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| JOSEPH NICHOLAS NICOLLET
From P. 122-Vol, I-Fowell's History of Minnesota.

Joseph Nicholas Nicollet, was born in 1790 in a small town in Savoy,
in the extreme northwest of Italy (near the border of France), At the
age of ten he was apprentficed to a watchmalter, with whom he served
eight years, however French encyclopedias state that he did nothing but
herd cows till he was twelve, when he learned to read and was sent to
school. A few years were spent in the sapitol of his province, wherehe
supported himself by watchmaking while engaged in study. He won a
mathamatical prize of some importance, then returned to his native vil-
lage where he taught mathamétics and studied Latin and other languages,
English being probably one of them., Later we find him in Paris, first
a student in the Ecole Normale and not long after, an instructor in the
College Louis-le~Grande, His first publication, which appeared in 1818
was on the mathamatics of 1life insurance. Tt brought him into notice
and opened the doors of society., He next turned his attention to astron-
omy, in which he soon distinguished himself; he was employed in important
investigations, advanced to a professorship, and dggorated with the
medal, of the L&gion of Honor. About the year 1836 this career of pros
perity and distinction was rudely checked, The slender bigraphical
materials available indicate that Nicollet, who has been successful in
a financial way and had saved up a little fortune, entered upon certain
speculative enterprizes in which he not only lost his all but involwved
his friends as well., This disaster did not involve his honesty in the
least. However he was bitterly reproéched by those who had been his
friends, Stung by their revilements he was buddenly abandoned all his
engagements. Turned his back on Paris and sailed for New Orleans in the

year 1832,
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In 1833 he secured war department letters to commanding officers
and Indian agents on the upper Mississippi and loan of astronomical
instruments to be used in a proposed exploration., This project was
delayed three years for some unknoﬁn%eason. It was not till the summer
of 1836 that he arrived at Fort Snelling, where his charming manners
rendered him a welcome guest. He spent the fall exploring the upper
Mississippl to its source, returning to Fort Snelling on the 27th of
September where he spent the winter with Major Tellaferro (Tolliver)
and Henry Sibley who later became General,

In 1837 Nicéllet went to Baltimore where he was enabled to lay his maps
and reports before the Secretary of War, who recognized their value and
employed Nicolletd as a surveyor and explorer for the next three years
in making an examination of the upper Northwest Between the Missouri,
Devils Lake and the Mississippi, with Lt. John C, Fremont as hia
assistant,

Nicollet was senior and in charge of the party of surveyor-explorers,
he prepared a classic report on his findings whichw as pringed in Senate
doecument 238, The accompaning maP wasg the earliest aﬁd most accurate
map of the Northwest up to that time, but the authors health was failing
he did not complete the work, he died in September 18l3.

The party of explorers as they left Fort Pderre, South Dakota con-
sisted of ninteen people, thirty three horses and ten carts, in addition

to Nicollet and Fremont, there were two half breed guides, William Dixon,

fimarA T oamad xf A Tmantans o Mn Moy and a man frem Pemhina enroute homes

yﬁﬁcollet-B

thousands of miles with samll parties in the Indian country with 1little
,g friction. His reports were incomplete when he died but the map and
part of the text was published, A copy of the originals are in the hands

~ of Dana Wright,
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In 1833 he secured war department letters to commanding officers
and Indian agents on the upper Mississippi and loan of astronomical
instruments to be used in a proposed exploration. This project was
delayed three years for some unknoﬁnbeason. It was not till the summer
of 1836 that he arrived at Fort Snelling, where his charming manners
rendered him a welcome guest. He spent the fall exploring the upper
Mississippi to its source, returning to Fort Snelliﬁg on the 27th of
September where he spent the winter with Major Tellaferro (Tolliver)
and Henry Sibley who later became General,

In 1837 Nicéllet went to Baltimore where he was enabled to lay his maps
and reports before the Secretary of War, who recognized their value and
employed Nicolletd as a surveyor and explorer for the next three years
in making an examination of the upper Northwest Between the Missouri,
Devils Lake and the Mississippi, with Lt, John C, Fremont as hia
assistant,

Nicollet was senior and in charge of the party of surveyor-explorers,

he prepared a classic report on his findings whichw as pringed in Senate
document 238, The accompaning maF wasg thé earliest aﬁd mést accurate
map of the Northwest up to that time, but the‘authors-ﬁealth Wwas failing
he did not complete the work, he died in September 18L3.

The party of explorers as they left Fort Pkterre, South Dakota con=-
sisted of ninteen people, thirty three horses and teﬁ carts, in addition
to NWicollet and Fremont, there were two half breed guides, William Dixon,
 and Louision Frenier; a Mr., May and a man from Pembina enroute homej
: ;Mr. Geyef, botanist and a Captain Beliigny, A French officer who accom-
jipanied us to see the country, the others were cart drivers, hunters or
| cooks,

Several years the Nicollet-Fremont party explored the Northwest,

reestablishing landmarks, correcting maps and accumulating a mass of

nformation about geology botliny and natural history, he traveled



General John Charles Fremont

Born of French parentage January 20, 1813 in Savanah, Georgia, his boy-
hodd was rather turbulent, and his earlier attempts to settle down in a
profession unsetisfactory. After acting successively as tutor on a
private family, professor of mathamatics on the United States Frigate
Independance, and engineer on surveys in the southern states he accomp-
anied Nicollet's expedition in its explorations between the Missouri and
the Rritish line. While thus engaged he received in July 7, 1838, a
commission as 2nd Lieutenant in the corps of topographical engineers.
While in Washington in 1840, engaged in a report of these expeditions,
he met and became engaged to Jessie Benton, the daughter of Senator
Benton of 8t, Louls, and this lady then only sixteen, he secretely
married in October 19, 1841, In 1842 he started upon the famous "first
expedition" +to the Wind river mountains, ascending Fremont's peak now
know as Pike's peak, on August 15th. On his return to Washington the
report of his expedition was laid before Congress, which bre¥etted him
1st lieutenant, The report attracted great attention, both at home and
ahbroad, and young Fremont had the honor of high complimentaréﬁ?f%;
Humbolt.

In 1813, he began his explorations beyond the Rocg%s. He returned
to Kangsas in 184); and after preparing his reports was breWetted captain
in 1845, and sent out on his third expedition to explore the great basin
and the maratime region of Oregon and California. This was the most
eYentful of all his journeys. Threatened at Monteray by the Mexican
govermment for his refusal to leave California, Fremont withdrew into
Oregon, but meeting in 18L6 despatcheé directing him to watch over the
interests of the United States, in California, there béing reasons to

apprehend that that province would be transferred to Great Britian,

he promptly retraced his steps. The American settlérs, whom the Mexican

government threatened to destroy, flocked to Fremont'!s camp and in a
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month, northern California was free., On July Lth, 18L6, Fremont was
elected its governor. In conjuncbion with Commodore Stocto¥ he under-
took to reduce the entire state, but the Mexican war interfered and at
its close the territory was c%ﬁed'to the U. S. by Mexico,.

He was court martialed in 1848 for some trouble in relation to the
governorship and resigned from the service, refusing the accept pardon
from President Polk. He was afterward elected senator from California.,
In 1856 he became "free soil" candidate for President. Soon after the
outbreask of the Civil War he was made a major general: there were dif-
ferences between him and the administration and herresigned. In 1870 he
was made governor of Arigona.

General Fremont was outstanding as an explorer in the western areas
of the United States and Was commonly called in his later 1ife the "Path-
finder," He was active in politics but less successful and had decided
views on various matters which invelved him in unpleasant situations and
disputes.

He has been described as a slightly built man about 5-9, very active

and carried a himself lightly till in upper years when peritonitus attacked

him about five days before his death which occured in New York, July 1L
t(?) 1890, Funeral at the Episcopal church, of which he was a member,

He left two sons and a daughter, besides the widow,

Fremont was a brown haired man; he never shaved, tho he trimmed his
beard neatly when and where he could, His eyes were large and blue, nose
aquiline, his forehead high and capacious. He was a very modest man a-~

bout his own accomplishments or plans., Such was the man who named Lake

Jessie in 1839,



Indian battle (?) on Sheyenre River, Griggs County, N.D.

(Story told to Dana Wright, April 18, 192%)
"In 1879 two men;0mund Opheim and his son-in-law, grmtav Olson, had driven
up from Iowa looking for land, they had got as far as Valley City where
they received information about the upper Sheyenne Valley which induced
them to drive tp in that country to look the land over., There were a
few settlers along the river for a distance out of Valley City but for
a long distance they found none at all above the mouth of Bald Hill
Creek. These men got to a place on the Sheyermne about east of where
Cooperstown is noWw located and were living in their covered wagon, pre-
paring to locate., They were cutting some hay and piling up some wood for
winter when a party of half breeds cam along from Stump Lake en route
to Valley City. They stopped to talk.

Peter Grant was one of the breeds and he told about a battle which
they salid had been fought between two bands of Indians in 1855, Grant
said he had been present as a boy 15 years old, he had been hofing horses
for the men in his band (Chippewa), He stated that a good many men had
been killed in this affair and later buried on the site, which he said
was on N, £-Sec., 12-T., 1lli6-R. 58. This is about four miles north of the
present highway No. 7 which runs east from Cooperstown, This battle
site(?) would have been north of the site of Mardell (1882) which was
on the southwest gquarter of Section 13,

According to Grant the ground was dug up where bodies had been
buried on the battle site but as the place has been under cultivation
since 1881, no remains can be located,™

Peter Grant was for many years & policeman in Fargo(?) The
bgttle story was told me with some variations by other people on the

Sheyenne about 1925, when interviewing pioneers, If there was a battle

DANA WRIGHT |
ETATE HisTORY
BT, JoHN, N. DAK.

it was probably between Sioux and Chippewa.
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ALBERT R.FIELD* Ag 26 mustered into Co.G. Ist Mi-n.Mounted Rangers Nov.2l I862,
Served on Sibley expedition, musteped ot of servte November 28, I863.

Reentered service as Captain of Company 4.2d Minnestta cavalry at age of 27,
November 27th I863, served to Februarv Iith, I866 when nad several of his men
froze to death on the march from Fort Wadsworth o Abercrombie. Their bodies
were not recovered till spring.

Joseph Robinette enlisted Gn Company K,Ist Minn.Mounted Rangers onDecember 30,1862
at the age of 28,mustered out with regiment December I0,I863, served on Sibley
expedition ,wounded by It Fields at Camp Atchison,July I8, I863.

Reenteded service Texmwkey January 2lith 186l , mewrmshrwrdrkocBxd s in Company M,
2d Minnesota Cavalry, veterapy, discharged for disability April ISth, 186l

Robinett was a mixed blood Indian,his disability may have been caused by the
wound in side from pistol ball fired by It Field.

Lt Field had shot and wounded Robinette on arrival of the expedition at Campt
‘Atchison on July I8th,I863.Tt was suprosed that Robinette had thr atened the office.
A court of enguiry was called for but there is no record of any action taken.



Horse Hill- SW 21l
Mardell SW 13-1,6-58

Franklin BW 32-147-50

Chamberlss SE 13-1,7.

Nicolette & Fremont I

Capt Fisk NE 22-1)7-¢

Butte Michand, Gentez

Red Willow Lake SW 7,

Camp Atchison SE-NW :

Brents Grég'SE 29-1117

Camp Burt NW 35-1L5-

Lake Jessighpgs- NW 1

Camp Pope NW L-1L5-F

Camp Corning SW 7-1M

Johnston Lake-13=-23-C

Jet, Sibley Trail 3

Jet. Sibley Trail shg

Double line of Stones

Notes on Griggs county. _ .

May I2th- Visited Mardd )on Sheyenne-rlﬁerif;§?‘; )
Norman Onheim‘lives'whe@é‘his‘é?aﬂdfather tad -his-
cabin on @ast side of Sheyenne,just south of schoc!
house.on SWI2-Ih6-58,there is a neglected cematary
pasture SW of the farm buildins,large stonidfor the

heims and a tumbled over one, for Some 0.lC (
gﬁnister buried the,e. The original log cabin now ¢
stands in the court house yard at Cooper

Three Indian mounds on bluff east of the Sheyenne
NE T2-1,6-%8

Horse Hill,bulk on SW 3L4-I:7-59

Romness on NE I6- I;7-58-OscarIdsoog,now on site

his mother formerly ran the PO.he had the old
pigeon hole mail rack with cash slide at bottom.

Ole Balkan, old times,now living in Cooper
v {‘l

Durham was an old settler & traprer who lived west

ofof Romness

Fidsvaag says there wore mounds on NW T5-IL7-58

cattle herders were igle and dug the mounds open

but did not find much but crumbling bones.

L4

Ixamination was made for ny sien of the rock
pile set up in I8L5 by Peter Garriosh of Winnipeg
nothing noted that would fit.

George T, Johnston, Co G, 3d I1l drowned Af‘Johnsﬁon lake Aué 11;M

1865,

en route to Devils ILake, under Col.

Carnshan, buried by lake

south of Sheppard, N.D.

Rudolph Hgllamd on Figk's Camp Site-Lake Fessie

Small unspoiled Ind.npound west of Binford on Stevens trial (15x

1) 23-1L7-61.

' Henry Nyust-near Camp Pope-Stone ax- SW L-1,5-59, Says Battle at

Camp Pope,

Carsten Newland-owns outPost SE S Camp Pope.

Stone circles on high rough hills, NW of Binford on Sec 30-T, 1486~

R, 60 NE; shown to DW by Rudy.Helland,




GRIGGS
Horse Hill- SW 2l-1J;7-58
 Mardell sSw 13- 3-1116-58

“__wmﬁ___m__g\_d____;_h_.__”ﬁ.__“f ————————

Eranklln EW 32- 14?75§

Chamberlﬁa SE 13- 147 =50

Nicolette & Fremont NE— 22- 1&{ 60 1839~ Also Gov. Sﬁggggi_}ggém B

Capt Fisk NE 22-147-60-1862-63 in Lot 1

Butte Michand, _Center 35-1)48-59-59 B P .
Red Wlllow Lake SW ?, NW 18 IAB 60 Indlan Noupésii_"mgh B

Camp Atchlson SE~NW 29 1L7-60 South of Blnford (Chester Ethan)

Erents Gralf SE 29-147- 6qbo. D. lst Minn, Mt Rangers Died JuTY 20,

Camp purt W 35 1&5 59- (Aug 12-13- 1863) Petterson Graﬂta

Lake Jessleépgs— NW 15-11.7-60

Camp Pope NW l-1L5-59 ( July 17-18-1863)

Camp Cornlng SW 7- 1&3 58 (July 16-17-1863) Barnes Go.

Johnston Lake-13-23-2)- lLS 59 Fisk & Gq;naham_Camps Johnscn GraVe

_____ o Jet, Slbley Trail 3 Eﬁ%ﬁgﬁé to Pt Ramsom

B Jet. Sibley Trail showSon 32-145-59

Aﬁ_qiﬁ__ghhnﬁaagig”iine of 8 Stones, Wé 2-118-59

- __ugw__GebPéé_ﬁ. JohnSton Co ¢ G. 3d Ill drowned At Johnston laﬁémﬁiémii; :
1865, en route to Dev1ls Lake, under Col, Carnshan. _hurleduby_lakaf
south of Sheppard, N.D.

' Rudolph Hegllamd on Fisk's Camp Slte—Lake ke Jessie

Small unspoiled Ind.mpound Wwest of Blnfopgggn Stevens trial (15x ..
1) 23-1L7-61, \ P

Henry Nyust-near Camp Pope-Stone ax- SW L-11,5-59, Says Battle &t“ =
Camp Pope, : o : |

Carsten Newland-owns ocutPost SE 5 Camp Pope,

Stone circles on high rough hills, NW of Binford on Sec BOeTgMLABQQ
R, 60 NE; shown to DW by kudy Holland. T e o
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Cooper. grandson of thé Ist ‘settler in that i
area(I88I) "an old: cemetary in pasture SW- ﬁ
~f Normans: farm buildings,neglected,- stones
unset some _Onheims buried thepe also and old(
minister. SW 12- Iué— 58 eld church burned
in fallef. Iq61.- - o =8

epends o HREE |
Horse h111 wesk of Sheyenne on he common 3
@rner of sect 23 2& 26—_; ~58 b

Tdsvold Peterson—-Oscar Peterson lives on'”

Ramnes (9) place-r - 7
; 4
A \ e j L ;'\
=&Y
|
G
.'_F/



(“Lac des Boish

"Lake with Timber on one =id
Lake Jessie spring on Ww 15-1L47-60\Oct. 1, 1845-visit by P.

—— —Garrioch/

Gov I.T.Stevens camped at the N, & F site on July-10-11-1853-
SW-1l -3y 7=60 R -

FiSkMeﬂﬁﬁud§~ﬁﬁl%&ﬁé—?ﬁfﬁ&bﬁ%ﬂ&eﬂ@iakest4@%&?““*W“i@é?ﬁﬁ”NE"ﬂQﬁ‘*
147-60

Sibley's Camp Douglas Pope Se of NW-L-1/5-59-0On July 17-18-1863.

Campt Atchison on Ne 29-1)47-60-July 18, 1863 Aug. 12,

Junction of Ft Rmmsom with Pt Totten trails, almost due east of
Hannaford on Sec 3=1lli-59, south of Johnsons Leke.

Johnsons lake, S of Sheppard, camp site of 3d I1l1, Cgy, 1865 =~
Johnson drowned Aug 8 (Co. G) CAug 1L 7 23-145-59

Horse Hill, SW 2li-1)7=58 on the Sheyenne, _

Small Indian,mouﬂdsw of Binford,23-1)7-61 west side of Rald Hill

Creek,

1
Mound NW of Cooperstown SE $42116-59,

Butte Michaude center of 35-148-59, Elev 1386 (Map shows 1586~
8rror?) .

Chamberlin Hill SE 13-147-59,

Franklin Hill NW 32-1117-58,

Sibley's camp Burt(return trip) was on NE 3¢ ~IhE-59Au g, I2-13-T863 e

Kristen Petterson grave.







GRIGGS

-

Chester Ethen lives on o0ld Thune place, he is a granson,

End Mound WW Cooperstown on SE 11-11.6-59, on long range of hill

Hnd Mond SE of Cooperstown Center 22-115-58, W side of Sheyenne

Grave of Samuel Hannamaiﬁer Co E, 10th Minn, on hill NNW Camp

ﬁchison;died August 9, 1863.

Freegaard H111 N of Coopertown-2 mi. says Agent Dahl

Indian Mound
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Griggs County-
Fugelstad lives on SW- I0- Ii5- 59.Two mile

One of the family is an instructor at colls

s west of Shapnard.

ge in Moorehead,Minn

He visits the Dishruds of Rolla. In I062 DW gave him a fossil

bone that came from South Dakota,
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Jolm Charles Fremont B.Jan 21,1813

lake in 18R, their camp wag
near wnat ow th e McCulloch .Lé
by Gov'Stevenes who pas&é&ﬁm@em DM MHOL 3853,  swsint stw a4 a

high bluft : e
i %ﬁéc’glu at “tnm east side of

S Were sean an d‘m@ﬂw‘)oned

T 3 o
MEdT 0ol i
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Jessgle qu t.he name of thelady
daughter of Senator Thog Benton of EEILSSOU..LIL.
H.

TRt

They were married Oct,I19,I841 She " s ¢ s 1]
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Suggestea insription for marker at Lake Jessies
Lake Jessie, named for Jessie Benton, daughter of Senator Banton of Missouri,

this lagy who later became the wife of Lt John C.Fremont,the "Pathfinder".
The explorer J.N.Nicollet and ﬁ? Fremont and party camped on the high bluff
v 2

half a mile to the northeabt o 5-26, 1839 when, enroute to Devils Lake.
@ on July JO-IIAthe survey party under I.I.Stevens camped on the same spotbs
" when enrouté to the Pacifi, coast.

Captain J.L.Fisk any his party of goldseekers camped between LakesJessle

and YA¥¢ Addie on July I5-I6 I862 ang again on July 20,1863 ang also inI866.
The regonnaisance party under Captain #n.Twining camed here July I8,I869.

' The xkmge mailcarriers station on the Toiten-Ft Abercrombie trall was at the
cast end of Lake Jessie I867 to I872.

Suggested insCriptioh for marker ot Lalke dJessie.

Lake Jess;e was named for Jessie Bepton, daughter of Senator Benton of 5t Lowfis Mo.
This lagg later became the wife of Lt.John C.Fremont ,who with J.N.Eicollet

xploring party camed a half mile northeast of here on the bluff,on July
25.26,1839,when enroute to Devils Lgke. On July I0-II, 1853, the survey

party uri;j,er Governor I.I.Stevens camped on tle same spotswhen enroute to the
Pacific coast. On July I5-I6 I862 Captain J,L.Fisk hnd his party of gold seekers
campeg between Lake Jessie and lake Addie, and again on July: 20 1863 ang g%%%ﬁ

in IB66 when enroute to Montana.The reconnaisance party usnder Capt Wm Twining

camped hereJuly I8,I869. The mail carriers had a shelter on the east end of
lake Jessie from I867 to IBT2.



Some Griggs county, Nonth Dakota historic sites Dana ¥right
5t John.N.D.

; May 20bth, I96T
Ed Lohnes' mail station on east side of Red Willow lake

in late Sixties. . ¥

Willow store and Post office,west g dge sect. Ié—T.IhBuR.éo;prior to I88L 188kL.

Mail station on Ft Totten-Abeecrombie trail I876.Located at east edge of Lake Jessie.
The Nicoletb—Fremont party camped-on the southwast edge of Sect IL-T.IL7-R.6C @n a bare
bluff overlooking lake Jessie,wherg Governor Stevens camped in I853.

Captain Fisk camped in I862 and I863 .on the south side of Lake Jessie,when enrout€tot he
gold fields of Montana.

Camp Pope of Sibleys north bodﬁ trip(IBéB)was near the centep of Sect .l;-T.IU5-R.59,
southwest of Coope,stown. Negr hepe but #iot identified was the night camp of Col.
McPhail who commanded a detachment of Sibleys cavalry on the return trip from Camp
Atchison to Minnesbta in August,I863.H{s recopds state that the campwas 1@ miles from
Atchisonswhich would be in the véinity of Camp Pope. The main column of Sibley's was
camped more to tle southsat Cymp Burt on the east edge of Sect.35-T.15-R.59 at t+he west
edge of Stai lake.Heype Ciristen Pette nson was buried. -

Lake Johnson is located on the est edge of Sect.23-T.I15-R.59,s0outh of Shep@réfour
milgs, it was named for George T Johnson Co.G.3d Ill.Cav who was dpowned in tHe lake
Ang IT,I865.The regiment was camped on the lake, while enroute to Devils Lake to
meet CGenepal Rikdmyx enroute fpom Ft.Rice.

The camping area was west of th south end of the lake on the soutegst quarter of Sect.
23-T.T)5-R.59,a few miles south of the Shepard siding. The sibley trail of I863 as well
as the Fort Tottem trail of IB67,passed over the soutwest ®orner of the section. A gove.n-
markep has been placed for Geerge Johnson and placed in the school housgy yard in the
southeast corner of the sgction,as the exact spot where the body lies cannot be deter-—
mined.,

OE July I5th Captain Fisk and his gold miners camped at the south end of the lake
on his +862 oxpedition. During the years when mail carriers used the trail past the lake
an emergency shelter was provided for stor%jwbakher'ﬁﬂxxzmx .

About g mile south of the Sibley Camp Burt was a junction of trails,whe,e the Ceolonel
McFlail detachment truned south to scout the west side of the Sheyenne river,later (I847)
the same trail was used it travel to and from Fort Ransom at Bggr Den Hill.

A1l the above_mefe on or near the Sibley trail, later used by travelens Dbetween Fort
Abercrombie and Fort Totten. Capt Fisk used it in I862 and 3,+ Capt Tirinings reconnaisanc
party in I867. Herds of beef cattle,mail carri@rs,soldie?s changing station,contractors
and heavy freighteps cut deep rubs in the sod, a few can still be seen,well on towards

a hundred years old.



Griggs Counbty Historic Sites Dana Wright,St John, N.D.
May 20th, T96T

In 1839 Nicolette agd Fremont with their little party of explorers arrived at Lake Jessie
on the 25th day of Yuly and camped ove, night .Theifcamp seems 0 have bem on a high bare
hill .on the old McCulloch farm on the southwsst quarter of Sect.I~T.Ih7-R. 60.

They had been traveling no,.th from Begr Den Hill,lsted°the site of Fort Ransom, along

the west side of the Sheyenne.From L ke Jessig vthely course was to the northwest to

the Devils Lpke region. Pieppe Bottineau was the guide gnd as he was also the Guide for
Genepal Terwy in I§6?-over the samearea,it is quite likely that they traveled the same
coursg from Lake Jessie north.

In I845 a party of half breed hunte.s from the Red river area were oOverating south

and east of Devils Lake and mention being at Lad du Boissthe term Fremont had usegd for
the place until he named it Jgssie for +he lady whom he later married. One of the half
breed hunters was Peper Garriosh, who kept a diary and makes mention of certain land
marks mentioned by Nicolettej;Horse Hill,Butte Michaude and Red Willow Lake.

On July IOth I853 Governor Stevens arrdved at Lak, Jessie enroutfto the Pacific coast.
His small party had crossed the Sheyenne river south@sst of Cooperstown and made its
way through thousands of buffalo to Lake Jessie,from which point he turned nearly west
near the course ¥mx¥em that Captain Fisk was to take ten years latepr. The govepnos
left anexcellent map and tables of milage and day by day descriptions os his travels.

The Col Carnshan trip of I865 from his Devils Lake visit,was along the north or gast side
of the Sheyenne, to Gedrgetow:m, Minn. He probably wassed over the northeast corner of
iggs county nperhaps as far as Horse hill area.

Joseph R.Browm,famous Minnesota poneer and tradep is said o hav spent a wintep on
Bald Hill @reek in the fifties, but details are lacking.

The prehistoric peoples of the prairie have left remains that tell of their long occupatior
of the country.Indian "mounds" are located along the Sheyenne river in center Sect.
22-T.I15-58, on west side of the Sheyenne, this is south of the localdy called Indian
Mounds oy Badd lands, which are some Wapy hillocks of Pie.pe shale in the Sheyenne valley.

_ b
Thepe is an artificial earthwo,k on the top of Bubtte Michaud, and otheps neary on the east
side of the Sheyenne, some in the vicinity of old Romness site.Also a small one
on the west side of Bald Hill creek southwest of Binfo,d.Othens ®n the vicinity of -
Red Willow lgke(south eand) and one on Freegaard Hill a few miles southwes of Cooperstown.
This is on Sect IT-T.IL6-R.59. Tt is unusuall to find one so far from wood or wate, as this
one i¢.

On the west side of Lake Jessie a 1aré2mound on Nﬁ'—IS%T..Ih?—R. 60.not far from the
Spring. . :



Griggs Coun‘y Bubtes- Dana Wright, Oct.3Ist, 1952 Dana, Tieight

hi&w&a&@aﬁa@m sore of the nawes of the most prominent hill on the wegt
bank of the Sheyenne in Yriges county.I. is northeast of lalke Jessis on

the east half of Seetion 35-T.I48-R.59. It is saig to haw haaa n amed for pome
Indian chief buried on the gummib.

It carrie’ that name in I83¢ vwhen Fremont ar Wcallet were ab Lake Jessis

on their irip to Devils Igke region. There is a deep ravine running north near the

west baige of the hill, with some s eattered ﬁiﬁﬂam‘, to the north an, east, the

lanﬁ drops away steeply an, not so rapldly to the south. (ne of tha ng hills to t
southwegt ecarries a double line of shoneg Hib ia| the sod on the snmt;

/; :\ Chamberlin hill- is a bm }}i“’»i!‘le bute on the southeast quarter
of Bec. I3-T.I7-R.591Tyrol tov rnshz_ml%, was named for a settler in the early days
who had a home om the southeasi sicde., The hill is alwost driectly east of Lpke Jeseie
lies north ef 5 country reas running ‘bo the JHevenre river,

B Horse tutbe a bare is&a,nd rising up in the valley of the Bhgyemme
on the SW: of Se0.25« TILT-R,58, It is sbout 2 wile east of the church on See’ 23
and a2 1i-tle mores east of the river bridge over the Sheyennp. The hill ig grass

([~ sovered and nothing remarkable to look at exc ob that it is odd o be standing
igolated 2ike an island in the vallaey of the river. It may be a hundred fest higher ‘bh
the flat which swrreungs 1b and ecoverss several &m’,"ﬁs.

As leng age as Iﬂhﬁ a party of half brees hunters from the Red river sattlemmts
n28sed by there Jiarist name ?ater Garriosh noted that the name has been

a;apli% Wy the Iﬁﬁi&m, who claimned that a wile horse hay roamed the area long
before, go large that the birass nma'e nasts in h:us mane ang tail ang was sa flest that
no lwatex- etild get close, ‘ _




Historic Sites in Griggs County, lNorth Dakota Dang Viright
‘ : g 8t Johny N.D. 11/9/52

8ibleys northbound trail,camp Pope July I7-I8-I863,0n WWs~See Ji=T s TLi5=R 59
about five miles sputhwest of Cooperstown,Camp by a shallow lake or sloughs
a small grove of cottonwooa trees nearby, :

Sibley trail shows on See. 32.

Camp Atcheson~base cam, of Sibleys—July I8 to Augl2, located on th Thune farm south

of Binford on NE: Sec 29~T.IL7-R,60. Grave of Geo E.Brent on hill SWof Thune buil.inmgs

ot SE of 29. :
north-

8ibleys return eamg(ﬁml oecupieq Aug.I2~13,/east of Hannford .bout three m_le;s'en
NE 4-Sec 35~T.IL5~R.39.G"ave of Christ -Peterson:Is Minn, Mtd rangers, '

A mile north s a shallew lake originally called Johnson lake for a privabe s,lgier
of 3d @1, Cav, He was drowned there in 1865 as his reght, was moving to Devils Lake,
Figk with his gold seekers camped here in 1862-3 on his way to lLake § Jessie yhe’
called it pike lake. Jolmson is probably burieqd on the west bank of the lake,on
Sec‘QB—T,IE§43p§§g :

In the late sisties aml early seventies tle Sibley trail was used by travelers
between Ft Abererombie ana Ft Toltensd jubctiion at Sece3- T4I)i~R 59 about a mile
south of Camp Purt is where 2 side roag leq south on the wast side of tke Shdyel

Ft Ransom. : =/

In I839 the Hleollet any Fremeni party calped on the SE side of Lake Jessle o
g0 2o I=Ih7-60,wesnh a? the HeCulloch btuilgings.Gov. Stevens campeg there 1Y (A}
Capt Fisk was thery in I862-3 ang camped on N/ of 23, They all seemed be have Yse
waber from the gp;vgng 5t N corner of lakesonlid of I5. This is just south of |the
running between Binford and Jessie. There is a gouble line of shones on the
south of the spring am an Ingian mound on the lake bank on woshb side.

Tndisn moungs on Red wllow lake on 8% of T and Lohnes mail carrier shack was on
eagt side of lake, exact spot unknown. 5|

Gov Stewenes camped on a lake at wesh sdgé of Griges county, almost straight
of Lake Jdessiesin I853 , ‘

Li

: GoI:&:é

Butte lfichang on Sheyenne river on sast half of Sees 35-T«ILB-R.59. Double line
of stones on one of the hills 30 sonthwyet,

Chamberlins hill on SE 4sSec.I3-T.Ii7-R.59; Directly esst of Jessie.
Franklin on Sec. 35,west of Horse butte.onS.E. Sece2l-T Th7-3.58 ne v the S5t



75 dow \9%3

E AL Ey 7, \ ‘)\L\f e T \(

=40

Memo. inRe. Camp Atcheson and Brent's grave- July 22d, I953- Banawright

The camp Atcheson site is covered with heavy veggbation, grass and weeds,bhere is quj.t}e a
growth of chokecherry bushes in the angle of the original trench.

The tract is fenced in on the east side, away from the hmghway with a woven Wire fence
hung on steel posts,it is in good condition except that the wire is loose.The side toward
the highway is open,there is no facilities for turning out.

The woodenrmarker furnished by the state is intact butshouﬂd be re painted,one of the
Americam Legion boys from Binford started to repaint it, but Was taken sick mnd has
not resumed tke work.

- The Americ,n Legion post at B:Lni‘orcim quite active amd agreed to look after the historic
sites in the:r areasthe Brent grave on the Thune hill, Camp Atche son and now have

agreed to set the marker for the grave of Samuel Wanamaker, aged L2 who died of sickress
at Camp Atcheson, while Sibley was on the trip to the Missouri.

Mrs Agnes Thune, the site owmer has given perm:.ss:z.en to have the marler set up
along the highway just opposite the grawe, which is in a cultivated field. Br

J .L.Truscott of Biford knows the exact site andwill assist the Leg:wn in sett.:n.ng
the stone. As soon as Mrs Thune signed the government requestl g:i.v:r.ng permission
to have it placed on her land,I forwarded it to the Army people in Washington, it
will be shipped direect %o the American Legion at Binfard.

The Brent grave on the hill on the Thune farm is in shabby condition and should be
refenced,a substantial fence of iron pipe like the one at the Begver graw on Apple
creek, would be advisable,if not too expensiwe .The same type should be placed at
Wannamaker grave which i in a different location.

&'s Thune says there are mumerous visitors to the Brent. grawe and they enquire
who was buried there snd why, small explantory signs would ' very helpful.

These xix sites are close to Highway No I which is well traveled,ard people
pass frequently and need to be brie fed.

While in this area I examined the Gov Stevens camp sa.t,e on Lake Jessie(I853) and
followed his tra.a.l,wes*b to the county line, there is nothing to show where he
traveled; I worked from his map and table of distances.The place where the buffalo
herd stampeeded the four males and a horse,is about 3 miles soubthwest of Binford

and z 1little east of the slough crossing he mentions. The animals were not recovered.

The Stevens camp the night after leaving Lake Jessie was ahout west of Binford on
the west Griggs county line somewhere south of Mose.

§
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Grave of Ggorge T.Jghnson,Co G.3@ I11l, Vol Cav. Dana Wright
on lake Johnson, scuthwest_ of Cooperstown, N.D. “Jduly 2hth, I¥53

On August ITth, IB65 the 3d I1l. Cav was passing the lake enroute to Devils Lake to
meet Gen. Sully. They probably campejon the west side a$ the Ft Totten trail is
on that side.Some of the men went swimming in the lake amd Johnson was drovmed.

From the lay of the ground it would seem that he must have been buried on the

south or west bank of the lake, exaet spot unknown.Ovmers of the land live at a

distance except Ed Krogsgard who is willing to have the stone set on his land

on the NE of Sec.23- IL5-R.59.which is chédse to waht must be the acl ual

grave site.Another possible place FTor the stone would be in the abandoned schodl

house yard on the SE corner of 32, at the south end of the lake.l am writing the

sehool board for their reaction, in the meantime I am holding back tha application for the
stone, as it is necessary to have permisgion from some ore(land owner) to set the

stone of their property.

This lake was evidently nahed for the man who was drowned there, as the territorial *
maps use his name, ip more recent years it was sometimes £alled Pike lake.

Camp Fisk cameped on its shores; the Sibley, ¥t Totten trail passeg alongbhe west
edge of the lake.As a body of water it does not amount to meRs ‘being merely a

big slough,though covering quite a large area in sections I3-IL-23-2l; of the twonship.

In dry years i has been used as farm land, but at present is water covered.

¥ Krogsgard 1s the son'oi‘ a pioneer and mmch interested in historical matters
and it may be best to set the stone on -his land.

- The American Legion in Hannaford is the nearest patriotic organization and

their officers were contacted.They state thaot they will aecept the stone and have
it set up, when the proper time comes, also give it care as they do the Peterson
stone of the Sibley expedition, which is only a mile ow two distant nearer to

to Hannaford,the Johnson and Peterson sites are in the general arga of she fork
of the Totten trail seperates the Abercrombie branch from the Ft “ansom one.
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Indian Mounda along Sheyenne river, near Bubte Michaude
Griggs county, N.D.

Dana Wright
Julyes, 1957

Butte Michaude said to haw been named for an Indian buried in the mound

on the summit, is loeated on Sec.35-118-59,near the center. The hill is probably
the highest in CGrigs county and affords a beautiful view along the Sheyenne

from Horse hill upfto the vicinity of MeVille.Copperstown and th town of Jessie
can be-identified. The hill has been a land mark for early travelrs from the
earlyes[white invasions.

The hill is now a sheep ma sture and cleaned off of all grass, so every stone can be
seen but no stone pattersns were noted.On the north and west sides are groves of oak
and and smaller brush. By opening a gate at farm house on south slope one can

drive to the summit .where an earth mound, is found nearly Im 200 feet in length, the
northeast end is a nearly cireular moufilf 50' xLO' sbout )i feet high, with a t¥ail
leading off to the southwest in a double curve.It has been dug into as usual.

About a mile %o the,eaé#‘on the bluff of the Sheyenne is an earthen mournd
about 60 feet across at the basb and about 5 feet in heaight,it has an old
excavation in the top.The £ild has been under cultivation at some time in the
past but is now in pasture A heavy belt of timber lines the bluff to th
notyh & egts,this probaly is situated on SEx-Sec 36.

About a mile north of Butte Micaude is a group of méunds ‘on a ridge on the esst
bluff of the Sheyenne, on the south eadge of Sect 3li- T18-59. These mounds

are in sod and evidently never have never been disturbed a small low mound one

the south eand of the row, then a larger one ahout 55vffeet in length; L feet high d
and to the norbh another smaller onee




Camp Atchison Historic Site
On highway No I,Soithnef Binford,N,D. Dana wright
; May 28th,I9%)

This sitegets little care, the highway people usually mow the grass
in the ditches,ahd the merican Legion usually place a flag on
the headstone on the site,gn Memorial day.

This stone was furnished by the Government for Samuel Wannsmsaker

of Co. E-IOth MinnVol.Inf, who died of sickness and was buried on
an outpost hill the the northwest of the camp asbout ¢ mile. The
actual site has been cultivated and cannot be identified but the
homesteader who broke the land said it was on the high point of the
hill a%t a little half moon riflepit.

1is lying face down in the grass,it should be replaced with a more sub
tantial sign board. A fremer who cultivated the land Just east of
the site hes dumped a stone pile on the state land,where tley are
available for a backing for a sign if one can be secured,

Che wooden sign board marking the site & the @ mp, has rotted off and

Y
Thes ign should carrin information about the @mp,whhehbn important
point on th Sibley trailv,

Camp Atchison

Named for Captain Charles B.Atchison,ordnance officer ofi the staff
of General H,H.Sibley,duripgrthe_;gﬁian‘gampaign_gf I863,

This ¢amp site offupied several a cres betweern here and the lake
shore;a portion of the original earthworks are I re pre served.
' Co.E,TI0 M,nn.Inf,

The grave of Samuel Wannamaker/lies on the hilltop to tlp north
west he died of sickness August 9th,I863,while the main expedition
was in pursuit of the Indians to the Missouri river.

=f0.D.Ist Minn.Mounted Rangers .
On the hill top\half a mile to tke southwest lies the boddy of
George E.Brentj-who died from an ascecidental gun shot,July 20th
1863, This camp was sbandoned August I2th and the army returned
to Minnesota,

(The above is too long a text but what shlound Ie eliminated?)

Or-~

Sibley's Camp Atchison
July I8th to August I2th,I863,

This base camp was named for Captain Charles B.Atchison,
ordnance officer on Gen Sibleys staff.It occupied the ground
west to the lake,and was garrisoned by the invgylid s of the
expedition while the more active made the campaign to the S
Missouri river amd return. On the hill to the Northwest lies-(D A"*j ‘7/{
- the body of Samusl Wangamaker sCo E.JO Minn Inf ard tot he southwest °
on the highwgt point 1d the grave of George E.Brent Oe
Ist Minn.ﬁouite& Rangerss, wh§~ﬁgs accidently sgbt Fﬁfy‘gbth’

J
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Historical Activity din Griggs C ounty, N.D. Dana Wright
July 7th ,I960

Vr & Mrs Rudy Helland of Jessie N.D. are tle people who donated tlke site for
the Lake Jessie marker. .

This exhibit still stand>at or near the Lake Jessie marker and is visited by
many visitors, evenings and Sundays.

Mr F.Helland and others are asking how to organize a county historical sociaty
and I will be glad to help them but at present I do not find the little booklet
which the historical society had out seversl Year's ago, giving & guide in the
organizing movement. If you have an extra one in the office he would be glad
to use it.T think there wasa pictube of the Memorial building on the cover.

Mr Hbligﬁé,says the local h-H leader thinks it would be a nice Eroject for his
group to care for some of the graves in the county;Johnson at hepard, Brent and
others at Camp Atchison. It would be a very helpful arrangement.

The @ﬁp Atchison site is badly in need of a permenant marker, 8ll we have there
at present is the old wooden WPA affair, leaning against some choke cherry bushes.
Mr Helland offeped to keep the place cleaned up if the state would get it into

a little better condition.The 1ittle bunch of brush on the state tract is

composed of some scraggly boxelders and a snarl of choke cherries, they should be
cleaned out of old tumble weeds and dead branches,grass mowed and beer can®picled up.

It could be made into an atFactive place ,but would requibe some work. The farmer who wor
the land to the east of the state tract,has dumped a row of field spnes at the back ¢
these could be used in case a permenant marker is built ,over sized ones could be

placed under the fence at the back.

I might add that Mr Fritz Helland has been at Lake Jessie site and mowed the state arga
several timeg this summer., Thepe are few people like Hellands, who areso capable and w==
willing to hép with historical projects,I am happy to work withbthem when there is an
Opportunity.



