At the end of World War II, Germany was partitioned into an Eastern Zone that was controlled by the Soviet Union and a Western Zone that was controlled by the United States, Great Britain and France.
Berlin was also divided into an Eastern and Western Zone, but it was located deep inside the Soviet occupied Eastern Zone and transportation and supplies from West Germany had to pass through 100 miles of Soviet occupied East Germany in order to reach West Berlin.
Berlin quickly became the focal point of the Cold War.  The Soviet Minister of Foreign Affairs, Vyacheslav Molotov said "What happens to Berlin, happens to Germany; what happens to Germany, happens to Europe."
In June of 1948, the Soviets decided to stop all ground based transportation going through East Germany in a bid to make West Berlin dependent on East Germany for food and supplies.

The Western Allies responded with the most massive airlift in history.  Some of the facts and figures are:
· There were 277,804 flights that covered 124,420,813 miles

· 394,509 tons of food and supplies were flown in

· 850,00 multi-layer paper sacks per month were required
· Coal represented two -thirds of all tonnage
· At the height of the operation, on April 16 1949, an allied aircraft landed in Berlin every minute
· Each aircraft was unloaded by German crews in 20-30 minutes
· 83,405 tons of cargo and 68,000 people were flown OUT of Berlin
By the spring of 1949, the effort was clearly succeeding and, by April, the airlift was delivering more cargo than had previously been transported into the city by rail. The success of the Berlin Airlift brought humiliation to the Soviets who had refused to believe it could make a difference. The blockade was lifted in May 1949 and resulted in the creation of two separate German states.
There were 101 fatalities recorded in the operation including 31 Americans.
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