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Dear Nels:
Well, I just got back from North Dakota, and everything was fine there.

We're very seriously thinking about going to Yellowstone Park for the nights of June 21, June 22, June 23, and June 24.  My sister in law Rhonda has made the reservations for a 4 room cabin, and it sounds like about 20 of us including my dad, brother, all the kids, etc. may show up.  If we do, I'll try to let you know where we will be staying, and maybe we will be able to arrange a time to get together and chat.

On my vacation I took two books along from the Denver Public Library.  One of them was "A History of the Swedish People" from prehistory to the renaissance by Vilhelm Moberg.  Moberg was a good author, and I hope to get more of his books. 

The other was "Sweden's Age of Greatness 1632-1718" by Michael Roberts.  Michael Roberts put together about 10 articles of 20 to 30 pages by 10 different authors.  It was a bit dryer.

Here are some pertinent things that I gleaned out of them:

Moberg's first chapter was titled "The Swede as Bondsman"  It maintained that his fellow Swedes didn't want to admit it, but the bondsman were slaves.  A peasant might own 2 oxen, 2 bondsmen, 4 sheep etc.  The bondsmen weren't considered human, and the peasant had the right to kill them just the same as he killed his oxen.  However, he said that Christianity which came in the 1000 to 1300 AD time period ended the slavery.  The church baptised the bondsmen and gave them status as human beings.

I thinks this may only mean that in Ingrid's book, a bondsman must be a much lower social human being than a peasant or crofter.  

However, in the next chapter he offered the following translation:

bo = to dwell, boende = a dweller = bonde = "peasant"

I'll double check, but I think Inger mainly refers to boende and bonde, which are probably the peasant class.

One footnote said that 1 lispound = 18 lb. 12 oz. which agrees with our Appendix A.  

Another footnote said that late mediaeval Swedish currency was 1 mark = 8 öre, 1 öre = 3 örtugar, 1 örtugar = 8 penningar.  A cow was valued at 1.5 marks and a day's work at 2 penningar.  However, it appears the author was reference around the 1442 time period for these measurements.  

I was kind of interested in how they translated Vilhelm Moberg's book to English.  It appears they always used the American feet, yards, miles, acres, etc. but they also always refered to riksdaler or silver daler for currency.  I think that may be a good idea, and I will probably change the work "dollar" back to "riksdaler" for Inger's book.  What do you think?

The other book refered to 10 million silver daler as being equal to 5 million riksdaler.  It also said that total expenditure for the state of Sweden and Finland in 1677 was 5,248,415 riksdaler and the total income was 5,319,365 for a surplus of 70,949.  

However, it never tried to make the conversion to dollars, so maybe just leaving it as riksdalers in the book is the best thing.

1. The most interesting article I thought was on Estates and Classes by Stellan Dahlgren.  It mentioned that Sweden had 4 estates in this time period.  They were 

2. Peasants 95% of people

3. Burghers (merchants) maybe 2 %

4. Clergy maybe 1 % of people

5. Noble class maybe 0.5% of people.

These were distinct social classes, and also had distinct representation in the government.

Only the noble class or the crown could have title to land.  The Crown, especially Charles X and Charles XI forced through the "reduktion" to transfer lands from the noble class to the Crown so that the Crown could get additional revenue.  The peasants were generally in favor of this reduktion and seemed to prefer the Crown to have title to the land over the Nobility.

To me, where this applies in Inger's book is trying to figure out who owned the land.  I sort of think that Gustav and Karlberg may have belonged to the noble class and had title to all the land in that entire area.  Gustav and Karlberg may have been primarily interested in getting settlers to that area to work in the mines, and offered them various crofts to rent as an additional incentive.  However, it seems that the reduktion may have transferred the land from Gustav and Karlberg to the Crown at some point in time.  At any rate, I may change "government" to "crown" for all the "krono" variations in Inger's book.  What do you think?

It also seems that as time went on that the peasants in the 19th century or so must have started to get title to the land.  So when Inger's book refers to buying and selling ownership interests, they must have been buying and selling their tenant rights to the crofts, right?  Then maybe later they were buying and selling actual title to the land?

Well, I enjoy reading abou this and I'll let you know of anything interesting I find or if anyone on the internet has an opinion on this.

I'll also forward some more internet messages that I got.  

I think I mentioned that I plan to send Ron Johnson a translation and a copy of the book soon so that he can start giving us his opinions.  I may also soon send Inger a translation and a list of questions for her.

I decided to cut and paste in some of my internet replies.

“Even though this is best answered by a swede, I think the ice will hold
when I suggests that småfäkreatur means sheep or/and goats.”
Per Helge Seglsten 


Goodbye for now and I'm looking forward to hearing from you again soon.

Your Cousin,
Ron Dahl

