confident Vikings did at least. The third extract tells us that Ecglaf was a hostage and that he came of a brave family in Northumbria. To be of any use as a hostage he would have to have been fairly high born so we could argue that the upper ranks of the Saxons did use the bow in war too, however we also know he came from Northumbria, an area heavily influenced by the Vikings so he could have just been carrying on the Viking tradition for archery. It seems most likely that amongst the Vikings archery was quite widely used by both high and low, so skills must have been good.
To further extend the length of a bowshot we clipped this from The Battle of Agincourt, which took place October 25th 1415 A.D.
The armies took up their battle formations. The French, whose 25,000 included 15,000 mounted knigths, drew their riders up in five ranks, the first two ranks dismounted, with a few crossbowmen in among them. The English formed three groups, four ranks deep, of dismounted men-at-arms, with wedges of archers between them. On the wings, facing inward, were two more groups of archers. For four hours nobody moved. The French knights were arguing about whether or not to charge, and by 11 A.M. there was a lot of jostling and pushing as the differences in rank and region began to show. No knight wanted to be in the second rank at the charge. Insults were exchanged and arguments flared as the motley nature of the army, drawn from all over France, became clear. Meanwhile Henry had moved his men forward to within bowshot of the French, about 300 yards away. The stakes the English had carried for eight days were stuck in the mud, angled towards the French, points up.
One yard equals 0.836 meters so 300 yards accounts for a distance of approximately 250 meters. We presume that the range mentioned above must have been within the limit of being killed, because the story continues as this:
The weapon that has so suddenly turned the medieval social order upside down was the Welsh longbow. It had been introduced by Edward I, and was a formidable weapon that could shoot a rider at 400 yards, and with special steeled points would even penetrate armour at close range. An experienced archer could loose nine arrows a minute, and, as the grim jest of an English writere put it, when the French would turn to show their backsides to the English in disdain at the bow, "the breech of such a varlet has been nailed to his back with an arrow, and another feathered in his bowels before he should have turned to see who shot the first". Fully three hundered years after Agincourt the longbow was still considered by many military experts to be the finest weapon any army could wish for.
Edward I Longhanks did probably introduce a weapon whose origin was the Viking longbow. However, 400 yards is just short of 335 meters which seems to be much to long of a distance to kill someone riding a horse, in fact killing someone at all. This is also supported by the statement of Conservator Bjørn Bekkelund at the Norwegian Forest Museum. Anyway, this evidence still supports our theory about a average bowshot being much closer to 250 meters (300 yards) in the Viking Age.
Supposedly there is also a story telling about a tremendous bowshot once made by a Viking in Constantinople (Istanbul), perhaps he was a soldier of the Byzantine army. We have not yet managed to verify this happening, but will try to in the near future.
The origin of the Norse mint
Copyright by Garfield S. Matson
Revised 02/20/98
Original title: From cows to coins - the changing face of Scandinavian currency.
In the beginning ... I always thought that was a nifty way to start a story, but in this case it fits well enough. When mankind gained a more materialistic character he found that occasionally someone else had something that he wanted. Assuming a culture was lived in that had laws, some way was needed to obtain the desired object without stealing it or killing it's owner. Thus was born the art of bartering . "I'll give you this war club for that pin", or something on that level. This was the process for early trade throughout the world as well as Scandinavia.
As the Norse culture grew it came into contact with cultures outside the Scandinavian religion. Both the Norse and the new cultures discovered that the others had items that were desirable. (I hope that's not too confusing.) This, then, brought about the need for market places, or fairs. As stated, in the beginning this was simply done on a barter basis, goods for goods. However, something in the fifth or sixth century C.E., a standardization of value began to emerge. This standard was most likely based on cattle as can be seen from the modern word fee, which is derived from the Old Norse word fe, or feoh, meaning cattle. At this point, all items of value, including people, had their equivalent in a specific number, or fraction, of cattle.
This system, however, began to become unwieldy, especially in the cases where a person, such as a jarl, wishes to purchase a number of swords. Soon the market fairs would be overcrowded with the cattle needed to pay for something if the merchants did not wish to take something else in trade. A better system was needed and so silver was bought in a proxy for the cattle.
Silver was the perfect medium to be used in place of cattle. To start, a certain amount of silver was decided to equal a single cow. For the sake of convenience, let us say that one cow was worth one ounce of silver. This standard would have been worked out over a period of time, facilitated by the re-acquaintance of Scandinavia with the Mediterranean world in the late seventh century C.E., where silver coins had been in use for some time. In Scandinavia, the first "money" was the baug (ring). These rings were simple spirals of unadorned silver rod. These rings could be cut, or broken (sound familiar from anywhere?), to the proper weight. Not only was silver ideal because of it's weight, but it was easy to mold into attractive forms or to cover items with, adding value to those items. Thus, if a customer ran out of ring-money, he or she could simply break off a piece of an earring or some other piece of jewelry to make up the difference.
Now the Norse had something more convenient to use then carrying around a herd of cattle, but some sort of standards were needed to use the silver in a uniform manner. Therefore a system of weights and measures was developed. The oldest weight measurement was the eyrir (plural aurar). This was a weight based on gold and the word most likely derived from the Latin word aurus, which means gold. The eyrir originally weighed approximately 26.4 grams. As the Viking Age progressed this weight was reduced to about 24.5 grams.
There were eight (8) aurar to the largest single weight, the mark. this means that one mark was about 196 grams. the next weight down from the eyrir was the ertog (plural ertogar). There were twenty-four to the mark and a single ertog was about 8 grams.
My sources are a bit confused on the last weight. the measurement was the penningar and various sources say the the number of penningar to the mark varied between 10 and 240. However, all my sources say that the penningar weighed about 4 grams. After doing some quick math (all right , so I had to use a calculator and it still took me five minutes), if the 4 gram weight is correct then the number of penningar to the mark should be 49.
There is an interesting little note about the penningar that must be given out of turn. Later in the Viking period, after the introduction of Norse struck coins, the penningar was also the name given to a coin that was to be equal to the weight of the same name. Towards the end of the period, the penningar coin sometimes varied in its weight. This led to people referring to penningar being either a counted penningar or a weighted penningar. This, then , leads to another note which is more in turn. Earlier I mentioned that jewelry could be, and often was cut up to make up the difference if one came up short in the amount of "ring-money" one had on hand. Of all the hoards found throughout the Viking world, none of the hoards that have been found in Norway obtain "hack" silver. These hoards contain whole pieces of jewelry, ingots, and coins, but nothing that looks to have been deliberately cut up. The first mint in Norway was made during the reign of Olaf Tryggvasson in A.D. 995-1000.
To weigh out the silver to insure proper payment, merchants carried with them a unique invention called the folding., collapsing, or nesting scales. They received these names for the reason that they were able to do just that. The arms of the scales were hinged and could fold up to be in line with the hanger bar and pointer. These, then, could be laid into one of the cups which in turn would be nested into the other cup. The whole would then be placed into a leather bag or wooden box. Also found with a number of sets of the scales were sets of weights. these were made from lead, bronze, clay, glass, or combinations of any of these. Most were spherical with a flattened spot, although disks and cones have also been found. On the flattened spot would be a symbol to tell the weight of the weight.
This brings me to the third stage in the development of Scandinavian currency, the introduction of coins. Coins were developed in Asia Minor in about the sixth century B.C.E. These then slowly worked their way north. Scandinavia became aware of coins in about the second century C.E. However, they were not used for money except for their value as weighed silver , or jewelry. In the mid ninth century C.E. the Carrolingian coins from Dorstad were copied by Norse minters, probably at Hedeby. These coins were not copied very well and eventually the legends were replaced with designs of Norse origin. These Norse coins corresponded to weights already in use. Because of this, many people still preferred to use ingots and hack silver. Also, it was not uncommon for people to cut up coins to make up the difference in short weights at purchase time. After all, now they didn't have to destroy their jewelry. Norse minters continued to strike coins based on their own designs for about one hundred years. Then they must have decided that the minting of coins was futile. It was not until the turn of the millennium that coinage became a permanent feature in all three of the Scandinavian countries. In Norway they were introduced by Olaf Sigurdsson, by Svend Forkbeard in Denmark, and in Sweden by Olof Skötkonung.
At first these coins were based on English models but eventually began to take on more Norse characteristics. For instance, shortly after the death of Harald Hardraadi, Norwegian coin replaced Latin legends with runic and wrote in the vernacular. Also about this time Sweden abandoned the minting of coins for a short period. This was probably a reaction to the resurgence of the Old Faith. Since the mints were putting Christian symbols on the coins, and the minters were Christian, they would have refused to put Pagan symbols on their product. This brings up another interesting point. The Norse kings in England, Knut, et. al., used motifs that could be claimed to be either Christian or Pagan. For example, one type of coin had a bird on it that could have been either the Alfathers raven or the dove of the Holy Spirit. Another had three triangular shapes that could have been three shields, a representation of the Christian trinity, or a representation of Odin, Thor, and Frey. A third example was a coin with a shape that could have been either Mjolnir, or a Tau cross.
In or around the year 1070, minting went through a major reformation. After this was complete foreign coins pretty much disappeared from Scandinavia and only coins minted in the respective countries were considered legal tender there. this brings to mind an idea.
For some time now, members of the club have been tossing around the idea of a permanent site for the club. Many hope to have this site function not only as a learning center where people can come to see a real Viking Age village, but as a place where some money can be made for both the club and the members. Perhaps we should work out a way that visitors can make purchases with either our own minted coins or ring money. We could have a booth where the guests could purchase coins or ring-money made of pure silver. We would sell the coinage for current market value of the silver and price items within the village accordingly. That way, if the gust does not use up all his/her silver during the visit, they still have something that both has value in the outside world and could be in itself a souvenir. But, this is just and idea.
Area
Revised 02/20/98
Remember we've used "comma (,)" to separate the decimals here.
Examples: 1½ pound = 1.5 in American = 1,5 in Norwegian.
PRIVATE
Original name 
Sq. Meters 
Sq. Yards 
Comments 


Kvadratalen 
0,394 
0,471 
4,00 
Kvadratfot 

Kvadratfavn 
3,544 
4,239 
36,00 
Kvadratfot 

Kvadratfot 
0,098 
0,118 
1,00 
Kvadratfot 

Kvadratmeter 
1,000 
1,196 
modern NOR measurement


Kvadrattomme 
0,007 
0,008 
0,07 
Kvadratfot 

Mål (ancient) 
984,340 
1 177,271 
10 000,00 
Kvadratfot 

Mål (modern) 
1 000,000 
1 196,000 
10 159,09 
Kvadratfot 

Rode 
9,843 
11,773 
100,00 
Kvadratfot 

Square Yards 
0,836 
1,000 
modern US measurement


Tunne/tønne 
3 937,360 
4 709,083 
40 000,00 
Kvadratfot 

Explanations:
Kvadratalen
The measure is put together by two words; kvadrat and alen.
Kvadrat = square. Alen = elbow, measured from the elbow to the tip of your fingers.
Plur.: <same>
This measurement is not in use anymore in Norway.
Kvadratfavn
The word is put together by two words: kvadrat and favn.
Kvadrat = square. Favn = hold in arms, what you can gather between your arms.
Plur:: kvadratfavner.
This measurement is not in use anymore in Norway.
Kvadratfot
The word is put together by two words: kvadrat and fot.
Kvadrat = square. Fot = feet, the origin is an average foot in length.
Plur.: <same>
This measurement is not in use anymore in Norway.
Kvadrattomme
The word is put together by two words: kvadrat and tomme.
Kvadrat = square. tomme = thumb, the wide measured across the root of the nail.
Plur.: kvadrattommer.
This measurement is still in use in Norway.
Mål
The word means measure and is divided into two kinds, an old and a new, of square measurements.
Plur.: <same>
This measurement is still in use in Norway.
Rode
The word means a part.
Plur.: roder.
This measurement is not in use anymore in Norway.
Tunne or tønne
The word means barrel. When used in square measuring though it actually means a barrel of land.
Plur.: tunner or tønner.
This measurement is not in use anymore in Norway.
Length
Revised 02/20/98
Remember we've used "comma (,)" to separate the decimals here.
Examples: 1½ pound = 1.5 in American = 1,5 in Norwegian.
PRIVATE
Original name 
Meters 
Yards 
Comments 


Alen (ancient variant)
0,4740 
0,5669 
1
Tumalaln

Alen (ancient average)
0,5688 
0,6803 
24
Tommer (ancient) 

Alen (old, 1700's)
0,6275 
0,7505 
24
Tommer (old) 

Alen (modern)
0,6096 
0,7291 
24
Tommer (modern) 

Aln



See 'alen'

Alni



See 'alen'

Centimeter 
0,0100 
0,0120 
10
Millimeter

Famn/Favn (ancient) 
1,6590 
1,9842 
1
Manshøyde

Famn/Favn (average) 
1,7000 
2,0332 
6
Fot (varied much)

Famn/Favn (old) 
1,8828 
2,2518 
6
Fot (varied much)

Famn/Favn (modern) 
1,8000 
2,1528 



Fjerding vei 
2 824,2000 
3 377,7432 
9.000
Fot 

Fot 
0,3138 
0,3753 
12
Tommer (ancient) 

Kilometer (modern)
1 000,0000 
1 196,0000 
1.000 
Meter

Lakt
2,0500 
2,4518 
*2,00-2,10 
Meter 

Landmil 
11 295,0000 
13 508,8200 
1
Mil (ancient) 

Linje (ancient)
0,00198 
0,00236 
1/12 
Tomme (ancient) 

Linje (old)
0,00218 
0,00261 
1/12 
Tomme (old) 

Lækt
2,0500 
2,4518 
1
Lakt 

Manshøyde
1,6590 
1,9842 
3½
Alen (ancient variant)

Meter 
1,0000 
1,1960 
modern NOR measurement 


Mil (ancient) 
11 295,0000 
13 508,8200 
36.000
Fot (18.000 alen)

Mil (modern) 
10 000,0000 
11 960,0000 
10
Kilometer 

Mælestong



See 'stong'

Nautisk mil (ancient)
1 855,2500 
2 218,8790 
2/3 
Equatorial degree avr. 

Nautisk mil (modern)
1 852,0000 
2 214,9920 
¼ 
Sjømil (modern) 

Palm 
0,0890 
0,1064 
*3 7/18 
Tommer (ancient) 

Pilskudd 
250,0000 
299,0000 

Average 

Rast 
11 295,0000 
13 508,8200 
1
Mil (ancient) 

Rode 
3,1374 
3,7523 
10
Fot 

Sjømil (ancient) 
7 421,0000 
8 875,5160 
4
Nautisk mil (ancient) 

Sjømil (modern) 
7 408,0000 
8 859,9680 
4
Nautisk mil (modern) 

Spann 
0,3138 
0,3753 
1
Fot 

Steinkast 
50,0000 
59,8000 
*35-75 
Meter 

Stikke (ancient)
0,5530 
0,6614 
7/6
Tumalaln

Stikke (old)
0,6275 
0,7505 
1
Alen (varied much)

Stong (origin Busk/Tele)
3,7920 
4,5352 
8
Tumalaln

Stong (newer Busk/Tele)
3,7650 
4,5029 
6
Alen (newer)

Stong (Hed/Opp)
4,4240 
5,2911 
8
Stikker (ancient)

Stong (Akershus)
4,3925 
5,2534 
7
Alen (newer)

Stong (Trøndelag)
2,1963 
2,6267 
3½
Alen (newer)

Tomme (ancient) 
0,0237 
0,0284 
12
Linjer

Tomme (old) 
0,0262 
0,0313 
12
Linjer

Tomme (modern) 
0,0254 
0,0304 



Tumalaln(i)
0,4740 
0,5669 
6/7 
Stikke (ancient)

Vei 
11 295,0000 
13 508,8200 
36.000
Fot

Vika 
7 421,0000 
8 875,5160 
1
Sjømil (ancient) 

Vike sjø 
7 421,0000 
8 875,5160 
1
Sjømil (ancient) 

Yards
0,8361 
1,0000 
modern US measurement 


Explanations:
Alen (a.k.a. 'aln' and 'alni')
Alen = elbow, a measurement done from the elbow to the tip of your fingers.
Plur:: <same>.
This measurement is not in use anymore in Norway.
Favn or famn
Favn = within your arms, what you can gather between your arms.
Plur:: Favner.
This measurement is still in use in Norway.
Fjerding vei
Fjerding = a quarter.
Vei = road
Meaning = a quarter of the distance (distance=vei, landmil, mil (ancient), rast), measured in fot (feet)
Plur:: Fjerdinger.
This measurement is not in use anymore in Norway.
Fot
Fot = foot, or actually the length of an average foot.
Plur:: <same>.
Lakt or lækt or lekt
Lakt = a thin and long wooden board, used when measuring the depth of a mine.
Plur:: lakter or lækter or lekter
Probably it has its origin from the German word Lacht, and came to Norway along with German miners. Information is according to Per Halvor Sælebakke at the Norwegian Mining Museum at Kongsberg, Buskerud Co., Norway.
Landmil
Landmil = a distance of land. Distance is equal to a mil (ancient), however was not in use for roads.
Plur:: <same>.
Linje
Linje = line. The origin is probably a line drawn at the groung by a sword, tip of a spear or someting alike. It's not the length of the drawing but the wide of it that's the actual measurement.
Plur:: linjer.
Mil (ancient)
mil = a full distance?. Distance is equal to a mil (ancient), is used for measuring distances at roads.
Plur:: <same>.
Mil (modern)
mil = a million (1,000,000 centimeters). Distance is equal to a mil (modern), is used for measuring distances at roads.
Plur:: <same>.
Nautisk mil (ancient)
Nautisk mil = a quarter of a Norwegian sjømil at sea.
Plur:: <same>.
Source: Nordangers Nautiske Håndbøker
Before June 29th 1927 a Norwegian Nautisk mil must have varied some because according to Nordangers Nautiske Håndbøker one Nautisk mile was 1/15 of an Equatorial degree. At Equator this distance equals 1,842.90 meters, at 45 degree north or south this distance equals 1,852.25 meters and at the Poles this distance equals 1,861.71 meters. The average measurement is probably the origin of the below Norwegian decision in 1927 however before this it seems like the average was set between the Poles and 45 degrees (1,855.25 meters). According to Aschehoug and Gyldendals Store Leksikon (lexicon) 2nd edition, 3rd publishing, bind 15, table 39 at page 378 a Norwegian Nautical Mile was 1,851.85 meters in 1799 A.D. however no source is given.
Nautisk mil (modern)
Source: Nordangers Nautiske Håndbøker
By Law of the 29th of June 1927 the Norwegian government decided a Norwegian Nautical Mile was to be 1,852 meters from this day. Only two years later the international hydrographic organization in Monaco decided an International Nautical Mile was to equalize the Norwegian decision. The English though decided their Nautical Mile was to be 6,080 feet however later figures show they also used 6,082,66 feet as a measurement of this distance against the Norwegian and International decision who equaled 6,076.11549 feet. In practice though these figures were the same.
A Norwegian Sjømil (Sea Mile) is often mistaken to be equal with the Nautisk mil because the English Sea Mile is to the English Nautical Mile, however this is wrong. The English Sea Mile though equals both the English Nautical Mile, Geographical Mile and Admiralty Mile.
A special thanks to Richard Iversen from Oslo, Norway, who gave us information about the misunderstandings around the Norwegian Sjømil.
Palm
Palm = ?
Plur:: palmer.
Pilskudd
Pilskudd = a shot of an arrow, meaning the distance of an average shot. The actual measure is very uncertain.
Plur:: <same>.
Rast
Rast = rest, usually what distance a man walked before he had to take a rest. The distance is now seen as equal to a landmil.
Plur:: raster.
Rode
Rode = a little part of or little pice of land.
Plur:: roder.
Sjømil (ancient)
Sjømil = a full distance at sea (four ancient natiske mil). Not used very much.
Plur:: <same>.
Sjømil (modern)
Sjømil = a full distance at sea (four modern natiske mil). Not used very much.
Plur:: <same>.
Spann
Spann = a bucket, or actually the largest distance of the opening of an bucket. In ancient times this was seen as the distance of the outher most spred fingers of an adult man.
Plur:: <same>.
Steinkast
Steinkas = a throw of an stone. This measurement have been used throughout the history, probably sice long before the Viking Ages, and is still in use today thus no one really seems to know the actual distance of it. The measurement is suposed to be the distance an adult man could throw a stone, and its origin probably were to set a distance for someone or something to keep away from.
Plur:: <same>.
Stikke
Stikke = a wooden plug of an certain length. The measurment is equal to an alen.
Plur:: stikker.
Tomme (ancient)
Tomme = thumb, or actually the distance measured across the root of an thumbnail of an adult man. The actual measurement has changed throughout history.
Plur:: tommer.
Tomme (modern)
Tomme = inch.
Plur:: tommer.
Vei
Vei = road, or the distance of an road usually covered before a person had to rest.
Plur:: veier.
Vika
Vika = probably the distance across an (average) fjord, it's the same as vike sjø. This measurement probably came to life in the very early Viking Age, or even before.
Plur:: Viker.
Vike sjø
Vike sjø = probably the distance across an (average) fjord, equal to sjømil (ancient) in distance.
Plur:: Vike sjøer.
Volume
Revised 02/20/98
Remember we've used "comma (,)" to separate the decimals here.
Examples: 1½ pound = 1.5 in American = 1,5 in Norwegian.
PRIVATE
Original name 
Liters 
Gallons 
Comments 


20-Ask kjerald
216,000 
57,061 
20,000 
Ask(er)

Aam
145,000 
38,305 
(gallons) 40,682 
Varied up to

Ame
154,415 
40,792 
4,000 
Anker

Anker
38,604 
10,198 
20,000 
Kanner

Ask
10,800 
2,853 
4,000 
Boller

Aske (ancient)
16,200 
4,280 
Explanation: 
Box of grain

Aske (modern)
15,440 
4,079 
Explanation: 
Box of grain

Bolle
2,700 
0,713 
4,000 
Juster

Eske
16,200 
4,280 
Equals: 
Aske (ancient)

Fat
926,491 
244,753 
6,000 
Amer

Famn/Favn (ancient)
2 223,600 
587,413 



Famn/Favn (modern)
2 400,000 
634,013 



Fjerding
34,740 
9,177 
2,000 
Skjepper (modern)

Fjerdingkar
4,300 
1,136 
2,000 
Ottingkar

Foll (grain)
87,500 
23,118 

Harvest (average)

Gallon (modern)
3,785 
1,000 
US measurement


Hadsk øyresbol
787,50000 
208,058 
2-3,000
Øyresbol (varied)

Halvask
5,400 
1,427 
2,000 
Boller

Halvaske
8,100 
2,140 
2,000 
Kornkanner

Halvbolle
1,350 
0,357 
2,000 
Juster

Halvkanne
0,965 
0,255 
Equals: 
Pott

Halvmæle
8,100 
2,140 
Equals: 
Halvaske

Halvskjeppe
8,700 
2,298 
2,000 
Fjerdingkar

Hefseldebol
1.312,50000 
2.894,061 
5,000
Øyresbol (aver.)

Juste
0,675 
0,178 
0,250 
Bolle

Kanne
1,930 
0,510 
2,000 
Pott er

Kar(r)
17,200 
4,541 
4,000 
Fjerdingkar 

Kornkanne
4,050 
1,070 
0,500 
Halvmæle

Korn toppmål
160,000 
42,268 



Korntønne
138,970 
36,712 
4,000 
Fjerdinger

Kubikkfot
30,890 
8,160 



Kvarter
34,740 
9,177 
Equals: 
Fjerding

Laup
16,200 
4,280 



Lest (ancient)
1 668,000 
440,639 
12,000 
Tønner korn (ancient) 

Lest (ancient)
2 502,000 
660,958 
18,000 
Tønner kull (ancient)

Liter (modern)
1,000 
0,264 
NOR measurement 


Lyse
2,700 
0,713 
Equals: 
Bolle

Markebol
2.100,000 
554,822 
8,000 
Øyresbol

Mæle
16,200 
4,280 
Equals: 
Aske (ancient)

Notting
5,800 
1,532 



Oksehode
231,600 
61,182 
240,000 
Potter

Otting
16,400 
4,332 



Ottingkar
2,150 
0,568 
0,500 
Fjerdingkar

Pel
0,241 
0,064 
0,250 
Potter

Pipe (ancient)
463,246 
122,377 
0,500 
Fat

Pipe (modern)
449,000 
118,613 



Pott
0,965 
0,255 



Setting
8,700 
2,298 
Equals: 
Halvskjeppe

Skjeppe (ancient)
17,370 
4,589 
18,000 
Potter

Skjeppe (modern)
20,000 
5,283 



Smørkanne
2,700 
0,713 
Equals: 
Bolle

Sold (grain)
87,500 
23,118 

Seed (varied)

Storfavn
12 000,000 
3 170,065 
5,000 
Favner (modern)

Tønne korn (ancient) 
138,970 
36,712 
144,000 
Potter

Tønne fisk (ancient) 
115,800 
30,591 
120,000 
Potter

Tønne kull (ancient) 
138,970 
36,712 
144,000 
Potter

Viertel
7,228 
1,909 
7,500 
Potter

Øyresbol
262,50000 
578,813 
0,200 
Hefseldebol (aver.)

Åtting
16,400 
4,332 
Equals: 
Otting

Explanations:
20-Ask-kjerald = Box of 
According to Nordisk Kultur - Mål og Vekt (Aschehoug) one 20-Aske-kjerald equals 216 liters but this must either be wrong or they have written the wrong name. We believe they have misspelled the name and for one 20-Ask-kjerald and that 216 liters is the correct. If our conclusion is wrong though one 20-Aske-kjerald should appear as 324 liters or 85,592 US gallons.
Ask = Box (of grain)
Aske (ancient) = Box (of grain)
Aske (modern) = Box (of grain)
Ame = 
Anker = 
Bolle = Bowl
Eske = Box (of grain)
Fat = Barrel
Famn/Favn (ancient) = 
Famn/Favn (modern) = 
Fjerding = a quarter
Fjerdingkar = a quarter of
Gallon (modern US)
Halvask = Half a box
Halvaske = Half a box
Halvbolle = Half a bowl
Halvkanne = Half a 
Halvmæle = Half a 
Halvskjeppe = Half a 
Juste = 
Kanne = 
Kar(r) = 
Kornkanne = a X of grain
Korn toppmål = 
Korntønne = a barrel of grain
Kubikkfot = cubic foot
Kvarter = quarter
Laup = 
Lest (ancient) = 
Lest (ancient) = 
Liter (modern Norwegian) = 
Lyse = 
Mæle = 
Notting = 
Oksehode = ox head
Otting = 1/8
Ottingkar = 
Pel = 
Pipe (ancient) = pipe/chimney
Pipe (modern) = pipe/chimney
Pott = pottery
Setting = 
Skjeppe (ancient) = 
Skjeppe (modern) = 
Smørkanne = a can (container) of butter
Sold = seed of grain (This varied much, as at Romerike the Sold was about 110 kilograms)
Storfavn = 
Tønne korn (ancient) = a barrel of grain
Tønne fisk (ancient) = a barrel of fish
Tønne kull (ancient) = a barrel of coal
Viertel = 
Åtting = 1/8
Weight
Revised 02/20/98
Remember we've used "comma (,)" to separate the decimals here.
Examples: 1½ pound = 1.5 in American = 1,5 in Norwegian.
PRIVATE
Original name 
Kilograms 
Pounds 
Comments 


Ask
11,95440 
26,35945 
2,000
Bismerpund 

Bismerpund
5,97720 
13,17973 
12,000
Pund salgsvekt 

Drittel
50,00000 
110,25000 
-
-

Ertog
0,00893 
0,01969 
3,000
Aurar (Eyrir)

Eyrir
0,02679 
0,05906 
0,125
Mark (varied)

Gran salgsvekt 
0,00038 
0,00084 
-
-

Gran myntvekt 
0,00036 
0,00079 
-
-

Gran medisinsk 
0,00621 
0,01369 
-
-

Gren gull 
0,00160 
0,00353 
0,083
Karat 

Gren sølv 
0,00083 
0,00182 
-
-

Hefselde (butter)
35,00000 
77,17500 
-
Average

Karat
0,01920 
0,04234 
-
-

Kilogram
1,00000 
2,20500 
NOR measurement 


Kommerselest
2,95500 
6,51578 
-
-

Kvintin salgsvekt 
0,00389 
0,00858 
0,250 
Lodd salgsvekt 

Kvintin gull 
0,00366 
0,00806 
0,250 
Lodd gull 

Kvintin sølv 
0,00366 
0,00806 
1,000 
Kvintin gull 

Laup
17,93160 
39,53918 
3,000 
Bismerpund 

Lest
2,95500 
6,51578 
1,000 
Kommerselest 

Lispund
7,96960 
17,57297 
16,000 
Pund salgsvekt 

Lodd salgsvekt 
0,01557 
0,03432 
0,031 
Pund salgsvekt 

Lodd gull 
0,01462 
0,03224 
0,031 
Pund edelmetall 

Mark myntvekt 
0,21800 
0,48069 
8,000 
Unse sølv (ancient) 

Mark salgsvekt (ancient) 
0,24905 
0,54916 
*186-280gr 
varied 

Mark myntvekt (ancient) 
0,21432 
0,47258 
24,000 
Ertonger (8 aurar)

Mark gull/sølv 
0,23400 
0,51597 
-
-

Mark salgsvekt 
0,25000 
0,55125 
-
-

Otting
14,00000 
30,87000 
-
-

Pound
0,45351 
1,00000 
US measurement 


Pfenning
0,00446 
0,00983 
0,500 
Ertoger

Pund salgsvekt 
0,49810 
1,09831 
2,000 
Mark (ancient sales) 

Pund edelmetall 
0,46800 
1,03194 
-
-

Skippund
159,39200 
351,45936 
20,000 
Lispund 

Skipslast
2 590,12000 
5 711,21460 
16,250 
Skippund 

Skruppel
0,00124 
0,00273 
0,333 
Drakme 

Skålpund
0,49810 
1,09831 
1,000 
Pund salgsvekt 

Smørtønne 
50,00000 
110,25000 
1,000 
Drittel 

Spann korn 
9,00000 
19,84500 
36,000 
Mark salgsvekt 

Tønne (smør)
50,00000 
110,25000 
1,000 
Smørtønne 

Unse sølv (ancient) 
0,02930 
0,06461 
0,083 
Pund salgsvekt 

Unse medisinsk (ancient) 
0,02980 
0,06571 
0,083 
Pund edelmetall 

Våg østlandet (ancient) 
18,52000 
40,83660 
3,000 
Lispund eastern 

Våg vestlandet (ancient) 
23,90880 
52,71890 
3,000 
Lispund western 

Våg (modern)
17,93160 
39,53918 
3,000 
Bismerpund 

Æs
0,00608 
0,01341 
16,000 
Gran salgsvekt 

Åtting
14,00000 
30,87000 
1,000 
Otting 

Explanations:
salgsvekt = sales weight
myntvekt = currency weight
medisinsk = medical weight
gull = gold weight
gull/sølv = gold and silver weight
sølv = silver weight
edelmetall = precious metals weight
korn = grain
østlandet = eastern part of the country
vestlandet = western parts of the country
smørtønne = a barrel of butter
Mathematical
Revised 02/20/98
Remember we've used "comma (,)" to separate the decimals here.
Examples: 1½ pound = 1.5 in American = 1,5 in Norwegian.
PRIVATE
Original 
Ant/Qty 
Explanation 
Comments 


Balle papir
5 000 
sheets of paper 
10,00 
Ris 

Balle tekstil
120 
meters of clothing 
12,00 
pieces of 10 meters 

Balle seilduk
108 
meters of sail clothing 
12,00 
pieces of 9 meters 

Bok
25 
sheets of paper 



Deger hud
10 
hides 



Deker
10 
hides 
1,00 
Deger hud 

Dusin (Dozen)
12 
pieces 



Gross
144 
pieces 
12,00 
Dusin (Dozen) 

Hundrad
120 
pieces 
4,00 
Snes 

Kiste vin
48 
bottles of red vine 

Kiste =chest

Kiste jern
225 
pieces of thin iron plates 

Kiste =chest

Last fisk
14 400 
fish 



Last hud
144 
hides 



Meis
240 
fish 
2,00 
Hundrad 

Ris
500 
sheets of paper 
20,00 
Bok 

Skokk
60 
fish 
3,00 
Snes 

Sneis
20 
fish 



Snes
20 
fish 
1,00 
Sneis 

Storgross
1 728 
fish 
12,00 
Gross 

Timber hud
40 
hides (small) 



Treve (grain)
24 
pieces bundled 



Tunne (unsqueezed)
367 
fish 
1,00 
Tunne = Barrel 

Tunne (squeezed)
520 
fish 
1,00 
Tunne = Barrel 

Tylft
12 
pieces 
1,00 
Dusin (Dozen) 

Voll
80 
fish 
0,33 
Meis 

Vorde
10 
fish 
0,50 
Sneis 

Historically Norway may have used the measurement "Ol" as well. However this is actually of Danish origin and was used to count fish and eggs. 1 Ol = 1 Voll or 80 pieces.
Norwegian naming patterns
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The baptizing tradition in Norway



First of all we'd like to tell you a little something about the baptizing custom in Norway, which was widely common to have taken place at home. The government, though, consequently tried to change this tradition. By prescription of March 23rd 1646 all newly born in the country site should be baptized in church before the end of the eight day, and in the cities within the end of the fourth day. Neglecting the prescription could bring disciplinary actions.
The eight day limit was reinforced in 1683, but this led to a widely use of home baptizing, which was allowed and common. In 1745 came a new prescription, which intended to stop the abuse of home baptizing, however this was redrawn again in 1771. From then the parents themselves had to decide if home baptizing were necessary, and no time limit was given to confirm home baptized by the church.
Of course this led to complains about to long a time from the home baptizing to the confirming, so a new prescription was declared June 22nd 1814. This established a new time limit for both home baptizing and the confirmation to the church, set to nine months at the most. Old church records does almost never confirm if baptizing was made at home or at church.
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Another difficulty for the researcher is the inconsistent manner in which a persons first (or Christian) name may be spelled in various records. Norway's written language has been heavily influenced by the Swedish and especially Danish languages because of the long time union Norway has had with with these countries.
A name may have been written very differently in the records than the actual spoken form of the name. For example, almost all the men in my family from Hemsedal named Ola were written in the church records as Ole.
However, this is incorrect. Many most certainly were named Ole, but not all of them. There are lots of other examples of spelling variations. Knut could be written Knud, Svein could be written Sven or even Svend, Mari could be written Marie, Ingebjørg could be written Ingeborg, and so on.
Seems it all depended on the writer and his writing skills. The more educated, the more Danish the spelling. There are other phonetic differences but we won't explain all of them here.
It was a common tradition to add the farm name to a persons name. Originally this was used as a kind of address to tell people apart but later this often became a firm surname. Let's use the example mentioned above: If Knut Olsen settled on a farm called Jordheim, he would be addressed as Knut Olsen Jordheim, which means Knut Olsen, the one who lives at Jordheim. If he moved to a farm called Eikre, he would be addressed as Knut Olsen Eikre.
Because most farms existing today were were divided from an older and larger farm many families may have the same surname. The Jordheim farm in Hemsedal is such an example and today several farms and families by this name exist. Not all of them are related to each other.
Often when farms were divided by inheritance, sale or purchase the new family would attach the farm name to the end of their names a kind of family nickname used to indicate their home farm. My grandmother was born Anne Olsdtr. and her parents were Ola Olson Trøim and Birgit Sveinsdtr. Jordheim.
However they went under the name Ola and Birgit Nilssongard because the farm section they lived on was called Nilssongard, but the farm name is Jordheim. The Nilssongard name was probably attached because the first owner was named Nils or perhaps had the patronymic Nilsson.
Often when farms were divided from a larger farm the new farm would be given an additional descriptive name such as; øvre- (upper-), nedre- (lower-), midtre- (middle-), nordre- (northern-) or søndre- (southern-) to the farm name. Then the owner would have been addressed as Ola Olsen nedre Jordheim.
Often the farms were divided into more units than there were natural descriptive names. In such cases the first owner of the new unit often became the source name for the new farm, such as the Nilssongard farm in Hemsedal which is named after its first owner.
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The male patronymic
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Married women

Norwegian naming patterns have changed frequently throughout history, and still is. There are also regional differences. We will try to explain some of the changes here. If you have questions or other information concerning this subject, please mail us at tom@ringnett.no.
The early use of surnames often confuses the inexperienced and foreign genealogist of today, but the concept behind them is quite simple really. Almost every person had a patronymic name or fathers-name.
For example if a man, whose first name was Ola fathered a son and named him Knut, then the boy would be called Knut Olssen. The -sen ending literally means son of. In some dialects the patronymic could be Olsson, Olssøn or Olssønn, but the meaning is the same.
In the last decades of the 19th century two new naming patterns emerged, one was considered radical. A married woman could take her husband's patronymic. 
Anne Olsdtr. could become Anne Knutsen if her husbands patronymic was Knutsen, which was an entirely new and confusing concept. However, it seems the common people only copied this naming custom from the wealthier people, those with hereditary last names.
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The female patronymic
PRIVATE
Children

If you're a foreigner and would like to use this site as a source for your family research, please do. You're granted permission without asking any further. You may print it and share it as you like, however you're not allowed to change it.
If Ola had a daughter and named her Anne, she would be called Anne Olsdatter. The -datter ending literally means daughter of. In some dialects the patronymic could be Olsdotter or Olsdottir, but the meaning is the same.
The spoken form, however, was more like Anne Olste or Olstet. Today Norwegian genealogists often use Olsdtr. as an abbreviated form. Women used their patronymic name all their life, married or not, but this custom began to change around 1900 or a little earlier.
The second and more radical new custom was that children now took their father's last name instead of a patronymic name derived from his first name. During the transition period that lasted until 1923, one can find both the old and new patterns used, sometimes even within the same family.
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PRIVATE
The end of the patronymics

It's convenient to look upon the first name (or Christian name) as the persons real name. This name was usually given when a person was christened, but not always. In ancient times a person was often known only by a single first name . 
My great grandpa would then have been called Ola fra Jorheim (Ola of Jordheim) for example. However before the 19th century you can find many individuals having two names.
Sometimes a child could be given three or even four names, but usually only one of them was used. Sometimes two names were used. Hyphenating the two first names is a more modern phenomena. 
The Scandinavian patronymic tradition is very similar to the Scottish-Gaelic tradition, which uses Mac (Mc or M') and the Irish tradition of using O' before a name. The first mean son of while the second mean son of son of, both have come to be thought of as literally coming from or sioul (meaning blood of). The big difference though is those traditions ended long before the Scandinavian tradition did.
In 1923 a new law appeard, which directed each family to adopt a hereditary surname, and only one. Some families took a patronymic as a surname, others a farm or place name, and of course the old hereditary names lived on. But the result created a great amount of Olsen's, Hansen's, Nilsen's and similar names - just like those old patronymics.
Later many surnames of this kind were replaced by constructed names to avoid confusion.

PRIVATE
Naming customs
PRIVATE
Patronymics and research
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Modern naming patterns

Children were often named after their grandparents, mothers and fathers, and their parents siblings. The custom was to name the first born male after the father's father, and the first born female after the father's mother. 
Another custom was to name the first born male or female after a dead father, mother or sibling. Because of this a family could have several Ola's, Knut's, Birgit's or Kari's within the same family.
Because both parents could have a father and/or mother with the same name, the custom made it possible to have several children with the same name within the same family. In such cases they often used nicknames to distinquish one from another.
The youngest child was often called vesle-(name), meaning the little, younger or the youngest. Sometimes one or two of a families children had the same name as their father or mother. A family could have a store-Ola (meaning the adult Ola, or Big Ola),and a vesle-Ola (the youngest, or little Ola). This prefix was used for both males and females, and I guess we can call this tradition an addressing nickname.
Genealogists should use the patronymic name as a clue for further research. If you had an ancestor named Ingeborg Olsdtr., then you known for certain her father's first name must have been Ola.
This helps to narrow the search. But of course it can be confusing to find a family where the father's name is Ola Knutsen, the mother's name Birgit Sveinsdtr., and the children are named Knut Olsen and Anne Olsdtr.
Usually the father's last name became the family surname. Women have often lost their surnames or last names throughout history, however that tradition is changing. 
Nowadays many women keep their surnames when they marry, or rather they have a choice. Actually both women and men have a choice to use either his or her surname. Even the old patronymic custom is becoming popular again. 
Oh well, I guess this will make the 21st century genealogists even more confused than we already were. 
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Not all used patronymics


The custom of using the same hereditary names seems to have fell out of favor near the end of the 19th century, however the tradition is still in use by many families in Norway. 
An inexperienced or foreign genealogist may easily get confused with these naming practices. Here is a general summary which may help you understand this custom.
Sons were usually named after: 

1. The father's father 

2. The mother's father 

3. A dead husband (sometimes) 

4. A dead sibling (sometimes) 

5. A dead uncle (sometimes) 

6. The great-grandparents 

Daughters were usually named after: 

1. The father's mother 

2. The mother's mother 

3. A dead wife (sometimes) 

4. A dead sibling (sometimes) 

5. A dead aunt (sometimes) 

6. The great-grandparents 
Patronymic names were often dropped by the upper classes of society. In certain regions the patronymic was the only surname in use. As a rule the name of the location the person lived, like an address name was added to the end of their name. This falls into two classes.



PRIVATE
Hereditary surnames



Many families had a hereditary last name, often very old and in many cases of foreign origin. This was often the case in the cities and among high officials everywhere in the country.
If the family had a last name of this type, there was no need too add a farm name. Hereditary names were seldom location or geographical names, as in the case of the farm names.
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King of Norway 1957-1991
King of Harts forever!
This site is dedicated to the tremendous remembrance of the late King Olav V of Norway. He gained the unconditioned confidence and undisputed love of a unified nation. May his memory rest as an example for others to follow!
God bless the King and Queen, the royal family and the people of Norway!
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Royally always seems to interest people. We, though, are not that interested in those who live today, but about they who once did.
The Royal History and Lineage of the Scandinavian countries and, of course, those countries closely connected throughout the history.
We, that's my wife and I, are royalists. We consider Norway lucky to have a Royal family which dedicate their entirely work to the benefit of the people and the nation.
Norway hadn't had a Norwegian born king since King Olav IV Håkonsson died in 1387. 
When the union with Sweden ended in 1905, Prince Christian Frederick Carl Georg Valdemar Axel of Denmark was asked to become king of Norway, of which he said yes on the condition that this was what the people of Norway wanted. 
During November 12th 1905 the people voted for or against it, a voting which ended 259563 for and 69264 against. A decision was made and the prince of Denmark said yes to became the new king of Norway, November 18th the same year. 
He took the name Håkon VII to be his legal name as King of Norway, and he professed his faith to the Constitution on November 27th 1905. Only two days earlier he had been brought to Norway by the Danish royal ship Danebrog, along his family, Princess Maude of Britain and future Queen of Norway, and his only child, the future Crown Prince Olav and later King Olav V of Norway. 
As the history will show, the people of Norway made a very wise decision that day. King Håkon VII died September 21st 1957 and his son succeeded him as the future King of Norway.
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The roots of the modern monarchs of Norway can be traced back to the famous kings of the Ynglinga saga, by Ulfhild, the daughter of St Olav, who married Ördulf Billung, Duke of Sachsen. 
Ulfhild was born in 1020 and died May 24th 1070. Håkon VII of Norway is the twenty-fifth great grandson of St Olav.
Crown Prince Harald married August 29th 1968 Sonja Haraldsen, a commoner. They have two children, Princess Märtha Louise and Crown Prince Haakon Magnus. 
Their marriage, though, was long seen as not fit for a future king because his wife was not of royal blood. King Olav V had granted the marriage and the Government and Storting decided Sonja was to be Crown Princess of Norway when married. 
As always, it seems, King Olav V made a wise decision when allowing the marriage to happen, and we, the people of Norway, has learned to love them for what they do, not who they are..
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Crown Prince Olav, whose name really were Alexander Edward Christian Frederik before his parents changed it, married a Swede, Princess Märtha, March 21st 1929. 
They had two daughters and a son, Princess Ragnhild and Princess Astrid, Prince Harald, the later Crown Prince and King of Norway. 
Prince Harald became the first born prince of the country for 567 years. Sadly, though, Crown Princess Märtha died before she could succeed as Queen of Norway.
The much beloved king, Olav V of Norway, died January 17th 1991 and his son succeeded him the throne of Norway, the first born Norwegian king since the last Ynglinga died in 1387.


